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READER. 


Here is no Chriſtian that prays in 
the words which his Lord hath 
taught him , but doth implicitely 
 Þrofeſs his defire that theſe Papers 

' may be read and conſidered s | For the firſt 

| thing he there prays for , is the hallowing, 

; Gods Names which is , That God will 

\ give his Grace to us, and all people,” that 

? we may worſhip him as we ought to do, as 

our Catechiſm hath taught us. Now the 

deſign of this Book, being onely to give aſſi- 
| ſtance to the worſhipping God as we ought,he 

- that defires the doing of that , muſt alſo the 
\ conſidering of this. For how meaniy ſoever 

the thing be done, it cannot but occaſion ſome 

thoughts in mens minds , and ſome diſcourſe 
in company upon this SubjcC whereby it is 
| very probable, many things which in the ordi- 
nary performance have been amiſs, may be ob- 
ſerved and amended , which would not have 
B other 
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otherwiſe been thought on, and men may be 
excited to confider what is fit to be done, that 
thts Service may be moſt decently and ſolemn- 
ly performed. Alid if it do but this,” T have 
my end. TI do not impoſe. my DiGates on 
any, but offer things to Conſideration with all 
bumility acknowledging, that both my want 
of Learning, Time, Heatth; and dne com pt- 
ſure, make me unfit to write for publick view: | 
-Gret my fervent defire to ſee things ordered in} 
the' beft. manner in this Service, which Than} - 
found fo comfortable to my ſelf , and alefint 
may be mare eſteemed and frequented by 
-thers , hath perſwaded this Eſſay > which: 
*.. bope will offend none. If canyſhould bla 
'  'my boldneſs in medling with thoſe of the Mi 
;. waiffry, my excuſe muſt be, in the obſervation q 
wen Ingenious Gentleman, That even th 


Lampsof the Sanctuary may.need Snuffer : 
-to.make them burn the clearer. 1 knot * 
»he ſaith;they ought 10be of Gold 5 and I will) | 


_ *newere better Metal : But I hapetbe pul . 

"ity of my latention, will make amends fi P, 

_ «tbe meanneſs of my Style and Expreſſion, a 4 
_—__ a kynd acceptance with that Sacrll © 
rebe. 


Upon occafion of this Secend Edition, Im _ 
-wdd this to the Reader ; That das foro: | & 


| the firt to cur off much of what I deſigned, 
= wig ” might accommodate the ek 4 
the Bookgeller would venture to print > but he, © 
now grown more bold by the good ſucceſs of 
"' bis firſt undertaking, gives me liberty to pro>  * 
 ſecute my firſt intentions z wherefore T bere - © 
make ſome ſmall inlargements > and I baye © 
done jt with good intentions, for the exci | 
a ſerious Devotion in theſe holy Exerciſes of 
'# Gods Worſhip, which by the prevalency of 
. falſe Opinions,and vicious Prafitices, is great- 

| ly decayed 3 and T have done it with full pe 
| ſwaſion of mind, but without contempt of any 
that are otherwiſe affeied, IT pity all that 
will not make a through tryal of the felicity 
of a Holy life, and of the pradlice of bolineſs 
according ta the example of the ancienteft ghd +. 
prreſt times , and as it is purged from all © 
Swperſtition and Favaticiſm, (and ſuch, T 
'} think, is that T recommend.) An4. Tam the © 
od mare moved to this compaſſion , by the experi- \ 
7 ence T have of the good ſucceſs "this ' praflice wee 
'y inmy ſelf. I was bred to the exerciſe of 
Piety in anather way, and endeavoured to be 
'} devout therein , as my Conſcience told me 1 
'} aught. T converſed with the wiſeft and beſt T ; 
} lived with , and had ſome intereſts among © 
3 them to perſwade me to a continuance in that 
* Fay: but when it pleaſed God ta bring in 
B 2 another 


'O o the | Reader. 


"another GS I thought it my duty fo conſi- 
p flerwell, befqre I ſat dopon in a fixed diſobe- 
Ajenge.-, Tthought T could. not expreſs the ho- 
oor "T.owed to my Superiours, if I ſhould 


. refuſe 20 conſider what was ſaid for Obedi- 
"ence; to. their Laws; nor yet the lovel ſhould 
«have for-communion with all Chriſtians,& 

elpecially thoſe to whom I was. united by 
"mavitgla obligations,:f I ſhould forſake 7t bn 
" ſeruples eafily reſolved. or for the bare liking 
of ſame-other. Mode of Worſhip,as. better than 
_ that they uſed. And upon an impartial c con» 
. ſtderation of what:T bave heard & 'read;C ha- 
© 2ing-never balked uny Argument that I ma 


ith. againſt the lawfulneſs of Lay-Noncon 
« formity; ) T am now ſatisfyed that it is m 
. duty to obey the prublick Order : and having 
+ 3 Gas to do it with the Devotion 
. ought, T have found it no way inferiour (' 
"ſpeak the leaft ) ta what I was formerly uſe 
_ to, as to the uſes and benefits of publick, We 
R ſhip,ch eſpecially to the exerciſe and entertai 
ment of . a Heavenly mind. This experiem 
. moved the importunity uſed to Miniſters ai 
; People in this Book, that they which Confar 

| - might doit ſo devoutly , as might be to th 
.* comfort af themſelves, and attrafting oth 
" ts our Communion. "ad T have infinuatt 

ſome Arguments to. inforce the ſame, 


| . make no more Additions thereunto., although 
- tt ſhould have the gaod- hap 30 be pigeiy 


" gain. 1 hope they will not be angry with mez 


ta this \Books) thgrue 'the former . whe 


all good men, , and may alſo. have a Mighty 


To the Reader: 
brief a Diſcourſe would permit ; which,with 


the former, T recommend unto Gods Bleſſing,” 
and a candid interpretation being reſolved to 


that have bought any of the firſt Edition, be- 
cauſe T believe mo(t of them are ſuch, as ſix 
pence will not much conceri and it will be 
a govg work for theng.(if-" they bave-@. dug 
| ormer., he 
7 and 


find any guilty of the faults therein not 
in thiz 'they will very. much gratifie 14 
tbor. of the, Book, , who deſires nothing more tn 
this.wort&, 'than to ſee the excellent Order 
aer Church abſerued with that. care and conſt. 
deration .\( as well as with: true;Devotion ] 
that . Ix ao ig a m# X LE 
it may have its true beanty.in the, eyes. o 
efficacy te their Spiritual jay and conſolgtion 
in this holy and heavenly Gommunon ,, . and 
toth | | 32 a XP Ne Ee NY ; 
6. reformation apd Jauchfication, of 


minds and tiven. oo 


PREFACEft 


Concerning Divine Worſhip. 


; ( 

He'Worſhip of God # &@ thing'} 
much talked of ( and that with} 
great reverence) by many wha-\ 
have not ( as I think) ſuch appre-|| * 
henflons of it as they ought. And on the other} * 
band , of fome it is as tuanth flighted,, as if] 2 
there were ſomething of "_ fort in all pres E 
7 

, 

a 

# 

1 
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Zettety 29 Devotion. "My deſig therefore in 
this Preface ſhall be, to' beget rh thoughts 
about it, and a due ber thereof, as Þ 
Bave in what follows endeavoured to wired a 
righe behaviour zberein. , 

If men wonld conſider the thing, i Sy 
not be difficult to underftand what the trut} © 
Notion of Divine Worſhip is. Every man 
knows what it is to give Worſhip in theþ 
eommon (ence of that word, (viz.) That it # J 
to fnife our Reſpefis to perſons above us, by hy 
reverent adions ſatted unto their dignity * oF y 
And ſo it muſt principally fignifie, when it I 
applied 


ana een 


concerning Divine Worſhip. 
applied unto God , The exprefſion of the 
greateſt dread and reverence towards his 
Glorious and Tremendous Deity , | by the: 
moſt humble poſtures of Adoration. This 


| hath been the fenſe of all Mankjnd concerning 
F thu matter , and this is the ſence of the holy - 


Scriptures > and this all the Chriftian-world 
agreed in , until the corruptions and cruetties 
A the Church of Rome From thoſe re 
juſtly oppoſed her in many things , to for 
 rihies any pK reaſon , but the fd 
tred of being likg to her,who had been ſo ernel 
towards them. And among theſe, I reckon 
this to be the chief That they not only left 
off the daily Offices of Gods Snblick Worſhip, 
but alſo that ancient Order for the perfor= 
mance thereof on the Lords day , which wes 
moſt accommodate unto the conjunttion of tbeſe 
attions of Devotion and Adoration; by which 
means , bowing the Head, and Body, and 
Knees, &c. which have in them the principal 
ſexce of that word Worſhip , hare become 
almoſt quite out of uſe among them. bf 
I cannot imagine. for my own part, anyothet 
reaſon why theſe ſolemn a#tions ſhould become 


| Jo wholly diſuſed z for I cannot believe that 


any who are acquainted with what is written 

of the former or preſent Cuſtoms of the world, 

can be ignorant what the uſage-thereof bath 
| B 4 ever- 
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ever been , and till is, in worſhipping what: 
ever they called God : nor did T ever bear it 
prived, that their common ſenſe did herein de- 


ceive them.:r Tt ſeems to me alſo, that it is ms 


AAt>. «© 2£ 


poſfivle for any that read the Scripture , tol 
zgnorant that when it ſpeaks of any perſon # 
aſſembly that they Worſhipped the Lord, # 
means principally, they bowed their Heads b 
fore, him in acknowledgment of his Deity , 
ina fenſe of . Gratitude for bis mercies x k. 
that theſe. two words, Bowed and Worlhip: 
ped, are almoſt every-where in Scripture joyns 
ed together. * And thoſe that have read Eccles 
Gaftical Hiſtories,or converſed with a any of.othet 
Chmurches( even thoſe that never were of thePq 
piſh Communion )will find,that it is not thePa: 
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_. 


piſts vnely.among Chriſtians , that abound in ; 
Mts ſolemn afis of Adoration > but that theyk * 
ever were , and fill axe uſed by all Chriftiand * 
' (and by ſome as much , if not more than bj © 
them.) except only thoſe whom 1 ſpeak of ,oiul} 
have forſaben them on the account aforeſaid, 
Certainly there is ſome reaſon upou which f 
this common conſent is grounded , and fath © 
which this expreſſion hath ever been made » by it 
good men,nf the Worſhip and Honour ib 4 4j K 
fire to give ta Almighty God 3 and hath eval \ 
been accepted and approved of him ; and | 6 
the ſame reaſon it ought not to be forſaken ant 'Þ 


"= £2 diſuſe 


concerning Divine Worſhip. 
nl difuſed of, us. And indeed, the very gengrlt 
le. cxitom and uſage of the World", and of Ft 
Church, bath ſo much of reaſon init ſUf,thad 
it ſhould” be evidently proved there , is poſitive 
- ſin, or great inconvenience itt the things recong- 
mended thereby before we venture to contradict 
i 6 pie them. We are commanded 1 gp 
| SOT ONE rw, on Getk, [hor - 
Church of” God ©: whereas i Jeemts 1b oy 
forſiking theſe ſolemn atts of, dbrakion We 
offend them all.. 'And T verily believe-nlothig 
mire perſwades the Papift of he groſs 5f 
their own Religion, and makes them think zl 
of, ours;, than obſerving the decency of fry 
ſole aftnt fo Frequently ſod in thei p 
lick Service, and that it ſcarce looks Jike the” 


Worſhip of Gad, where they are wholly mit- 


ted : as they are in ſome Proteſtant Churthes, 
| and in all Nonconformiſts Meetings ;-and too 
| much.in our Parochial Aſſemblies alſo: 
But it is.not onely the avoiding offence that 
ſmould- recommend theſe ſolemn ations, (and * 
eſpecially that.of Bowing )but many great rea= 
ſons. 3. There is nothing more effectual 
to.imprels on the mind a ſenſe of Gods 
al  Prelence ,. than'2bis afflon of Boxving before 
NY bi... Ir 5s impoſſible « man cant ſs ſucÞin 
Nf . Aitron., but he muſt think there'ir ſome one 
= preſent to whom it is performed 3 and" where 
= B5 men-- 
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wen bave not a true belief of Gods preſence 
and are conſcious unto themſelves of pref te 
fed, it will ſeem ſo unreaſonable and fooliſh 
a 1 ag ſuch afts of Adoration , that they 
will be hardly perſwaded thereunto. And 
for this reaſon , when the world became ſi 
carnaliz'd by indulging their bruitiſh part, 
that they could ſcarce , Ti any apprehenſim | 
of invifible things but bythe help of ſonus-| 
thing that was the Objet of their Senſei, 
they invented Images to repreſent the anviſi-| 
ble Powers they worſhipped > ani fancied 
that by their Incantations and Charms , their 
Gods were drawn to inhabit thoſe Images, by 
which means they found they . were helped in 
.performing thoſe afts of Adoration to them 
"But the only living and true God hath utter 
forbidden any ſuch repreſentations of himſelf 
4s being s diſhonoar to the infinite Glory and 
Spirituality of his Nature \ but yet require 
external Worſhip from us, in acknowledgment! 
that he is everywhere preſent , but eſpeciallj} 
tn the Aſſemblies that meet to do bim hono) 
aud ſervice ,, and that he, and be onely, is to 
be feared; and had in reverence of all that 
. are about him':. and if we would perfors 
_ this att of Adoration as we ought, we Thoull 
find great help thereby , againſt the weakne 
of: our Faith,and the ditlneſs of our Spiritud 


ſenſe 


concerning Divine Worſhip: 


ſenſe z. and it would beget in us ſuch an hq- 
bitual apprehenſion of Gods Sprritual and 
inviſible preſence , that it would be as a new 
nature or principle of ſpiritual and boly life 
in all other things : I ſay, if we perform. it 
as we ought , becauſe Þ would have none 
think: that I impute a Magicat force ts thi 
aftion; as if all that do it, on what account 
foever , ſhould become inſpired with ſuch an 
habitual ſenſe of God and his univerſal pre- 
fence... For I know, that where this is in re- 
pute, men may be very obſervant thereof for 
carnal ends, and be inwardly Atheiftical, and 
outwardly profane (til: but if it 'be done 
with a defign to ſignifie our belief of Gods 
preſence ,. and our awful ſenſe of his infinite 
Glory and Greatneſs,it hath tendency to-work, 
a habit of ſpiritual ſenftbility in this matter, 
and by the efficacie of the ſame , we ſhall be 
continually kept in the fear of offending God, 
and excited to all holy and vertuous atlions: 
that are pleafing to bims. which I think, 3s a ve- 
ry weighty matter. | 

Bejides , it prepares and diſpoſes our 
minds to the performance of all the Ofh- 
ces of Divine Worſhip , whereby we ex- 
plicate the ſignification of fuch acts of A- 
dojation : and therefore # hath been uſed ts 
be done at our firſt coming iuto the Church, 


” 
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that we may remember what we are chiefly.ul 
intend in all:we do there, viz. the Worſhip 
and Honour of Almighty God. The want 
of this conſideration, is a cauſe. of great miſ- 
chiefs inthe Church.s Men have learnt t 
tPIOk, that all the Miniſtries of Religion art 
entended, 20. work on their AﬀetTions and Paſſ- 
ons, and to gratifle a Religious. F. ancy 3 and 
Jo they judge they are beſt ordered, when they 
ſerve moſt effecuallyto that end. 5 and wpou 
this account it is, that they condemn the Com- 
mon. Prayer as adead Forin, und cry 2 the 
Extempore.2 way, as the only. bias mode 
of ſerving God. Aid while they thus judge, 
they are f ubjedt to be. drawn into Schiſm and 
Errour by every ſubtile Seducer that can ban- 
'dle the inſtrument of his Tongue well, and 
affect their minds with. ſome devout Paſſ 70NS, 
_ For ſo longas they think That way, of Keli- | 
gion beſt which moſt affedts them, ( novelty ba- 
. Ping 4 great force in that. matter. and men 
that deſign to ſerve their Intereſts by makin 
- Diſciples, being af to bend their minds —_ 
ftrenuouſly to ſtudy to ſpeak to mens paſſions ) 
men can never be 7? 4 in. any, way of. Religi- 
on But nowif they were once  perſwaded - 
ghat thoſe publick. Adminiſtrations were beſt; 
I ps which. ſerve moſt fitly* to the Worſhip and 
a of the Derty, and are moſt ads * 
vantogeome | 


bl 


TR 


| declare our obligation unto all we perform in 


concerning Divine: Worſhip. 
rantageows for the conjunttion of theſt ſolemn 
ations. which T here: ſpeak of it would*Þe 
hard for them to find any better than ours*a- 
mong thoſe. which. ſeparate from us. 6 
For the better underftanding the beginning 
of the" | fovegojng. Paragrapþ, whetein T ſay, 
that in the Offices of Divine Worſhip we ex- 
plain the  ſignification of the 'a&ts off Adord- 
tion, T muſt obſerve, 1. That, as the Worſhip 
we perform t0'God,- by humbly bowing down 
in our approach to bis glorious Majeſty , doth 


the folloming Officer 5 ſo thoſe Offices do con- 
tain the .explication of the Worſhip we there- 
by give to the Almighty. For ſince we de- 
clare by that aftion, that we worlhip hin as 
the only true God, we oblige our ſelves to pers 
form that ſervice which Deity makes hig 'due 5: 
and thi we do, when we give him thanks fdr 
the great benetits we have received at his 
hands,and ſet. forth his moſt worthy praiſe; 
when we attend diligently to his holy Word, 
and ſeeh, at his bands thu 
neceflary tor - Body ganas 
theſe things we do ackulles 
Fountain of our Being 
fits whereof” we are pili 

Eebereof 5 and that he 


free and gracious dont 4 
i moft worthy of all the*Praiſe and Glory that © 
pr we 3 


ue of all the bene- 
s , and to be the * 
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we can give bim, as by reaſon thereof, ſo alſo 
becauſe of the infinite perfetons of bis Na- 
ture , and hy mighty and wonderful work 
which we behold 5: That he u infinite Wiſ- 
dom and Truth, and to be believed in all that 
be reveals to us 3 That be us our only ſupream 
 Law-giver , and to be obeyed int all that y | 
commands us 5 That . he js our Soveraigy | 
Lord, and our weal or wo doth wholly de- 
pend on his Favour or Diſpleaſure and that} 
no arts or labours of our own can ſecure us a- 
gainſt miſery , or inſtate .us in trne felicity,} 
whether it be internal or. externel , JO 71 
 futare , but that our whole dependance is on 
his favour and blefſing. And allthis, and 
wuch more , is contained in our acknowledg- 
ing him to be God, which we do, by bowing 
down: before him in the place of #1 Publick 
.Wolhip. f 
-* 2, 'Sixce thechief end of our publick Ser- 
vice 2s the moſt explicite worſhipping God, by 
ecknowledging thoſe things which Deity. doth| 
imply 5" It ir very meet that we joyn this ad 
of Adoration tatth,our Prayers and Praiſes, 
in fit places wiz" the mention of Gods 
gloriow Titles aol ributes in the begine | 
nings of the Colls and when we implore 


bis gracious ace: Ms through the merits of 
our bleſſed Saviour, Wie concluſion there 


6b =. % 
#5. - 


"AE 

B by 4 

" ” 

FF - 2.4 

je: ONE 
PT en 


= 
PT 


concerning Divine Worſhip. 
and there are alſo many places in the Te De- 
um , and in the other Hymns and Pſalmg, 
where this afion, is very fit , both zo expreſs 
our ſenſe of Gods preſence, our reverence to- 
wards him, our belief that he ſees us, and © 
that he heavs all we ſpeak, to him. and alſo 
to keep our Devotion in life and ſtrength, and 
to aſſiſt it in eachother. I find in many pla- 
ces of Scripture , where the manner.of- the 
ſolemn - gowns of the people wnto God is 
deſcribed , that they did bow their heads 
and worſhip, in conjuntion with their Prai- 
fes and Prayers: Andit ſeems to me , that 
there is ſuch 4 natural derency in the thing, 
that all unprejudiced perſons muſt approve it. 
Sure I am, that the devout behaviaur. of ſuch 
as I bave known to be truly pious men in uhis 
kind, hath had a great influence on me; and 
I may think it will bave the like on others, © 
3. That it ſtems to me, that the'intention 
of mind which is required to the ſpeaking in 
any good Sence and Method in the Exteamipo-. 
re-way of Pr.ryer, is a great hintlrance zo the 
due uſe of ſuch afis of Worſhip in the ſpea- 
ker 3. and the neceſſary attention to what. is 
ſpoken , and the inward diſconrſe of Reaſon, 
whether it be fit for us t0.joyn with the Mini- 
ſter therein, is as great biudrance to ſuch De-- 
ation in the hearers. | 4 
4-Thas 2; 
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ir That the Brief and Comprehenſav 
Pos into which the general Office of Pray 
er.in our Way is divided, feems much betta) 
mn this reſped-, than if the ſeveral.matteri 
whereof they conſiſt were compoſed znto one 
Jong co et Prayer. : 

: "Ie That. 7, world be 7 very convenient tha 
every one would. keep.:to their, own * Pariſh: 
Church, "where. they might have CONVENIERe 
cies to perform both this and other Expreſſio ons 
LA Se, than they can in a Crowd) ; 


cz *#z Fe 


IV ben men nly 14 hg and confi F309 that thes 
75 one eternal infinite Being , of moſt gloriow 
and tremendous Majeſty, and of incompreben- 
f ble Goodneſs, Wiſdom, and Power, that is} 
preſent in all places , who, having 'made wl 
ps ſuch powers and faculties as fit us for 
'bis Worſhip and Service, and enriched = 
with ſuch benefits as give us greateſt obliga- 
"tions thereunto , doth- expect that we per 7 
' the ſame to the greateſt aduaitage of his-G 
' ry and. Honour. .. T ſay , when we knowing 
"this, go-unto the place of Gods Publick Wor 
. ſhip, and there do by ations worſhip God, 
bowing 
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concerning Divine Worſhip. 


x1 bowing our Heads and Knees: before hins, 
I and alſo by words , declaring our belief of 
"Vt bis Being, Preſence, Perfe@ions, and wondef= 
ertert ful Works, and our thank;fulneſs for bus infi= 
FF nite Mercies , and joy and delight in bis Ser- 
' OWN vice s when we humbly and ſeriouſly attend 

if 20 the ſolemn reading of his divine Truth, the 
a) Hiltories of bis mighty Works, to bis Promi: 
iſh-þ ſes and Threatnings whereby he hath enforced 
| his Laws , to the Prophecies and miraculous 
Gifts whereby, he hath aſſured us the. Do- 
frine is from himſelf, though by miniGry. of 
men, and ſuch-like things of great concern-. 
ment to theglory of God, as well as our good, 
which- we hear .out of the holy. Scriptures <« 


_ 
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Eyes and Hands to Heaven, &c. and alh 
kneeling and ſtanding as it 7s mott fitly or 
dered by the Church : And when every one att) ® 
the concluſion of the Service uſing fome ſhonll 7 
Ejaculation to beg Gods pardon for what del} 
feds we have been guilty,of , and his acceps A 
tance of our ſincere defire to honour him, hums- F 
bly bowing before him 2t our leaving th; : 
Church, this I concetve to have as much} - 
Conformity to what all men (that confidal 
their natural apprehenfions of things) will 
judge moſt like to that which is the plain 
ſenſe of Worſhipping God. M 
"Tis ſome wonder to me , that many whil f 
ſeem to have a great zeal for the Worſhip of 
God , and make every thing they do about Re 
ligion part thereof (as the Church-Cove 
nant, (which they add to that of Baptiſm)] 
and the ſuffrage of the People in the matte 
. of the Ordination of Miniſters, &c.) ſhoyla 
be ſo inobſervant of that Worſhip which Hes 
thens have known by the light of Natare tobis 
dne to God and which all that ever worſhit+) 
ped 2 God ( true or falſe ) have uſed, Cer- 
tatnly the Law of Nature is Gods mg 
primutive Law , and cannot be altered whilt 
things remain the ſame, and all Divine It» 
Ritutions in the matter of Worſhip, do but 
ſrpply the defefis of that Law, and w 
Moazs 
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concerning Divine Worſhip. 


«i Modes of Worſhip added ( for ſpecial rea- 
. "x ſons to that which Nature tanght,but no way 
" "# excluſive thereof, or contrary thereunto \ and 
; Bthe Sacraments of the New Teſtament are 
on finſtituted on the ſame account. Befides, T 
"PI bave obſerved in the W ritings of the Noncon- 
My formiſts , an acknowledgment of the duty of 
wel natural Worſhip, and of the uſe of ſuch na- 
Wy $ tural ations whereof it conſilts > but always 

if this of Bowing, ( which is the chief ) is left 
"four of the Catalogue, and ſome hard names, 
"ach as Cringing Geſticulation, ec. 

| pon it, to diſgrace it , of which I never could 
v1} find any reaſon,but their enmity to ourChurch, 
NR and their diſuſe of it in their own Way. *Tis 

8 :r:e, in one T find this, That Cuftom doth 
TL limit and determine Natures Laws 3 upon 
m)| which account , Proſtration, and wearing 
w- Sack-cloth , and rending Garments , are 
wa! now diſuſed.” And Powing ( ſince it is ftitI 
h left ont ) ſeems to be put among the numbey 
Oy of thoſe natural a&ions determined by Cuftom. 
74 But what Cuſtom is this ? Surely not the 
T's Cuftom of the Community of Mankind , nov 
a of the Church of Chrift , but of ſome that © 


have almoſt baniſhed all other expreſſions of* 
Devotion , bit fnch which may be as proper 
"@ to the bearing any Tragical ftory,as to the Wor- 
ſhip of God, But thongh Nature onlyteach- © 
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eththe uſe of ſuch behaviour in worſhipping 


God as is moſt expreſſive of our Reverence t0- 
wards him , and Cuſtom may make ſome va- 
riation of thoſe expreſſions yet this, ad of 
Bowing ſeems ſo naturally fit to expreſs re- 
verence, and ſo decent, that it hath become us 
niverſally Cuſtomary, and is never like to be 
determined by contrary Cuſtom , or diſparaged 
by bard Namps, Re! amongſt ſuch. as. the, 
ſelves. . - :.. 

T know that it is alſo ſaid, that. the Adi o 
Parliament forbids the uſe of any other Cere 
monies than what are m:ntioned (in, the Ru- 
brick:3- and that this being not mentioned Fe # 
would bean aft of diſobedience to uſe-it.. | Ty 
which..I anſwer, That the natural expreſſions 
of Worſhip and Reverence t0 Almighty Gol 
cannot be: there meant « for then, lifting u) 
tbe Hands and: Eyes to Heaven, maybt 
oft forkuddex” as well as this which 1 


none, will afirm : But as. God bimfelf | 


_ net inſtituted any thing paſitively,( no nd 


#n the time of the Law, when: be was ( as i 


.were )\the: Temporal. Monarch. of the Jery 
about. his Natural Worſhip, C ſuch as was pet 
-formed in their. Synagogues ) ſo, our Gaua 
.nours bave , not thought fit. to inſtitute... 


thing in this Caſe, > leave it ta.be dont A- | 


every one as. bis Devotion moves bim > h by 


* of 


certainly they never intended to forbid it , as 
is here ſuggeſted. @ SAVAGE 
It is alſo ſaid by ſome, that jt may make 
the Service of God ſeem ludicrous -;- by being 
done too much \, and every one hath not difere= 
tion to do it as be ought , and will be apt to 
exceed \ that the Papiſts are grown toſuch an 
extream inthis ation of Bowing , + and*fuch 


f 


 Geſticulations about it, that their Service 'is 
as ridiculous to Proteſtants; &c.- To-whith 1 


anſwer 3 As to the Papiſts,T can be no judge in 


that matter, becauſe T never ſaw the full Or- 
' der of their Service, but I know that-many 


efteem "ill of things they” are not uſed to, with- 


" out Juſt cauſe 3 the uſe of Muſick"and arti- 
' haal Singing, of Reſponſes:and Alternate 


Readings in Divine Service, ſeem ridiexlous 
to ſome that have been educated -n-' another 


Way. Beſides, what the Papiſts are thmght 


toexceed in, is matter of Inſtitution 5 "the 
time and place of their Bowing, Croſſing, Ss 


| ws, direfted by their Rubrick( as T have 
"rea 


of liberty, in which IT never ſaw or heard 


) but that which I ſpeak of, is a matter 


that there was exceſs. That people left at li- 


* berty ſhould be too much - in bowing their 


Heads or Knees in adoration of bima.they 


| worſbip, in lifting up their Hands and Eyes | 
me, to Heaven, in expreſſion of their fervent affe= -Þ 
b Gion 
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Gon in Prayer, &c. ſeems to me na way to h 
feared. *Tis like ſome few ( eſpecially of th 
er ſort) that are much affected by obſer. 
als the decency of this in ſome Miniſters thy 
prattsſe it 3 being ſuch, as bythe bolineſs if 
their Life, and excellency of their Daftrin, 
have obtained a great reverence with 
them; I ſay, they may ſeem ( and, 
#bink, but ſeem) too zealous in this matter 
but as the generality are far enough from that 
Javelt 'H and more like to be aſhamed to (| 
what their Canſciences tell them is very decent 
(eſpecially when dane by grave men) than t 
exceed therein. ſo I think the fear of it ſhouli 
deter noman from recommending a due aul 
gecent performonce , which is all this P; M 
ins at. But ſuppoſing this to be true, thi , h 
90011 do, Qr May thus exceed , is ſeems an bet 
weyaf argring, That becauſe athing mayh oy 
.ever-gone , therefore it ſhould nat be. done # Gt, 
al, Some find fault with Extempad », 
,Prayers , that they are 200 long, and other: 
"witbours ; in the Common Prayer, that a n 
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880 ſhort « Should any man now ſay, li I yy, 
heft then #0 bave no Prayers at all? yet "tal , 1 
«s much reaſon in this caſe as the other, Maj 
will never be of one mind .in the pan, ho 
abeſe things , while they are of different f "eu 


Fection > the Formal will condemn the D 


concefning DivineWerlhp. 


yout of Exceſs , as they do them of Defed : 
but when Reaſon us conſulted, all will agree 
that ſomething of this kind is decent, and 
therefore metbinks , after there hath been a- 
mong #5 ſo long a total omiſſion of this way 
of expreſſing Devotion, none ſhould blame my 
Eſſay torecomment it. Though T have ſaid 
this march in favour of Bowing, which wur 
Church leaves to every ones liberty , yet 1 
| would not be thought ſo confident in my af 
MP fertions herein, as 'to condemn all that do at 
bi bold or prafliſe as T do: but T humbly offer 
M this, as otber things, to the conſideration .of 
1 the Wiſe, being willing to reform any thing 
] i: my thoughtF or attions that T ſhall be con- 
vinced to be amiſs. And do believe that 
thoſe Conformiſt, who uſe not this ation ave 
; better reaſon for it than I am aware of > ar 
"} elſe on farther confideration , may .do as muſt 
Churches in the world , aud moſt of they 
Brethren have given them example. 

\ Tſhall farther obſerve, as 20 this matter of 
| Gods Worſhip , That God expedts ſuch 
| Worſhip from us, as is ſutable to the Re- 
| velations he hath made of himſelf, 
"J was cauſe of his great difpleaſure againſt ' 
3} 3be Gentile world , that when they ; 

{| him to be God, they did not worſhip him 
"| 5 God : when bis eternal A - 
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Godhead (though inviſible in it ſelf) wa] th 
made evident by the works of his Creati-| th 
on which they had continually before their fo 
eye#, whereby they might have learnt to wor-| G 
ſhip bim as an infinite incorruptible Spirit,yet | th 
they would worſhip him under the reſem- 2h 
blances of Cortuptible things z which wa or 
a Aiſhonoxr to the Eternity and Omnipotencyof| res 
' bis Divine Nature. Wh 
" Bret now our bleſſed Saviour hath fartha} G1 
revealed the incomprehenſible Deity , as ſub th: 
. Titing in a Trinity of perſons in the Unity of de 
bis Effence , and as manifeſted in our Fleſh Pre 
#1" the'ſecond Perſon of that bleſſed Trinity 
which revelation of God requires ſumething 
peculiar inthe matter of Divine Worſhip fro 
-2s Chriftians. It hath been received as 4 
matter of Faith by the Catholick Church,Thaſ 21 
the Trinity in Unity and the Unity in} 4. 
Trinity is to be worſhipped 3 and that on} * 
_ bleſſed Saviour,as God and man, it to behy "0t 
noured as we honour the Father. Now il Pen 
' ſeems tome , that there is ſuch an excelleii and 
"Order in our Liturgy for the performance 9 Sph 
* the Worſhip of God and onr bleſſed $aviol Teft 


* according to theſe Evangelieal Revelation 0 a 
"that "tis ſcarce to beequailed in any oth 
. rt, : 


' Way, eſpecially that which is ſet up in L 
"petition with it. And I doubt not, all 1h 


_ 
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| the Te Deum, the Gloria Patri; (which. we 
| ſo frequently uſe, becauſe it is ſuitable ta this 
| Goſpel-Worſhip, (of which yet ſome complain 
| there is great defedt in our Liturgy) as alſo 
the Creed, the Letany , and the Communi- 
| on-Service, and howy God is therein honou- 
fo red 2s Three perſons,and yet but one God, and 
our Saviour invocated and acknowledged as 
of God-man advanced to the higheſt dignity at 
| the right hand of God, Iſay, be that confſi- 
fl ders this, I hope, will think. as I do. T know 
, 


” 
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prejudice hinders men from obſerving what is - 
| excellent in any thing , but eſpecially in ſuch 

wu} things they are not uſed to: but as I ſuppoſe 
ad none will deny God is thus to be worſhipped 3 
i} fo, where men are not prejudiced, T verily be- 


that will impartially conſider the Reſponſes, 


of lieve they will think, that in no Way they can” 


ind 20 7; better. 

wid There is ſomething alſo to be inferred,” as 
4 to this matter of Gods Worſhip , from the 
if plentiful effufion of the Spirit in Goſpel-times, 
i - and or Fellowſhip and Communion 'in that 
4 Spirit, There are ſome Phraſes in the New 
Teſtament, which,T think, have been perverted 
ul to a wrong ſence > ſuch as Praying in the 
bo Holy Ghott, Worthipping God in the Spi- 
rit, and in Spirit and Truth : which Tthink - 
may better be referred to the worſhipping God * © 
| C = 


as revealed by the Goſpel (which is called 
' the miniſtration - of the Spirit) zn; the re- 
Jp forementioned 3 or elſe to our worſhipping 
God in Faith and Fervency, in Vnity and 
Unanimity, without diftiuion of Few and 
Gentile ; in ſpirituality, witbout legal Types 
and Figures, and carnal Ordinances , in the 
wertue of Chriſts Merits, which was the 
mrath of all the bloudy Sacrifices of atone- 


ment. for acceptance with God in the legal 


W. orſhip 1 and this, according to the revel as 
tions whereof the Spirit of Chriſt is Authay, 
and by whoſe Gifts and Powers they were 


confirmed : IT ſay, better reſerved to theſ 
#hings, than ts praying without (tudy, or a 


prepared Form,onely by help of the Spirite | 
It ſeems to me , that if thiſe Expreſiatil 
had any relation to praying by any extraorde[ 


nary and ſupernatural. aſſiſtance of Gods Spk 


' rit, (as was their praying in Langauagat 


they had never learnt , or in Expreſſions "thaſ 


were above any attainments they could be ſup 
poſed to have by ordinary means ) it muſt i 
applyable onely unto that time. For, howevt 
an Opinion hath been infinuated of late, of 0 
miraculous and ſupernatural aſſiſtance for ti 
performance of that duty, which hath ajva 
confidence to many ( who are naturally unahl 
for the ſame ) to venture on it, and that end 


, 
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in publick, Adminiſtration , to the great diſho- 
nour of Religion , and juſt offence of all wiſe 
men 3 yet I think none will dare to affitm, that 
any Chriſtian or Miniſter hath any promiſe 
from God of ſuch aſſiſtance of the Spirit, as 
may make it to be truly ſaid, that he prays .in 
the Spirit, # the ſenſe above-mentioned. But 
now, 45 I firſt interpreted it of praying as the 
Revelations of the Spirit of Chriſt in the Go= 
ſel requires , # is appliable to all times and 


©} perſons : and this T think, to be done (as in 
T the forementioned reſþe& of worſhipping the 


| Trinity in Unity, and our Lord and Saviour 
ſth us God-man, ſo alſo ) when our Prayers are 
- ordered for the greateſt ad vantage of Faith 
and fervency.and of the Union and Com- 
| munion of all Saints 3 and ſo T think ours 
'Þ are, 
Pl Por inthe firſt place, our Faith is helped; 
By by the aſſurance that we ark, ſuch things as 
are pleaſing to-God 3 and ſecondly , by the 
h frequent mention of the merits of Chriſt : 
F i IPhen we pray in the words which our Lord 
wy nd Sanionr hath taught us, and uſe ſuch 
1 Forms af have been compoſed by men famous 
"* 1 the Church, and approved by multitudes of 
"} Chriſtians , and that for many Ages 3 when 
"_ ur Prayers are ordered with great advice of 
ay "hoſe that are moſt Learned among or ſelves, 
; C 2 
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x being alſo ſuch as are orderly-called to di- 
red the publickminiſtrations in Sacred things ) 
and when they are approved by all the Chri- 
ſtians united under one Civil Government , 
(wbich approbation is declared by their Re- 
preſentatives i in Parliament , with whoje ad- 
ice they.are by Law etabliſhed ) and when 
.we may our. ſelves conſider and weigh the 
ſame. before we uſe them, having them in our 
(Books to read at any time 5 certainly we may 
07 all theſe accounts be.more aſſured that we 
| fray for Such tbings as we ought, than when 
we joyn in a Prayer we never heard before,and 
ſuch as is the ſudden conception of a privait 
Miniſter , ( as the uſe is with thoſe that art 
againlt our Way. .) Thirdly, the frequent 
.. mention of the Merits of our Saviour .at tht 
concl;ifion of our brief Collefs, is more help 
ful to our Belief that we (hall find acceptanc 
for Chrijts ſake, than when it 4s onely once 
the end of a long continued Prayer, if m 
own experience and that of wiſer men do nd 
Acceive me. 


- And for fervency,we have great belp alſ 
having nothing to do but to apply aur mind; 
to earnellue ſs in praiſing God and praying: 
vim , no need of attending to bear ws 
ſpoken , that we may judge whether it. 
for us ta joyn in or not « .and when we.k 
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concerning. Divine Worſhip. 
the Prayers beforehand , we can joyn with the 
Miniſter au4 Congregation , though we bear 


' not every word is read, And the briefneſs 


of the Prayers,being compoſed of ſuch weighty 
and comprehenſive Expreſſions , helps more to 
true- fervency than long Prayers , though the 
novelty and variety may more work on mens 
Fancics. | 

3.: We have far more of the Fellowſhip 
and Communion of the Spirit in our Way, 
than in that which is ſet up againſt it, Firſt, 
we agree with the Saints of all Ages in this, 
That the publick Worſhip of God is to be 
2dminiſtred by a prepared Form, and not 
by the preſent conceptions of the Admi- 
niſtrator : For Þ cannmt underftand that 
either the Fewiſh Church or the Chriftian did 
ever adminiſter their publick Worſhip in any 
other way (except what thoſe perſons did who 


were Divinely inſpired , as many were amang 


the Tews, and in the firlt ages of the Church, 

who therefore were ſaid to prophecy when they 
uttered ſuch excellent Pſalms or Prayers Fx. 
tempore : ) of which this is a ſufficient des 
monſtr2tion to me , That in the Fewiſh Syna- 
gogues all things at this day are adminiſtred 
by Forms, and in all the Chriftian-Churehes 


mM ( that bave not been accounted Enthuftaſticl 


tbe fame Way was ever obſerved; + or at leait, 
C3 ' hone 
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none can deny that it now is ſo in all the Chri- 
flian World, except thoſe Congreations that 
are united in ſome 04d opinion, and ſeparate 
from the body of Chritians; the onely coufi- 
derable Body of theſe that ever admitted the 
other Way of adminiſtration, being the Scots 
formerly, and the Englith in the Iate Diftra- 
Aions: but on many accounts that admiſſion 
cannot be efteemed an orderly Settlement , or 
excuſe them from Schiſm , though it were by 
the prevailing party. Now fince it bath ſcarce 
ever been known, that in matters Sacred, and 
of long Cujtom , great alterations have been 


made , but with great Oppoſitions and Comte 
motions \ I conclude.that if in the beginning. 
of the Fewiſh Worſhip in their Synagogues, 


or of the Chriſtian Worſhip in the publick, Aſs 
ſemblies, Prayers had been ordinarily uſed to 
be made in the Exterpore way (except by 


inſpired perſons, as before) that Way could. 


| not have been altered, ſo univerſally as it was, 
to the wſe of Forms, and yet we have no no+ 
tice of the ſame, either in Hijtory or by Tras 
dition. But not onely in that we uſ: a Forth, 
but we uſe ſuch Forms wherein we have the 
moſt Communion with other Chriſtians that # 


poſſible in the very words we ſpeak we uſe the 


Ly of David , which as they have eve 
been. a part of the Publick Worſhip of " 
, 


"Is.. 


concerning Divine Worſhip 
fo alſo of Chriſtians : #he Te Deum hath 


been uſed very anciently, and received of abun- 
dance of Churches into their publick Liturgy 
ſo the Creeds, and the Collects before the E- 
piftles and Goſpels > and the General Con- 
feſfion and AbſoJution 3 the Gloria Patr! 
and moft parts of our Service, which is made 
np of the moſt approved and generally-received 
Forms of Prayer that could be found , with 
accommodation to the preſent time, 

3. In the uſe of the Common-Prayer , we 
have Communion moſt fully with the Chriſti- 
ans to whom me are united under one Govern-- 
ment, which we call the Charch of England 
ant with all that Congregation that we pre- 
ſently joyn within publick Worſhip s whereas 
m the other Fay we have no certain Commu- 
nion but onely with the Miniſter, becauſe we - 
are not ſure that any one in the Congregation 
approves of all be ſays, nor it maybe can. we 
neither, and it is poſſible the Minifter himſelf 
may ſpeak that , for want of premeditation, - 
woieb be on ſecond thoughts may not approve 


| bimſelf. So that there cannot be fo full Come 


munion of the Spirit in that Way as in outs. 
Theſe things IT have thought fit to hint, t0 
beget a good opinion in the minds of men , of 
our eftablifhed Order for the publick, Worſhip 
of. God, But I world not k thought to de- 

G4. 


A PREFACE 


Piſe any that bave a true Jove to God, and de-| 
fire to honour and glorifie him m.ſuch a way] ri 
of Worſhip as: they think mojt acceptable to} be 
him , what miſtakes foever miſinformation} D 
and prejudices of Education and Converſes| til 
may ſubject them unto. And I bope thoſe that] boi 
differ from me , will not reproach my fervent} no 
defire to promote Piety in the Way I beſt ap-| ba 
prove.and that which I am many ways obliged} th: 
to chuſe before any. other. And if what I hawh to 
written would perſwad: them to make.a honeſt} the 
trial , (not | byftanding at gaze. to ſee what Ch 
_ we db, or fitting by as unconcerned in the War-| of 
_ ſhip we offer by the ps a » while} enc 
they only wait for the Preacher they deſire tif Pe: 
hear, but ) by joyning heartily with us, accor- be 
ding to the advice of this Paper, I do nd 
doubt but they would ſoon leave wondering a 
' my fervencyin this Way. But if ſome ſhoull 
through miſguided Zeal, or for the intereſts 0 
their Party, fall foul on me for commending 
what they ſeek, by all means to deprave , 
am content to ſuffer as my Saviour did, whilt 
the Reproaches of thoſe that reproact 
God (in condemning what by the Laws 
Nature, and Examples in Scripture, beaf| 
proves ) fall upon me. And if thoſe , th 
approve this Way of Worſhip, be made here 
the more fervent and devout in attending thete 


pt 
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concerning Divine Worſhip. 
upon; I ſhall rejoyce in my Iabours and ſuffe- 


rings for their ſakes. And T hope they will 


be ſo, when they conſider , that in this Way, 
Devotion 14 not ſubjed to be abuſed by the ſub= © 
tilty of ill men, as it hath been by ſuch ont 
both fides that differ from us : That here is 
no diſcouragement given to th: weak aig 
baſhful , by exemplifying a way of Devotioh 
that is above their reach nor any temptation - 
to the bold and ſelf=conceited. to aſpire ,. to 
their own ſhame, and the diſturbante of the 
Church : That therein. nothing but principles 
of Truth, that tend to Piety, Charity, Obedi- 

ence to Superiours, Meekneſs, Moderation.and p: 
Peaceableneſs among our ſelves, art poſſible to | 
be influuated into our minds : That hereby we 
ſrall be greatly aſſiſted in holy Meditations, 
(while our minds will be ſtored with abun- 
dance of excellent matter for the ſame ). and. 
imtducating our Children religiouſly, in keepx 
ng our Families in unity and order, and pet= 

forming the Worſhip belonging. 10 the. ſame 3, + 

and mnany. other great benefits that we ſhall - © 
experience in a devout dttendance on the daily - 

Service of God in publick, appointed by this 


Church, by which "means they will alſo be. 


more confirmed in their love hereunto, and be- 
come examples to others, who 7-4!1 be more ef- 


fedciually drawn to their duty, by obſerving” 
the: 
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the praciice - this _ of Piety , tha by ., 
dept of about it. Andit ſeems th mn, 


that nothing is more libe to preſerve this 
Church againſt the deſigns of its Enemies on 
both hands, than ſuch fervency of true Dewe-| 
#10n in thoſe that profeſs themſelves the Chil ka 
ores thereof : e effecting of which is th 'E 
n of tbe 7500 Advice both to-Readen ny 


2 Pcople. 18 


7 Hile this Sheet was Printing, If _ 
was told by. a friend, that hef 
heard the Learned Dr.Beveridge (in a Ser 
mon on Tetus 2: 12, March 26.) declare, 
That the import of the word Worſhip,was 
eng Honour and Reſpe& by bow- 
ing the” Head and Shoulders ; and that 
this aQion , as.it hag ancichtly been. uſed 
in Ticret Offices to ftignifhe aur adoration 
of A Alivigh gl it 1s molt brand 
8 Ol hop of Religion. n NOW, 
| _ Ts fat pleaſcd that the judgment of 
_ fhexcellenc a perfon., publickly declared, 
{hs atthe FOmwueg, out of this Book,{which 
am ſure he ng. not the leaſt knowledge 
ox. intimation Ve countenance to 

Undertaking in 6 roo M 
Since that , T hearing the ſaid Dota 

read Prayers at one of the Lent-Sermons 
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perfet Exemplification of what I adviſe 
in the Book , that I might ſeem to have 
karnt all from his practice (though 1 ne- 
ver heard him before). And I have great 
hope,that the example of -one ſo eminent- 


concerning Divine Worſhip. J 
athis Church, it ſeemed to me ſuch a © * 


ly Pions and Learned ,, of ſo excellent a : 
Temper, and ſuch unwearied Labours in 7. 
the Miniſtry, may do more toward in- 
troducing ſeriouſneſs and reverence in Di> - 


vine Worſhip , than theſe Papers can do 
themſelves : wherefore I have ventured - 


- 


(without his knowledge) to propoſe his - 
Example in conjunRion with my endea- - 


vours 3 humbly begging his pardon, if he .-* -! 
be offended to have his Name. mentioned © _-} 


by fo unworthy a Pen... 
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CONSIDERATIONS 
Offered to 


Readers and. \Proplis 


| Dirtins fr READERS. 


'E that will perfaent hinge 
vice as he ought; nal fide: 
prepared with tme'/Devotior "4 
= in -his-Mind:and Spirits2>: ; 2 
Two things are needful for the expiis! "2s 
cation of+ this. iFirſt; that the i _ 2M 
Devotion is-a, neceſſary part of Worſhip. - 'Se*? 7 
condly, that ee Fa difficult for the Reas' iJ 
dez:20; make ſuch Expreſſion ,.. if be have-nob? 
real Devotion in bimſelf. - t 402 
'For-the firſt, I ſhall only obſerve; cas? | | 3 
it is the very nature of Publick W oY 
be an outward cxprefſian of ſuch aft. I 


--, 


[2] 
ons of our Souls as are due unto God 2» 
ne. ;.and_ ſuch an expreſſian as. is moſt 
unto his Honour: and our own and others 
Fdifcation. This, I think, noman n will 


for cy rg to expreſs a gay 
tervency ,in ſupplicati 
[yr Fave 75 che Spring ey as 


tain of all our comfort 3 3, and a great Joy- 
and | exultancy In exrollitg his greatneſs, 
and praifing his goodneſs,as the peyicction: 
of our Felfcity 5 and alſo t6 be accoinpa- 
nicd with actions ſuitable therennto.. . And- 
he that reads the Prayers with a rambling; 
haſt, without Lich dire expreffions of Des 
votion in the manner of his S perch and: 


N Adtives;guitc alters the nature 0 n= thu X 


8 cement of tdeadibg; fach po_ (24 
| havemereuptnus, Chiilt have: 
1 2 mpg ws, Lo!d have m 

gw } with fuch-z tnanner off (} 
_ thes but licole Devotion an) 
ting. And fo they ways 
E-- = 63 - oor the Gloria Pityi-, and: Te Diu 
| &c. without 'fuch cheerfulneſsdf Speed S., | 
6 and Tevercnt acts of Adoration as become; 
- the latne. | Nenher can we — : 


YH 

| Jan + 
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deny. And for that reaſon our Liturgy | 


OE Oe on Sn T my rn 
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honour: God hr So al we 
we do not appear fervous and-de in” 
pronouncing the fame : por will it Ne 
dific our (elves or others. For-wards Þ 
not work here as Spells and Charms , but, 
| as rational Toſtrumentsthat tignifie the bes, 
| licf and affeQions of gar: \ Souls 3... which, 
they cannot do, but by being, ſo pronouns 
ced, and accompanied ones fit athions as 
aforclaid, So that upon theſe reafe 
| Readeris obliged to the expreſſion of Di 
4 yotion injhis performance of this Service: N 
But-belides,he that'is careleſs m making, 
ſuch expreſſion of Devotion in Bll 
Sen BY doth Verp ar a DOE the: 


2 this, Jad {nixeat: 2%, 
der tg conlider., that notwithſla AS 
1011 Ol Tongues, there ..1s Kb: 


ſion 
mal Tang underſtood. . by all. Many 
zndowthe ignorant as wall.an 


the by in-ar__NN And. thole that. 
the meaning, of the words. we. 
an well perceive whether we {peak.Se 
or:Nonſence, yet by this can give % 


; i "I of 7 nt we ſay or %g ,. as t6 the general 
>” tendency thereof,, And this language con-[ ing 
fiſts in the Toneof our Words, and Mode 
of oar Aions 3 by theſe they know whe- 
' ther a man means Love or Hatred, Anger 
or Good pleaſure, Honour or Contempt,in 
the common converſation of this life: and 
fo'in" the! matter of Religion, they know Mc 
by thefe , whether a man, being inthe} wa 
Church; means the adoration of a God,or} 
"4 phantaſtick obſervation of perſons of 
things there preſent 3 3 whether he meu 
© @ hole] delight in exerciſing his Gifts and 
| natufatpowers, and: in attending to the 
”” Mulickof Wotds, Voices, or Inſtruments, 
(for there is no great difference, if no 
morebe meant) or a Spiritual employmeit 
of " bis mind upon God, and whe FWgs of 
rionges his thiefeft joy. "A 
And this kind of Language, (be 
: call it) asit is underliood moſtigenes 
= = Toit works moſt powerfully on: the] 
* mics of men, and diſpoſeth them tg. be 5 
 Hevewhat it expreſſeth , more than'at 
Rhetorick of wordscan do, ras. Fl 
3 theſe <xprefſions,as 1 well as that of Word: 
requires ſome caution for the right undas 
- FRanding'them, and may be abuted by BY: 
© Pocrites, to cheat and deceive the wor 
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yet fince , according to mens underſtangÞ-**4 
ing of. them, (and till they are convinced 3 
of the Hypocrife) they do' incline and af- 
te& their minds,men are to account;them- 
ſelves concerned to make ſuch expreſſions 
for their conviction and edification 3 - and 
that the rather , becauſe elſe the-Souls of . 
Men will be betrayed to thoſe that liein 
wait to deceive: by ſuch falſe appearances. 
And it is not a thing arbitrary,and at mens 
liberty; whether they will uſe theſe expres _ 
fions or not : For ſince they are ſo: ſignifi- 

cant of our;adoration. of God, or ferven= 
cy.inour[/Prayers-to him , and exultancy 
in his praiſes'3, we muſt be obliged there» 
unto, by vertue of the Com $s of. wor- 
ſhipping God, of ſo praying and praifing 
as is worthy of _ him; beſides the many 
Examples of this in. Scripture. And indeed; 
the Minds of men are ſo apt to be inclined 
by theſe , that they. will ſcarce believe we 


| truly mean the Worſhip of God, except 


we expreſs it by ſuch figns. Now to ap+ 
ply this to the preſent purpoſe. _ ; 7: 
. All Nations , according to that kiiows 
ledge which naturally they have of: this, 
bave inſtituted and-practiſed ſuch Exprel- .* 
lions-of their, Honour and Reſpe&t-unto  - 
the God they worſhipped 3 and the —_ A 
v the ---z 


Lz 


[65] 


the Papiſts have declined from the ſub 
ftance'of true Piety., the more they. han = 
endeavoured its keep up the reputation o 
it; by outward figns of Devotion 3' and/allft 
Sette. as they have formerly , ſo do t w | 
ftillmake the appearances of extraording 7 
Ty Devotion, the means to introduce t| 
Errours and 'Schiſms. Now taking Hi 
tor-granted , that it is part of the Law 
writcn in the hearts of all men , that 
whatever is acknowledged to be God is! 
be worſhipped and adored 3 and that 
the Name of God is great and dreadful 
his: Worthip ſhould be awful and ſerious 
and that they all underſtand by the mm 
focomentioned when it appears to be fs 
3 ſay, on ſuch premiſes we may concluil 
that be our Religion never fo good, ne 
ther Papiſts nor Setaries will ever be i 
dined to conſider it , nor brought toe 
_ braceit , while they perceive a defect i 
theſe: Exprefiions of Devotion in our mt 
folewn Offices of Divine Worthip, 
whillt they think they oat-Go usin'a wil 
to are {> certain to begood and 
pleaſing to God, and profitableto rh 
belicve there can nobel 
ed; a more probable Cauſe then © 
_ great averiene(s both of. Papi ina 


» I 


[3] 


Iratifts to joya in our Common-Prayer *- 
IFor both theſe have great appearances of 
'Þ yotion in their ſevera} Ways:: 'The Pa- 
bit, in their frequent bowing, and other 
4s of Adoration 3 the Fanatichs, in their: 
Icing fervency and ſeriouſneſs in Ex-' 
temporary Prayers: . And theſe latter (in 
Swhom we are moſt concerned) are neceſh-' 
ltated to ſome kind of ſeriouſnels and in- 
geention , as that withouce which noman. 
pray in that Way with any tolerable' 
Pence and method 3 and many, who with 
reateſt intention and ſeriouſndl$ can yeadey 
either, axe the more -obliped-to + 
Yer ſervency ,at leaſt in ſhew, in'calling ar 
by We of Gosg, with ſeeming pri. 
Snel; and to uſe his Tides and- Attributes 
| orer and.over, and all to cover the dcefetts 
af their invention. But this however looks 
like the Expreffion of a 'great Devotion, - 
| «dis fo undecliood-by the vawary maul- 
a titude. If .: therefore they perceive 'ng. 
jj Expreiſions i in our Way that bear propor=. 
| fion to the ſame, it is impoſhble but they 
; will prefer rheirs before it; and hence 
gf they generally argue , *thar they are not 
i bound.to jon ina Way of Worſhip that 
gl 5-worſe ; when they have opportopity to. 
jj fave Communion ma a Way that is ie 
OW 
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Now the main thing in which it is bett 
in their opinion, is this, that they perceing 
in the [Miniſters of their Way a grea 
ſenſe of Gods inviſible preſence, andy 
great ſeriouſneſs and fervency of- mindi 
their Prayers to him 3 which they cann 
perceive in our Way , when the Prayeq 
are read without ſuch Expreſſions of Ds 
yotion., as I here affirm to be neceſſary, 
And- then it encourages the profaner ſax 
in negletivg theſe holy Offices : Fq 

when they ſee the Readers of the Prayd 
ſo ſlight and ſuperficial, and to expo 
little {ſeriouſneſs and Deyotion in Readinffi 
they will never think themſelves gx : 
" of avy great ſin in being flight and au 
leſs in hearing, or very indevout if th 
never. come to hear them at all. Thi 
things ſtiew a neceſfity of cxprelſingy : 

vyotion in reading the Prayers. But, - 

+, Secondly , This men will very hardly 
if tbey bave. not thetrmtb of it in their x ( 
auls,  *Tis true ,- men may very « 
diſcern by natural Reaſon, the dece 
| ring words with a promentiation | 
table to the matter they contain , and 
joyning therewith a fic and comelyi 
ment of the Body.z and they R 
now by common obſervation, that as... 


\ Y : & 


1 & i 
JI is Praiſe- worthy , ſo it is of good Report 
J among men : And-ſo it may/be thought, 
Fthat in compliance with their own Rea- 
4 {on, and to gain applauſe among men,Rega- 
þ ders may well enough compole themſelves 
T to counterfeit Devotion in performing the 
T Office of Common-prayer 3 and that, al 
T thovgh they have none of the truth of it 
fin themſelves. ; | . 
I confeſs; for my own part, I think a 
þ counterfeit Piety ſo much better for the 
I Church than a profeſs'd Formality -, that 
F1 wiſh the Praycrs were devoutly read,oni 
A what account ſoever it be done. . \. But. 
F when I conſider how Errour hath wea-+ 
Y kened the reſpect that ſhould be had to: 
FDcvotion in the way of Common-prayer,; 
and obſerve the great ſlightneſs and gene- 
wal formality that 'is too common in hea-: 
Fig it, -l amafraid chat this willprevent 
af that conſideration 'in moſt Readers , ''and; 
I quite inervate the force of ſuch olipoci % 


af 10that if men have not a great {Ipyotion: 
$11 themſelves, they are more like to be a- 
J ſhamed than inclined to counterfeit it z 


J For when they ſee that men generally: 
Ffhink they have acquitted themſelves vesy 
WF well in the matters of God's Worſhip , if 
they do diligently attend to what the Mi- 


£ : 


nificr 


Fro? 


niſter prays and preaches in the Pulpj 
though 'they little regard what the Ra 
ders doin the Desk 3 Readers will thid 
it little concerns them toregard it neithe kn 
and fo they are apt to haſten the Prayaſ 0 
out of the way » to make room for t g an 
which they ſce is chiefly intended , . wh 
the Sermon. But now if we may ſup 7] i ma 
a Reader to delign this, we may find ry ths 

«x 

I « 
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- for: 'to think that it is much harderf 
any one in this caſe to perfonate the aj | * 
he is not , than in any other that can} 
named-: for the ſenſe of an Omniſcia 
Beipg , . who is cſpecially preſent, and gc 
quires trath in the inward parts, abhorrinſ 4% 
all hypocriſie and diflimulation , and th L 
more peculiarly in the Offices of hisi nll * 
diate Worſhip and Service ; 1 ſay, i 
ſence of this, will be apt to beget ( 4 
dread in their minds, as will hinder thd 
attention to the right performance of | 
counterfeit Devotion. For certainly, 
nothing is more helpful to the moſt decen 
thon-of Devotion ( where it truly l 
than the lively ſenſe of Gods Preſenc 
fonothing can be more apt to diſcompd I 
the mind that deftgns not at all to expraf**: 
but onely to counterfeit Devotion, tl w | 
this. Again, mens defect of truc Piet 


# oft betrays them to groſs Vices, whichnot 
1 onely. impreſs a guilt on their minds, bat 
4 alſo: make them conſcious , that: all-that 
4 know them will judge their feeming-De+« 
| votion to be but a kind of Pageantry 3 
4 and this will very much increaſe the dith- 
A eulty of the thing. . So that: I think: I 
4 may. conclude ,; that he which: would read: 
of the: Common-Prayerwell , ought to be:pre> 


; | with true Devotion. - [5.680 
I But here I nwſt inſert a Caution. ; that 
$1 do- not approve'of: them that make-a 
| ſcorn, of the appearances: of: Devotion in 
of ome: Readers:, . becauſe they are reported 
-& (idtway: be truly.) tobe often guilty of - in+ 
i temperance in -drinking: For I believes 
notwithſtanding that, they may be ſincere; 
of Jhere is no: man that lives and fins not-s And 
Fthere is: 2-great deceicfulne(s 'in fin and 
. this-deceit operates: moſt; on: the pevfons 
e Iwhere it moſt prevails 3: and therefore 1 
Shave often obſerved ,, (and have: wiſet 
ca12en): that ſome perſons whom all the 
i& Town have marked for covetous' menz 
we vyoald not believe themſelves to - beſo: 
$34: {o/it is with Spiteful, Rageful, Frows- 
-e21d; and Revengeful perſons, and'many 
$0 And it'may be ſo with theſe. 
$ And though Intemperance (the a 
ne 


TE] 


eſt infiſted . on) may ſeem to he. Oli 


ors (and:many others nor inclined cher 


unto) :to-be much a greater vice than: «th 
fore-mentioned., yet it may not:fo feem 1 


them that arcguilty z :and alfo they 
chink that their ordinary meaſures,thoag 
greater:tham others, is no {in ,. and the 
lapſes into: ſtich meaſures as they cam 
- deny. to be Exceſſes, and to diſguiſe: 


(as all vices in ſome kind 'do) may behi 


iofirmities,and as (uch be pardoned by th 


mercies of the Goſpel, on the exercileq 
their daily Repentance..: And though| 
think (as I aid) that: there: is much 
| Cheat in this, yet while they believe tha 


fins to be conliſtent with a ſtate of 


and profeſs and practiſe a kind of Repa 


tance, (though not ſuch .as will obty 


their Pardon) I (ay, in ſuch caſcs I belia 


their expreſſions of Devotion may not! 
charged with Hypocriſie: For they n 


truly mean to adore, ſapplicate,and pral 


God 3 and it may be the more truly, | 
cauſe they think he will not exa& ſuch 
ſexvanices as they think: themſelves un 
to perform. And I am afraid, that ſort 
men who moſi complain of this Rea 


hold ſome Principles that give too ml 


He to that vain Rope whereby ſuch m 


ehf 


cheat themſelves to thetr eternal ruine 3 
and while they blame orhers, . fin deceives 
in this matter, even themſelves. For it ts 
agreat cheat to think , that becauſe men 
do amiſs in ſome things, God will accept 
| nothing that they do and as great, that 
| men may commend nothing in ſuch : 
| For, as it is evident , never any did any 
| thing well for God, but it was accepted 

at his hand , - unto ſuch: purpoſes as were 
meet ,* and tended to draw them farther, 
and not diſcourage them. Nehuchadnez-' 

S 2zr, Abab, Jehu, and many more,: are in- 
ſtances of this: And all wife men, | and - 
# ſome Inſpired ones, have commended 

whatever of Vertue or Piety they found in - 

s the worſt of men ; Paxl, for inflance, in. 
# the Jews. Therefore I conclude, though 
{ome Readers who perform this Service 
well, and make fit expreſſions of Devoti- ' 
on in_their outward _ behaviour 3 I fay, 
# though they may be often guilty of Exceſs 
WF and Intemperance, yet we cannot con- 
$ demn them of Hypocrifie., nor ought to 
$ diſcourage thern in what they do well: 
tF but Gary is by all means to admoniſh;. 
s be « Zaily, and to convince them of, the 
ny decerfrlneſs of their fin, that they. be- not 
We h2tdred by it > and perſiwade them of the 

be 


ne- 
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er of ? WE ocreing and Q- 
bedience, as that without which God 
will never accept them into the embraces 
of his/Fatherly love, however he may 
forbear them ſome temporal Judgments, 
and give them ſome temporal Blcſlings; 
much leſs will he bring them to his Hlewf 1 » 
venly Kingdom : Nor can the true Chil ” 
dren of God and this Church maintain 
ſach intimate Converſes with'theth, nor 
ſhewſuach brotherly kindne(s to them , as Niſe 
co ſober Chriftians. Nor ought the 
Church to continue them in her Commu-' 
nion , if they do not ſpeedily reform andp 
amend their lives. But yet we may not, 
decline their Miniſtration , nor make any oh 
Schifin in or from a Church on their ac 
* count, or condemn them of Hypocrifie in 
their expreſſions of Devotion. A 

But b-cauſe I would not be chonght them 
ny to excuſe i* men, or give chen [If 


b 


Joy | 


Divi 
Svhicl 


7 (oo 
the viRory is tat ; cv ery one that, eMroat 


as he ought, ſhall find 2 way of eſcape ouh ul Re 
of every temptation 3 for God will not JufShis | 
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"C'TS] 
fer ws to be tempted above that we are able e 
If we will reſiſt the Devil , he will fly from 
w 5 if we will walk in the Spirit, we ſhall 
not fulfil the Iujts of the fleſh 5; tor the Spi- 
rit that is in us, i flronger than he which i in 
the world ,, or than the moſt importunate 
| luſts of the Fleſh, Therefore it is onely 
| our willingneſs to yield , that makes us 
| aale to be overcome : and he that thinks 
4 otherwiſe, difgpnours the Grace of God, 
| diſcourages vigorous Endeavours after 
| that Perfe&t;on which is the mark we ſhould 
Fall aim at, puts the Conſcience on the 
Rack, or, as the Prophets phraſe 1s , ſtays 
Fong in the place of breaking forth of Chil- 
dren, enjoying no caſe and content in his 
mind, and prevents himfelf of the highelt 
"FJoy in the hope of Eternal Life : Beſides, 
Fe 1s an offence to his Brethren , tempts 
them to forſake , if not abhor Gods Altar, 
"Þnd prove Separatiſts from the beſt Church 
| n the world, and negle& their attendance 
"Pn the moſt ſolemn and cdifying Form of 
*Divine Service 3 and many more miſchiets 
"Fhich are conſequent unto an indulging 
\Fnemſelves in that unmanly vice 1 here 
wgrcat of, Wherefore I earnelily beſeech 
vt l Readers to break off all evil Cuſtoms of _ 
JFiis kind ,. and to endeavour a perfect 
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Temperance and Sobriety. .1 have benf .. 
long on this Head , becauſe I think it Uh 
greateſt weight 3 I ſhall be brict on the i 
xctt, 

3. Being prepared as before, he Y pr 
endeavour to carry a ſober Gravity in | 
Comntenance , as becoming his ſenle of 4 pf 
proachivg the Divine Preſence, in the me 
folemn Exerciſes of holy Worſhip; An 
allo the knowledge of thiggOffice, thathd ,* 
is Gods Embaſſador to his people, ail 4. 
theix Spokeſman to God, (for fo is evi} 
Reader rightly Ordained, as well as t 


Preacher, and in reading the Scripture » 
a Minifter of the Church, he ſpeaks fi pt 
God. with the greateſt Authority)he - oo 
therefore ſuppre(s in himſelf all timera W 
nels and ba{hfulneſs , and carry a dec | Va 
Majelty and gravity- in his Deportat 4 
and. Countenance. - 
2 He mutt make thoſe ends to wii » 

2 ſeveral paxts of this Service are dehip va 

wy to be his own « He muſt endeavor! bo 
reading the Sentences of Scriptnre, and put 


folemn Preface at the beginning , 'to'a 
pole the minds. of the people to greet. (1; 
riouſncls and true: penitence. By re , 
the Abſolution , to conhirm their hs wy 
Mc rcy and Pardon * bat without prell 


pil 
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"I ption.) By reading the Prayers, and 


repeating all parts, of Praiſe and Thank(- 


J giving, and the Reſponſes and mutual 


provocations to Devotion, &c, he muſt 


carneltly intend not onely the expretlion 


of lis own holy affections, but to excite 


| the like in others. There is a vaſt diffe- 


rence between the bare reading the Pray- 
ers, and this manner of ſpeaking to God 
and man thereby, making the words as if 
they were our own. > 3 4881 

$5. He mult endeavour, by a clear:Voice, 
and diſtin&t Pronuntiation . to-make hime 
{elf underſtood of all, and by a txeatable 


Speech to make it caſte for the people to . 


4 follow-him , eſpecially in thoſe parts of 


| Worſhip wherein they are to joyn their 


Voices: But yet not ſo flow neither, that 
many ſhould run before him in repeating 
the Prayers and the Belief, as people are apt 
todoz which ſeems to me a very inde» 
cent thing , and an affront to the Miniſte- 
rial Office, which 15 always to lead in the 
publick Duties of Religion. And in 16+ 


$ peating the Pſalms , he {hould make ſuch 


obſervation, that his Spcech may bear pro- 
portion with the generality of the Con» 
greyationz and that there be no-paule 
between their ending one Verſe and his be- 


D 3 ginning. 
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and Devotion 3 this being one principy 


. tween the Solemn Prayers we offer up t0 
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ginning another, but that he come in 
with them at the laſt word 3 which make 
this Exerciſe more like P/almody , the 
thing for which it is intended; wherein the 
people do much want to be well inſiru@. 
ed, for this would turn their prejudices + 
painſt this manner of reading the Pſalms 


 Intoa great Devotion , and make them 


have a great delight therein, as a thing 
which hath moit of Heaven of any thing 
that is done here on Earth. 

6. In the reading the Solemn Prayers,he 
muſt put on the greateſt gravity , and out 
ward expreſſion .of humbleft Reverena 


part of Divine Worſhip, wherein weap 
ply our ſelves. moſt immediately to Gol 
himſelf , and make the neareſt approachs 
unto his Throne of Grace. And he mul 
labour. to excite the. ſame exprcfſions d 
Devotion in the People ,, (as by his own 
Example, ſo) by the affectionate pronuw 
ciation of theſe words appointed thereur 


to, Let us P2ay $ than which nothing 
can be better ordered , to diſtinguiſh be- 


God , and thoſe we make in the way d 
Pſalmody. 
Eſpecially in the repetition of the Lord 


Prayer, 


of 
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Prayer, | carneſtly recommend the maſt de- 
vout Reverence and Fervour. We can» 
not bat xnow , that as God hath greateſt 
regard to that, as the compoſure of his 
dear and oncly Son ; (his eternal wiſdom 
appearing tn our ficſh) and the Catholick 
Church, guided by the Divine Spirit, hath 
cver had it in great veneration, as the in- 
ſtruction. of her Lord and Saviour in the 
moſt principal part of her duty , and de- 
claration of her Catholick Unity 7 So every 
Miniſter of God and his Church ſhould 


the Came, Beſides, in honour of the Au- = 
thor, and for the excellency of the matter, 
and the comprehenſiveneſs of the words + 


(as well as in conformity to God and his 
Church) this is required at their hands, 
And I inſiſt particularly on this, becauſe I 
have obſerved, that many Readers having 
this Prayer more perfcCtly by heart than 
any of the reſt, they ramble it over with a 
greater haſt, and have Icſs care to expreſs 
that Devotion which b:comes this Solemn 
Exerciſe, in reading that than any other:-z 
the amendment whereof I- humbly deſire 


of then, | 
D 4 And 
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And becauſe I have a great deſire that 
this may be amended , 1 ſhall here adde'; 
4omewhat to what was (aid before. | 
have obſerved (o great a pronenels in all 
even the moſt Grave and Devout, to fag 
this Prayer faſter than is meet , and with- 
.out due Expretfions of their ſenſe of the 
Majeſty of God, who is in Heaven,though 
our Father in Chrift Jeſus, - and of t 
great concern of thofe things moſt byi 
Iv expreſſed therein 3 that 1 have in mf 
thoughts inquired a little into the cauſ 
thereof, which ſeems to me to be this: That 
this Prayer being the firft thing that we 
teach Children in: the Exerciſe of Relþ 
pion, there is not that cate taken 
make them fay it diſtir.ly and reverenth 
as it ought , bat they are ſuffered to dof hay 
it with ſuch Rambling haſt, and withoutf jud 
any regard of what they are about ,. that gif 
it begets an ill habit by long cuſtom,whia} anc 
is ſo ttrong, that all the powers of Reaſon Mi 
can ſcarce overcome it 3 for elſe it were} for 
impoſſible but that thole men who ar} and 
exceeding grave and intent in the Prayay So 
they make themſelves , ſhould ramble 4} tha 
ſuch a rate when they come to conclude} eff 
with that our Lord and Maſter hath made 
for them and in all Otfhces of our con 

(W 


&:5Y 
(who would have none to want that which 
'$ is the Sum and Subſtance of all our Pray- 
ers) this ſhould have leſs of Gravity and 
Devotion in the repetition than any of 
the reit. I cannot but impute this to an 
| it! habit that almoſt all men get in their 
Childhood , in this matter of ſaying the - 
Lords Prayer 3 and upon account hereof, 
I make it my carnelt Requeſt to Parents, 
& and cfpecially thoſe of the Female-Sex, 
(who have uſually the charge of. hearing 
their Children ſay their Prayers) that tney 


to fay deliberately and diſtin&ly what they 
ſpeak in this holy Office, but eſpecially - 
the L,02DS JNAayer 2 the want of this 
care, cauſeth molt men, yea, Miniſters, to 
have ſo ill a delivery , that it is very pre- 
judicial to themſelves and others, and a . 
diſhonour to the holy Offices they perform, 
and hindrance to Edification, eſpecially in 
Miniſters, And *cis this that would fea- 
ſon their tender years with a ſenſe of God + 
and Religion , which would never go out. 
Some Veſſels never looſe the ſ{avour of - 
that which firſt of all is put into thera, . 
eſpecially if it Rand long 3 and if Chil 
dren were firlt taught a right manner of : 
pertorming their Devotions, and kept con- 
D 5 ſtantly - 


will teach them, and often call upon then . 
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ſttantly to it , while under the tuition « 
their Mother, they would retain the < 
feds of it through thzir whole lives. And 
_ we lee by fad experience, the neglect d 
this not oncly is caule of the habituy 
defect fore-mentioned,but betrays them tg 
ſome ill Habits, that make them a grief t 
their Parents all their days. And 1 hay 
hope, if Mothers were but conſcious d 
their duty herein, it would make then 
more wary of. giving, way to thele frothy 
or froward, humours, and-that- inordinat 
concern for little things, which indiſpok 
them for the ſame , and more willing t 
put on. the. ornaments. of the. inwarl 
man of the heart,which inables them ther 
unto, by giving. them that reverence ant 
reſpe&t with their Children withouf 
which it can never bc effected. 
\ Thint this, 1, becauſe (as the welfar 
of Mankind depends very much on the 
[good Education of Children , ſo) the 
;good Education. will be moſt effectualh 
begun in the well performance of this du 
tyztor in tcaching them to ſay. the L020 
Þ2aver devoutly, they.will have occak 
on to diſcourſe to them of. the. glory aul 
preſence of God , of the awe and rev 


rence. we. mult haye for. him z of by | 
np 
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diſpoſing Providence, and our dependance 
'4 on him, &e. which are the Principles of all 
{ goodneſs, and alſo of the great indear» 
T ments of our Blefſed Saviour, and of ' the 
 excellency of his perſon who taught this 
| Prayer 3 whereby they will be diipoſed to 
true Chiſtianity. And: this foundation be- 
mg laid,it will be eaſie-to build them up ir 
all Vertues. . | 

2, Becauſe I believe, that as Formality: 
hath for the moſt part its beginning-.from- 
the ill ſaying this Prayer, ſo it is-molt like: 
to have its-ending, by our learning; to fay' 
 aright 3 and he that can be devout as 
he ought in this , will be able to pertormy 
all a&s of Devotion as becomes him. *T 1s 
the epinion of wiſe men , that Chriſt and: 
his Church hath therefore thought becrer: 
to teach us to pray , by prefcribing us 
Forms, than by giving us a Directory. 
| for the matter yrof Praver , and leaving, 
the compoſure to ourfelves, becaufe no-la- 
borious Exerciſe of the Memory or in- 
vention ſhould hinder the free and vigo» 
rous Exerciſe of Devotion 3 and that thcſe> 
Forins are uſually brief. (except thoſe tor 
Faſts, which for a peculiar reaſon: are lon- 
ger) lelt that vigilant and erect attention 
ot mind, which in Prayer is very neceffary; 
thould + 
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Gould be waſted or dujled through conti 
nuance,it the Prayers were few and long, 
Mr. Hooker hath it out of St. Auguſtine. Nov 
when men pervert theſe ends, and becayk 
they are not neccſſuated. tobe intent,by be 
ig put to ſtudy their Prayers;' jul whe 
they make them, or to remember. wht 
they ſiudyed before, theickore they w 
take no care to be intent at all., but [ 
their Prayers as a hircling doth his wark 
as faſt as they can, that they may, be- ata 
fure for that which they take more ples 
ſure in. And becauſe they have thek 
brief Prayers very perfe& , their Devots 
on is the more imperfect this is a ver 
unworthy requital of the care of Chrik 


and his Church : and how - juſtly may 


fuch perſons be given up to ſuch Erxors 
have drawn many into Fanaticiſm? 4g 
That Forms of Prayer are the bane of De- 
votion: The L9MDsS J9APCr is no Form 
The way of Extempore Prayer is the one 
1y acceptable Service of God : And to pra 
by the Liturgy, cr other Forms, is unlaw 
fa! ; and ſuch like. 

Let me th:refore once more intreat the 
care of Parents in this watter, that they 
will, tivtt by their own Example, in (ay: 


3 lng this Prayer moſt dininay,gravelyank 
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devoutly;: and in' the moſt revererit poſture 


' in their Family-Worſhip, and then by ins 


trucion ſuitable to the Capacities of their 
Children:; and by the exerciſe of Paren+ 
tal Authority, bring them once to a good 
performance in-faying this Divine Prayer 
by.thetmſelves ;- (which might- be | eafily 
done'if men had a 1nind to it) + and then 
bring them to Church with them , ' and 
make' them joyn with the Congregation 
in. that-Prayer, fri, in a devout potiure, 
and with a-diftin&t and audible voice, (and 
this they can be taught very young) and 
this will beget *a defire in them to joyn 
in the reſt, a diligence in learning to read; 


and a good pronunciation in all things: - ? 


and their concern to make: their Children 
devout, would prevent another(that in the 
Church {reaas very indecent; ' and] men= 


tion it at the requeſt of one much 'offen= 


ded thereby) which is,a concern that their 
Childrens Hoods and Gloaths,fit in the befÞ 


manner 3 and be kept clean 3 which makes. F 


them more buſie about theſe things i'the 
tace- of the Congregation , than' about 
their, Prayers : - which I hope will eemto- 
themſelves ſo unfit when they conlider its. 
that a word will perſwade them to reform 
If, -But to return to my purpoſe. . 

| 7ly. He. 
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* Ty: He that reads 9 ſhould not onely | 


obſerve to do it in fuch poſtures as- the 
Church hath ordered; as ſtanding or 
kneeling, in the parts of Worſhip proper 
to each 3 but alfo with ſuch natural a&ti- 
ons, as lifting up the Eyes or Wands, &e: 
which the Church hath not ordered ,: be 
cauſe they are {o obvious to the-reaſon-of 
all Mankind , as meet expreſſions of - the 
inward Devotion of our minds and:{ach 
as aredue to God by the very.Law- of Nas 
ture': and theyare indeed ſo natural; that 
it is ſcarce poſſibke, for a man truly devour, 
to forbear the nfe of them. And it ſeems 
to me a thing wonderful, how Satan hath ' 


blinded the minds of men. profeſfing the | 


beſt Religion: in the world , that they do 
not more plainly- perceive the decency of 
fuch aCts of Devotion, nor moxe generally 
practiſe thera. | 
8ly. He ought alſo to -make ſuch fit 
Pauſes where the people are to change 
their poſture from- kneeling to ſtanding, 
- that they may have time to-riſe up, and 
compoſe themſelves for the a&ts of Adora- 
tion , eſpecially before. the-repeating the 
words of Glory wherewith we begin the 
Office of Praiſe and Thankſgiving, - 


9ly. He ought alſo to give to-cach pe 
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' of the Service the proper accent or meas 


ſure of Voice belonging. to: the ſame : For 
it is vot ſcemly that all: ſhould be read in 
one Tone 3 but thole parts that are for In- 


ſtruftion , wherein he ſpeaks to the people, 


ſhould have one manner of reading ; the 
Prayers, whercin he alone ſpeaks for them, 
another 3 and: thoſe Pſalms and Prayers, 
wherein they ſpeak with him by. turns-, 
another. He that hath no underſtanding 
of this, nor doth obſzrve it as it ought to 
be, can never read well.. - 
10ly.. It is alſo fit. to give. an Emphaſis 
to ſome words .in Reading , for the better 
expreſſion of. the devout affe&ions which 
they may be ſuppoſed to excite, But 
ſome Readers have accuſtomed themſelves 
to a kind.of devout Tone which puts an 
Emphatis on Words where none is requie 
red 3 which plainly (hews an affe&tation of 
Devotion where, none is: Whereas no- * 
thing ſh2ws, well in the Miniſtries of Re- 


ligion, but that which appears .to be na» * 


tural, and.the true effect of a devout 
Mind, directed by. ſober Judgment. But 
this, of all other, is molt indecent in the 
repetition of the Pſalms and all Alternate 
radings, becauſe the peoplecan obſerve 
no Conzard ia this, as they may when it 
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1s read with aneven Voice, and without 
fuch Tong Pauſes as ſuch kind of Tones ar] 
uſually accompanied withal. 

11ly. And it 1s very convenient ,that in 
Reading thoſe things that the people are 
leaft perfet in , the Reader ſhould take} '** 
molt care to ſpeak diſtinaly and audibly; 
which I have often obſerved they do not} 
The reaſon feems to be , becauſe the = 
of reading right , what they are lea't uft 


bnto,takes off from the regard they ſhoulg Bo 
have to read fo that all may hear. : ſhi 
thingsI mean, are the Coles which :: | key 


. Proper to ſeveral days , the Prayers to'| 
uſed on ſeveral occafions . and the Ch: 7 

ters that are ' read Out of the Apocry hy | a 
r x 


- £2. 'Though it be a great advan 

this devout manner of Reading, to be ih no 
perfe&, that he need not have -a conting}and 
al eye on his Book; yet until he be pl fot: c 
the Reader is not to venture on bis me 10 then 
ry alone : becauſe miſtakes are very inÞtbey 
decent, and difcompoſe the Auditory. J® 0 
T3. He ovghtallo to make carcful p > 
viſion that all things be ready look'd ol qwhic 
beforchand, that there be no cluttering FX, 
leaves in the midſt of the Service. | | hs 
And here I ſhalt humbly offer to thpervi 

COL 


[29] 
conſideration of the Governours of 
| Choires in Cathedral Churches,the Refor- 
'| mation of a great Diſorder , that I ſup» 


| poſe proceeds from the negle@ of ſome- 
\| thing of this kind. 1 have obſerved my 
-F(ﬆ, and heard many complain, (ſome out 
| of Devation , others in Reproach of our 
| Srvice) that the Singing-boys are {o rude 
+8 and indecent in their Behaviour , ' that it 
1 makes that Service {rem more like a cat 
if nal Divertiſement, than the ſolemn; Wor- 
v8 ſhip of Almighty .-God'; - The occaſion 
«| #hercof : ſeems to. mg. ,- to be the negle@ 
if of due care, that, all-the Singing-men and 
al Boys know beforc-hand what is to be ſang, 
al nd have it, everyone, turned down Ihe 
3 qi their Books: for the: chief eccafion- 
jo & their talking tothe Singing-men, and 
among, themfelves , is about this matter z 
#f ad their being lo-uſcd to talk in the:midRi 
18 of: the Prayers, begets a_profane Spirit in. 
of them, and is ſuch an excuſe for them, that 
io they are. ready to talk-and laugh together, 
$1 other accounts, in the very face of the 
ofibilbops and the Maſters of the Church; 
W'bich hath given great offence to-many 5. 
and, 1 believe, the ſuffering this hath been 
ye great cauſe of the contempt of that 
wervice among the common people, _ 

on makes 


[30] | 


makes'the Reformation thereof- the mon] mu 
needful. I was lately told of an Order jg hol 
ſome Lutheran Churches , whoſe Serviag ftin 
conlifts chiefly in Singing the Pſalms of Go 
David to the praif? and glory of Godj the 
& Songs of love and honour to our bleſſelſ of 
Saviour , compoſed by excellent perlonj be» 
among themſelves, they have. twice a daf 
Aﬀemblies for this Service 3 and that a} mo! 
— know. what is to be ſung , there is1 
Table hung up at the entrance of thi of 
Church, where it is written down w 2 
| 


Pſalms and Songs: are appointed for. : 
day 3 and the people coming; early | 3nd 


Church) go firſt to this-place , and ta 


,' 
7 
' 


"notice what they are to ſing, and look} 1 
out ready before the Service begins. - 
an Order in our Choires would preva 
the indecency fore-mentioned , as alſo ti 1 
Boys'running up and down with Booksl 

tell what Anthem is ſung 3 which is al Wh 
very indecent. qo" 
| Neither is the care of cleanneſs whi 
neatneſs both of Body and Garments 1 of | 
be negle&ed. The reaſon of the Judis Anc 
al Laws for the Waſhings and curiaſ®®,' 
Garments of the Prieſts, which was fortl this 
beauty and glory of the Worſhip they wi 
to perforrm, ſeems to me to infer thi ©! 


LIUM 
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| much at leaſt, That thoſe who adminiſter 

al holy things, ſhould avoid all offenſive na- 

ol ſineſs and Nlovinglineſs, and appear before 

| God and the Congregation as becomes 

4d the Miniſters of the moſt holy God , and: 

al of the Church , which Chriſt deſignes to 

nl be without ſþot or wrinkle : and eſpecially 

| in adminiſtring thoſe things which are 

af more ſacred and glorious. 

it The obſervation of the great proneneſs 

of poor Readers to negleR this, hath per- 

al ſwaded me of the convenient inſtitution 

oy of the Swrplice, to: teach them cleanlineſs, 
Hand cover their defeRs therein which 
bf yet will not prevail with many to keep __ 
& Themſelves clean, nor That neither. "= 


Thus have IT hinted ſuch ings as ſeem 


to make for the Solemnity and Efficacy 

of of Divine Service; and the contra 
 whereunto, I have either obſerved my felt, 
4 rheard others complain to be indecent: 
g which I humbly offer to the conſideration 
gt thoſe that are to read Publick Prayers, 
ig) And 1 hope they will be moved the more 
joy © the exerciſe of their contideration in 
this matter, when they ſee the people do 
a ke notice what is decent and what inde- 
gent in their performance 3 and concern 
them- 
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themſelves as much to have the Prayer 
well read , as to have excellent Sermons 
Preached. And upon ſuch conſideration 
they will find far .better Rules to dire 
. themſelves, than any my Pen can offe, 
And I might ufe ſome Arguments v 
perſwade all Readers to attend unto ſud 
moſt ſerious conſideration of this advice 
but T ſhall mention- onely this for a Cop 
clufion ; That every one of them did de 
clare (at their Ordination) | their belyj 
that they were mwardly moved by the Huh 
Ghoſt to take on them this Office and Mi 
try to, ſerve God, for the promoting bis @ 
23, and edifying bis People. Which if thy 


"truly were , the fame Spirit will certall - 
incline them to fuch conſideration as _ 
 pecefſary to the well performance of thay \.. 
Office to thoſe great ends to which it p 
deſigned 3 and this is all I aim at in thy ,? 
: Th 
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Advice to the P EO PLE. i 


p E- 'E that will perfo:m this Service as he 
| onght , muſt be duely prepar'd'for 


|< the (ame. Now theſe Preparations are 


4 either Moral or Natural; The Moral ate, 
4 1. That we rightly underftand, ' and well 
.4 confider; that we compoſe cur Mirids to 
{ fuch a frame as becomes the Worfhip-and 
| Service of the moſt high God, - aid his 
£4 Son Jeſus Chriſt 3 and' ſo' that we” may 


+ perform it as in the Fellowſhip and? Com- 


34 muvion of the Holy Ghoſt. "He" that 
F thirks of nothing elfe- at ' his gomg to 3 
of Church, but of hearing fome- celebrated | 
$ Miviſter, orre that hath a; rare Gift of Prays 
4 er, or excellent Method'in Preaching; 'Whiexs : 
he ſhall have his Mind ftir'd” up 'to ga6d 
Thoughts, or his Fancy plcafed with curt# 
ous Notions;, his Doubts refolved in-hard 
points of Divinity , and himſelf aſlifted 
to defend his Opinions- and''Party againft 
4 their opponents, and'{ach-like things : *P 
2 fay, he that hath onely ſuch thoughts' at 
4 Nis going to Church , will never concern 
| hienſclf to be ſo ſerious and-compoſed, 


and 


IT" L _ 4 he” -) " POEs 5 af ts , Oey "* , 
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and to put on ſach a heavenly frame offn01 
mind, as he that thinks he is going to do thy[ye 
work,of Angels, to adore and worſhip thaf0®! 
Eternal Being that is enthron'd in the Hea[0 4 
vens, and that Lamb ef God who hath tak cal 
awsy the fins of the world\, who is in tht 
midft of that Thorne to celebrate their Pray ln 
ſes z to make our common & upplications to G "|. 
through his Son + And to witneſs our ſubs ſee + 
jeion to the Laws delivered by immediate 
inſpiration of his bleſſed Spirit , and to atifeuk 
and exerciſe the Graces thereof in holy Conſt 't 
munion, cc. ; - Peoric 
And as this is evident from the naturÞ'ca 
of the thing, ſo is it apparent in the <P 
feds among, men. For while theſe of theÞP fi 
latter ſort have always been concerned oP 
approach the Houſe of God with great wFc 
yerencc, and at their coming, thereinto ty W 
be uncovered, and to bow down and wor-F*1< 
ſhip, and to: fall on their knees at tharf"P 
coming, to the place of their ſtation , toÞ"<! 
implore God's gratious affiltance in thef”< 
performance wo this ſolemn and ſacred at p 
Service 3 they:of the former ſort cry out" 
of theſe things , that. they are IdolatryÞi*% 
Will-worſhip, and Superſtition, &'c. And 
though not one of a thouſand of themſ*B 
know. the original import of thoſe wordge'vl 
notÞ .. 


1 <a ot? 


nor ſcarce what themſelves mean by them 3 
{yct are, they extream confident in their. 
Jown way. of lightneſs and irreverence- 
ſin approaching to Sacred Offices , (clpc- 
Icially in Publick , where it is moſt inde- 
cent) and' in reproaching us fer what we 
think to be our duty 3 the reaſon where-' 
;$6f, 'tis evident to me, is this 3 That they 
ic no neceſſity 'of ſuch preparation for | 
attendance on- the Publick' Worſhip ,' 'be-- 
auſe in their Way,they find themſelves as : 
s pt to be aftcated,by the Paſhons and Rhes 
Forick , by the Voyce and Action of the: 
| reacher , without ſuch preparation , 'as 
q ith itz and think ' it ſufficient to lift: 
+$p_ their Hearts ' to God when ſo affected, 
" without any outward expreſſions of 
& everence and Adoration, and that this is :# 
oÞ><Woribip God requires:and then indeed 
ſhere were no great need of ſuch a care to 
*Þampoſe our minds tor his Service. There-/ 
Fore they think it needleſs that we doithe:: 
here-mentioned aRions in our Way. to: 
: hat purpoſe,and for that reaſon load: the: 
pnec'with ſuch opprobrious names. as he- 
mtmcntioned, F confeſs I cannot-but- 
of ron: 7A though I know ſome will bei ves: 
_ =. 'with me forit) at the little Ex-! 
options that are made againli theſe things, 
which 
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which ſeem ſo very necefſary and No fil x, 
and-1 hope, that (notwithſtanding: thei [s 
great confidence) our oppolites herein, TE 
ſerious thoughts, may come to have a| 4 
ter opinion thereof. 4% 
I intend no Difputation ( for I pretd 
nat to Learning)nor doth the thing re 's = 
it,: For every thing that is fit to be dont 
is not tit to: be diſputed 3 becauſe thay ir” 
would ſuppoſe a difficulty where thett þ 
none. But I ſhall propound a few chin I 
to be conſidered , to bring men to rigli 
thoughts in this matter. bs 
..T. That the beliet of the inviſible 4 ; ILY 
verſal preſence of the moſt glorious 4: 
onely adorable Being, who hath made "G 
doth: govern all things, is one chief Fow 00 J- 
dation of all Religion. 
- | 24. That the belief .of the ſpecial pi (1 
ſence: of his Glory! and Grace, where 
Othces;of his ſolemn publick Wo ke \% 
admiaiſtred,is the chief reaſon of the mid {6 I 
ing in-Religious Afſemblics tor the'peti Fi 
[ance of the fame. I Nov 
3. : That: the moſt expreſs and intel 
ble dcknowled gment off our' preſent w | 
and ſenſe of this his gloriousand g ) 
Preſence, is requited'of all the' met; 
ef ſuch Aſſemblies; 'both-by the na ” he: 
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 -apd by Divine Revela tion 
Ne meeting the Head' " LOW? 


1 F,- and Fai Bl ot Knees, 
4 if pl ie ka 


dot! ly fi fo ch acknow ledgment 


b 
* 
# 


nd that to the pm dull and-unlearned 
I Mankind ; Haba if they flor bat k Y 
A that we meet together fo worſhip 
m lobſeryed before. | 
- ky «5 ants becanfe it may not be _ 
bor theth to tniffaks the meaning of chat 
Rign ,* which is the chief cauſe of of- 
4 ic our Cuſtom is, when we bow down 
jd worſhip, to do it towards the place 
fr: the "oh Table is. Now every 
that will but, enter into any, confide- 
gouton of this matter, muſt necelaniſy pet- 
I ceive , . that if that aRion be done jt all 
qi the phce of publick Worſhip,it cannot 
be firly done any other way. 'For Qaires, 
ſhere it is moſt cuſtomary,Ceſpecially thoſe 
Tf tax & ſeen) have one entrance at theend 
| inſt the Communion-Table , and two - 


" LA 
I 4 {F! 


; [ bo $'on the (ies, over againſt each other. 
W if a man at his entrance at the for- 

: ſhould think it better to face quite 

-} bot tand baw towards the Door he came 
Jin#,*than to bow right forward towatd 
he Table, 1 believe he would make him- 

; [et ridiculous toall the people; and ſo it 
|| E would 


11 
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would. be, af he prefer bow.ing towardsthq + 
people fitting; on either fide, Again, | 
"two making their entrance at the. Doan r 
'on cither:{ide ,.thould nes e\tO bow 0 ial F W .j 
before them, rather than to turn town /:d 
the Altar, :can any think. it would lo [+ 
Jo like an aft of Divine Worſhip ,. as lik 
their paſſing a Complement, go, cachdl * 
cher?.. And.if .it ſhould he done rhe'afal * 
way, there would be a greater Ji eneh i 
civil reſpe&t to. the Company, than of 6 
ligious Worſhip. And ſomething oft 
nature: would, be found. in bo wing, a 
way, but that in uſe 3 and fhat, © home 
"the entrance,,into.,. or ſcityagian. of 
' Quires be... Go. that the anelz .matten ; of 
be diſputed are, whether it, be awful 
fit, hh en we Ry ome imo, the plac 
ly appointed, and preſently to 
| hs "the Nl ſolkmy. eres of of” Dll 
; Worſhip, for,us then and, there, to.mi 
-acknowledgment that we are ſenſib kl 
are come to appear in the-ſpecial x PIP > 
"of God, and that,to give him the u 
Worſhip and honour we are able, ant 
. do this by humbly bowing our Cal 
; fore him 3 whether not beſt that, all 
one way , and, that way. where thalf If 
ſomething i in the very place that may 3 ft 


| C39 ] 
| to mind us of Gods condeſcention to be 
L bb graciouſly preſent, but where is notng 
n that may ſo "much'as ſeem'to be'the 
U ject of ' our reſpe& bat Gods: inviſible 
} ' preſence onely. And they are things that 


feem to me to need no TRIO "iS 
; aid at firſt, | 


74» 


{ je no og 
6 firſt began chat To wn Cher ry thoſe 
1 writeto, that as ir-is their duty ſo to 
Wm "manage all their ſecular concerns ant 
worldly buſineſs,” that they miy'never be 
abitually unprepar'd for ſacted! "Offices(as 
alfare, that" live a carnal and utrright ous 
'life)" fo they ought at the time when tF 
aq * ate preſehtly to approach this ſpecial p a 
| Þ ſence of A'\mighty God , whoſe Nan 
l 7 bo dreadful , and who will be fad. | 
all that approach him'in —_ 
"ew nn Worſhip: ; I fay,then eſpecially they 3 
ppb AGually to prepare — ®'4 
ad - yolatitary compoſare of their Minds, -A 
if 'to atrend' the SaGderation of the s rey" 
i Gitatnels and amiable neſs 5 hin 
ho Tel i Tels ing to Worſhip, 'and: JO 
l cſence in'holy Aſſemblies; 
2s expreſs their own, and excite : 
| ot hat *:e- 3 


bn, KEY 
| ion of pies others, to t halta pins, h of 
C [> a 
EY: £0... to the Ie Cl ,, it wi 7: 
grab to Tels FM ſentences 

as.theſe ; 0) Sas dreadful is th 

Peer / Ibis 3 is no-other but the houſe of ( M 
gate of Heaven, Lord, Thaw ls 
5 4 Gf Win. the wo 

dwel. th. 
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'N orlvip Toward 
bs X Bl 7 are they that dwe dh 
-thy _ e always praiſing t 
My, Soul «th be ſattsfyed as ' with 2 i 
nag a 3 
. One. day.in thy Ge 
, OE and; 1 bag rather; bal 
oo od? f Cha dl Pl: ol 
; ; l ie eſs. it c 2 
il da gle us to that. reverence anc = | 
2:45 15; meet. to accompanyeMl \ . . 
dnce of this ag] | al. 1 
Are: Ry 
his Ec 
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'f God ant be mare ready t to Ciacan 0 

| T Sacrifice of fools. Which place 7 

1 ther mention, becauſe 1 have a 
perverted to a contrary fence, againit'this 
yery thing 3 as if men ought Fatigh i ru 
into the Church, and immediately. i 
themſelves to attend to the Prayer 'or' Ser- 
monz and if we fall on our Knees to 
worthip,and beg Gods gracious accep Ss 
of our Service , 'angal Mitance to 

| ita as we pught , this is but the Farrifi ce mo 
Flr, Wherein briefly I obſerve. het | 
Miſtakes. 
" Ir That the onely or chief part « of Gods 
Worthip in Soloman's time , was 
"of Sermon 3 when indeed we hay Ea 
any notice in Scripture that'in the Temp! 
there was any Sexmons at all. | 
* 2, That this Cuſtom which they'con- 

| 4 gemn, was 35 ancient as the time'of” Soi 

; #91 (which it may be they woull'gran 
q fe , as. being too muchi for its 

the whole ſtrength of their 'Plea *} 
| the Text conlilted not _ | 
3. That this was the onely or HE 

T wing to which the name of S4cri 
then appropriate : which 1 dare ity 
i not belleve Gf ever'it "IG al Fed 
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- thele be a miſtake,as I believe they all arg ; 


- | But it is not more certain that an i | 


the praiſe of their own Way , and thee 


PE"... | 
. 4+ ;If that be meant by Sacrifices, that. 


z 
+ 


e muſt be the; matter of the action, and' 
not.the ill manner of performance, that 
muſt denomivate it the Sacrifice of Foolyg] 6," 
For we know there were ſuch thirgs as} jhe 
are,in the moſt primitive and proper ſence, 
Sacrifices, and that of Gods own appoint-. 
ment, which yet by ill circumſtances might] 
be made the Sacrifices of Fools, It any} ;& 


no.proof of any. ill in this Cuſtom calf 
reſalt from this Scripture. 4: 


humour in the Eye gives its own tinQue ; 
to all Objects preſented to it , than ith | 

that, falſe opinions being once fixed in tt] G6 
mind,make men think all Scriptures ſound} © 


proach of others. But if I might giv] ' 

the _infiruction which this Scripture abf 
fords, it ſhould be this :.. That as the *+ 
Fepvs of old were not to thiok it enough} z; 
that they went to the Temple , and 4 
their  Sacrifices as was required, as to tht 
matter of -them 3 but ought diligently.v] x 
attend ,to a due preparation and the right} 
manner of performance, without whidl > 
they would be accounted in the ſight;l F 
God but the Sacrifice-of Fools, wherein Gill |; 


-- [43 ] 
EY hath 70 pleaſure :* So Chriſtians now ought. 
| to take the ſame care, !eſt their Nlight'and 
Wl wiryerevt approach to the hovſe of God, 
Y 990; fecFacies ve! diſorders. in What 
F1 they do. there, may render the Evangeli- 
+1 cal Sacrifices unpleaſant unto God, Theſe 
© 1 Sacrihices are thoſe of our ſelves, 'and'eſ 
| pecially of our Bodies : for by words and 
jy gore ye. Fo. che fame_rhing tha wi 
"| dane; by - the legal Sacrifices,, I mean'in 
v1 this reſpe&t, that they were Ordinattces of 
«| Divine Worſhip : But the difference lies in / 
1 this;- They wete Typer und Figares for the 
# time then. preſent , | (as was the place where 
| they were offered) and ordained by a'po- 
ſitive Eaw; Theſe the Natural and'Eternal 
worlhip,founded in the unchangeable rules 
 ofReaſon.and therefore calledour Reaſond> 
Ble Service © this Service we perform wheh 
our Bodies are ,imployed in the forcmens- 
tioned acts 'of Adoration, Prayer, ' Praift, 
and other-parts of outward Worthip: Biic 
kt is not theſe bodily Exercifes ard Exret- 
nal. appearances,being alone, that cariPro- 
At us, ( however they may inſome reſpetts 
{ honour God,,' and. editic men) becaufe the 
| | they do' is by accident, and? hou 
4 Gclign.as to our ſelves and therefore can 
$ .00 more profit us to dur acceptance* wi 


O82” By God, 


1.44 ] g 
God, or increaſe m Piety,, than bat mt 
there called t Nas fees of Fools id tha ft 
And they axe both EA Sactifices,becul 
por. one. OM Ar! he princi 1 vor t 01 
right.cnd, in which true, witdooi cob] 
much more. than in. the 'beft thahines <> 
performance; ,, if it -be hutt,in Maſgueral 
and for ill or Rs in purpales, but ttiey: 
e fooliſh if; TH i MO -' a fi 


fries uy ps ). "which t hey 
ery lubjed to do, that are, ap fo 


- 
x "Son, 
—=i® JJ - _ 
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as men Theetote we ought. 
tq attend, to.the prepazing our-[e r<5.bd 
byg eneral Converli on,6& Pious Re vlurlg 
be Nall and b putting 6 flxch ti 


oy 


Ctions at "he preſent tire, as Tray 
mate our Devotions, and, dire&t' tea 
Tight end 3 alſo continuing our care, Nj 
time of Divine Service, that we be notd | 
verted nor diſcompoſed either' by our in 
. ward thoughts or outward obje&s,hut thi 
the performance be according to our Pit 

. .parations. And this is the thing to whid ] 
admonith , as our moral preparation. 
this Service. And 1 mult adde one thin 

- Omitted before, that is; very helpful toluc 
ompoſure for this Service, which > 
hat all perſons do endeavour' to: "a al 
Church before the Prayers begin, thatth 
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y may. more {cdately approaclx the Diying 
Preſence,and perform the reycrence due-tq 
kim ,. and ( without any-diſturbanse t@ 
themſelyes or the Congregation): take 
KM their-place in the Church , and compoſe 
i themſelves as before. Certainly , 4,15 3 
at advantage to A right performance, to 
ef dothis : far when weicome ſuddenly ang 
ll haſtily. from our worldly | hufipeiles to $a- 
| cred Offices , Lit is hard to compoſe. ous 
Wl - felves as we ought, todo them wel 3. .but 
I being at Church beforehand ,| where, We 
bl are retired from the-Warld , ang axe;hel- 
| pd by che Magnificence and Beauty.;of 
P the place, and our culiom.gf ,woxſhjg- 


Wo ſerious Meditations of his Attributes, 
MH Works, or Word.g+c. I fay, this is a,migh- 
-ty help to a right performance 3 then WE- 
-may with more freedam make.our Prayer 
;t0.God for his gratiouys | acccptange, and 
ahitance: and thoſe who are offcgged 
\when we do it in midſt of the,Seryice, 
can find no. fault with us 3 and we; thatll 
I «prevent, as much as may be, the diſturbigg. 
of -the Congregation by clattexing of; $ 
u] « & by diloaſering others to get (0,0 

hy -ces;8 calling the Sexton from ſerving 
| wo mM tO, 


ping God there, to think,of [his glorigus: 
Preſence, and fix our Minds on him;by 


wu 
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to wait on us, And indeed,l have thoughe|- 


that ſort of men--very- unhappy 'in this, 


- that they can have little time and compos- 
ſure to attend this Holy Ofhce upon that | 
account z which every-one ſhould prevent 


as far as they can, conſidering they have 
Souls to {ave as well 'as we. But yet let 
not this, nor any thing elſe, prevent thoſe 
who are neceſſitouſly hindred, that they 
cannot. come early, from .comingJat allz. 
it-is better to come but+ to the Bleſling 
than wholly to forbear-: God accepts the 
'Will for the deed;when- we:can-do no mars; 


_ -and {© he doth a part for the whole: ant] . 
by declaring our willingneſs to do-wha| 


We can , . we keep up-a reverence for the 
_ "Prayers; and gain-our ſelves a ſhare with, 
the reſt ofthe Congregation--in -all-the 
"Bleſſings ſought therein. 
- Thereis alſo one thing that I would ad 


viſe, as a-help. to-this, which is, that acer 
fain- time.- be fixed for the beginning 
- Prayers, for then every one-can the betta 


order his bulineſs.and watch the time that 


* hit may be ready 3 and- where its (0,1 
+ +" that men-of -great. buſineſs may find 


 <imne ro attend-Uaily at the Prayers. I havy 
"fame great Examples near me, that 


"eqn ſcarceforbear, toname, but that.wi 


Tis 
di 4 
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ogt. leave I dare not. A Bcll of a clear 


ſound, and ad vantageouſly hun and rurg 
ſome.conliderable time, will allo be help- 
ful in. this cafe... , OO wo 
Secondly, The natural.preparations are, 
An ability to read ditintily that which we ' 
are to. read', and to ſay perfectly by heart-the 
daily Pfalms.;and, Hymns: that we may pet- 
form. our. part with the better grace... __ 
'Tis. certainly a thing moſk-:evident "to ' 
any. that will conſider it , that what is to - 
be done in the. ſight-and preſence of. Al- - 
mighty God , and:cſ{pecially when it is to-» 
be:done molt. immediately. for. his Glory - 
awd Hongur-, ould be dGoe in the mt « 
excellent manner : that 15 poſſible*;. and 
therefore it will need no- proof to thoſe - 
that- believe: what 1_ have already written > 1 
.0n that. Subject , that. this which I advile - "I 
15.4 great: and.molt concerning duty, And ' 2} 
I the rather inſiſt on 2g 8ues. I haveob-- 


lerved many. who profeſs to be great ap--- 


provers of the Common Prayer ,. and-all * 


- the Orders of our Church, yet. ſe}dom or - 


neyer.read their part of the. Plalms,or joyn 
in the Repetition of the daily Hymns and * 


Reſponſes :. which I umpute to.their great ; 


careleſnc(s in this matter... And many * 


thatdo what.is here required, do it ſo-ill,", +4 
| _ "that 1 


[487 
that it is apparent they want ſome exct W pr: 
tion | to their'dury Hereabour. 0} eh 
1 fall rhivefore intreat” all that-aze'@ -4hi 


feRive.herein,to employ their Icifure how | -rHh 
to praQiſe a more perfect and punfulſ dit 
way of Reading'z which (will be a thin "ha 
of credit and aſe to them otherwiſe ;% - 
well as here. | F have ſometimes been py 


Ut 


ſent, when men of govt Ouility "andÞ 
"ſtates have takeh: ol ey Ry 'read *ſone| © 
Painphler i ina Coffee-honſe 3 but real'y 
ſuch a pitiful xate, that a man coold fea] "et 
make ſence of it, -ox be'eyer the wiſerfix| '4n 
| hearing i it: ' which is 'a'teproachto this} 
; amohig wile ttien; for whatever "the ®| 4 
Fes" of their Education 'bave been] "3a 
"inſght eaſily have been ſupplied by thei pl: 
-own dilizente, 'if 'ah inordinate foil a 
Company and other 'Divertifements Wil} : 
a6t tmake thetn too'much'to tetline pro Thr 
fable Retirernerits. ' | 'Pa 
And Y 'would intreat all Parents wlll "a" 
Maſters: to: conſider 'the obligation'that 
upon "them in this 'reſpe& , to look that *ſe: 
"their Children and Setvants do the fame | 'th 
"We owe not onely ott ſelves,” but all ours} Ni 
'to'the honour and fervice. of Alrnight 'Te] 
'God : And if Children'wete taught , "uf of 
they fhould-be, their duty to- wor br 


: 
: 

: 

© 
n 


x 
p 
{f 


? 
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'praiſe God inthe publick:Afemblies; wnd 
'ehcorraged” therein 'by  the-: example: of 


heir Eldevs ,/ it would-be aimighry 


ti "rtent!roperſwade them ito learn dhe \moait 


ll. AD. emer. Boo to HI. AS. itt... 6. 2: _H*.. - 


OO Ae A AB ont. Ee ee ena; TT oe” SY RQGRXCXw—n-_ 


Wherewith the 'Miniſter is - to begin 'this 


diſtin& and graceful way of Reading, -1I 


j "have been- much 'pleaſed ' to: ſee rthe good 
vs acceſs of this -care' in ſont Parentsthat 


; teweaffeRed ts: the-Cammon Prayer, 
"whoſe ' Children Tead-:their-part 1of "the 
"Palms with @ better grace than many 


Men. *And-when they do attain'toa per- __ | 


6.3 Fc 


Fedion herein, it will begert a great delight. 


it that heavenly "Exerciſe , and” make 
hem -long to atterfditMe-Prayers ; and 
"his donbitefs will be a* ffiighty antidetea- 
paint 'Frophanenefs and 'Schifm, | and'm- 
plant-in'our minds that Deqtrine 'whente 
*a holy Life cannot'but ſpring. ' - - * 
{PE Thatbeingprepared-as before, w 
Thould-endeavour-our felvesto' petfornvour 


part'of this Service/inithe belt mannerwe 


-are-able. 


There are fome things which] havecob-. 


'ferved in the performance of | the Peopk, 
that feem' to be very indecent ; 'As tft, 
That they ſpeak when-they ſhould hear 3 
Tepeating together with the 'Miniſter, (and 
often; betore him) the 'Prefatory Admonition 


Ser- 


[50]: 
[Service s. and alſo the Abſolution which i 
+ givt5 after the General Gonfiſſion 3 the Cons 

| 1gand many other things: 3 whi J 
is by all wiſe men. held very improper dd 
indecent. - 

The Church hath ordered fo thi 
. ts be Gid- after the Miniſter , . with. gratl fort 
advi&..;.. As,,.. The: Generah: Confeſig,| un 
whexein . we. ſoleninize that Repentay ee] that 
that gives us admittance imo the reconge 
- led fiate..;., and makes all our pi 
-* ceptable to God. And there is this great 
advantage inthe:conjunftion of all. in that 
5 i. thing With.the;Ypige, as. wall aI5the 
” _. Thatitheprofeſiing of: our Repentanceſ tov 
. that manner , -hath -all-the i Rex: 


Iety 
74 


p can 


- that may make it.ſatisfactory and obl of 0 
at leaſt as.-far as the Church can provideſ ef 
-la the caſe ſatisfaction. . For herein every ich 
, one-doth,as it- were accuſe ,, judge, ; to 
- condemn: himſelf before. God and, h 
whole Congregation, for fins contai el It 
under [the .general. heads therein mentiof hury 
ned (the particular inftances whereof arf den 
onely fit-to be repeated ia ſecret Confeſs 1 
. on toGod himſelf) and if he do it {en} auf 
oulſly.-, with a Devotion ſuitable: to th fe 
Words, it is tome a more ſatisfaQan} mo 
lign, of penitence,. than the-enlarged C gent 


g*1't 


on 


1 ons uſed in the other Way ; whorelas 
ſome,.. (to ſeem fervent,or to make them» 
{flves (o) run into the-enumeration. of fins 
zond due meaſures, being, as 1 think, 
j i what the Congregation. in oeneral 
{can be ſuppoſed - (though Chriſtians. of a 
i fort inferiour to.themſelves at leaſt intheis 
| om judgment). to be ordinarily con{cious 
| that they have been guilty in. ., And *cis 
- ao obliging: for chis ſhould be a mighty. 
&| agument againſt returning to fin when we 
it] have ſolemnly confeſſed our folly and guilt 
it] therein before God, and the Congregation. - 
| For having as it were-called God and; Man » 
lb 


towitne(s the truth and -fincerity of our 

81 Repentance, it will be-a high aggravation « _ 

| our. careleſneſs, it. we ſuffer.our.lelves . 

- ber to be drawn to fin again, and that 

| cither in omitting .our.Duty, or- commit - 

"l lf ting Iniquity-i in-any kind 1 and it willen-- 

ty gage every good man to watch end £"% 

left be ſborld enter into temptation , an 

M8 hurried into the fins for which © he ſo con« 

* demned himſelf. 

bi The 2. is the Lords Prayer which (be- 

aule it teacheth- the formation of "the af- 

KM tetions and detires-of our Souls*in the 

ſ} moſt excellent order , and to the higheſt 
—_— that-is poſſible:, and cop" - 

nds * 


[52] 
kends the heads .of whatever is tobe f 
at the hands of -God with greateſt bag 


and phinne6):is neceſſary to be Tr 
all,; even from their firſt attainment of 
eſe--of 'Reaſon and Speech 3 which 
Church: cannot better provide for , hi 
by thgaomg them always to {ay it 4 


the'Miniter : end beſides , it is a de il 


ration of our Chriſtian anity;and A 
ciation of all Herefics and Schiſms,as fo 


Kay 
fs 


we know them : 'And-we do greater "} Io 


Nour to:/God-and-our blefled Go | 


ting: that Prayer m the moſt * 
find triumphant manner; and. every 


by/a great fexvency and devotion-then q 


: _ moſteffettually edific his Brethyer 
-#52'Fhe 54. is, (the Repetition of 
| reeds : 5 a thing (o uſcful to inp 
>rief firm” of 'Chriſtian DoErine ini 


-memoties:of all and to declare our (ll > 


(thon joy 'and- extiltancie-in-the belief al 


*profeffion of ' thoſe truths upon which 


-hopes*of our common Salvation” is: bull all 


as alſo toaſſiſt the production and g 
- of the blefled:truits and. effects of our 


A | =by a-daily cheriſhing-the Root z whe | | 


do by this ſolemn profeſſion , _ 
*mnewed conſideration that we 


-with it : I ay, a'thing, io theſe xclj \: ; bp i 
(0; 
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Wbebdes, many, other) that may be, thought 
etal”, That all good men- mult needs 
{ eh riehend che wiſdom of the ©hureh'tp | 
ith YH fame, *! 
| JP Yhis is all of that kind in the daily Ser: 
al vice, (to which this diſcourſe chiefly re- 
gf lates) and in theſe things it is very come 
tendable to ſay after che Minifter;* but 
\ & It, thoſe" that are Paying what he 
g a de $-2 itt fayin _ y 
of {hou Ptcinle Exerciſe | 
l 7h {o fat, as to (ay that ME la | 
uv +; here. is a ire that SU tobe a- 


wilt in oh FO 


od ! p Sareogh : RG he is / 
 ipeak to them either by way of ns, 
p fog hoy or Admonition, and'that 
he Pre abfolve'the 'Prictt,,"'#s 
h 09. eſt abſolves 'them'3- 'this 
Id bach Sh Mkeelcy? ard bn thatcofilide- 
df -ration : will hbpe, readily be reformed. | 
'Tis true, in the Concluſion of the” 4B- 
Pt; when che 'Minifter ſpeaks to hime- 
as well a5 the People (as the refult of 
'þ is declaration of Gods pardoning mercy 
Þ the penitent) tO exhort that we ph 


& 


x 


: 


eech hiiti to rant ured tece' Rar = 
ntance and [ri 0 


Þ EL a £c. we may very Lk ly.) Ms br, hat 
= ſoft Voice, ; Lord grent s true epentg naſal 


end thy boly Spirit, that thoſe. thing 5 mg. 
pleaſe thee which we da at this preſent; %p 
(And. this will ſupply a defect which fon me(102 
complain. of, 2iz.. That , there is in on her. 
Service nojpreparatory Prayer: ) Fe or go 
ing now preſently to "begio . the miſt in 
mediate a& of Worſhip in the. words! 
our bleſſed Lord , and S. joyn, with | 
Heavenly Hoſt in Hallowin Gods Nag 
and to Oo Progeys to. all the reſt 3, It; LL. 
hat we prepare aur [elves with this! 
. Di Iefite ,. that God will, a0 the IK 
"rity of our Repentance., and befiow onWln 
the grace of his Holy Spirit , that the pay 
formance may be well-pleaſing to him, nll 
the effe&-profitable to us 3 ,and allot 
dring us-more_ pure. and holy. in_the lt 
mainder of our lives , and-ſo (our ul 
ance into his Eternal Joys at Nw: 
end thereof. J 
2, . As: the former cuſtom of ſaying 
;ter- the Miniſter where we ſhoull at "8 
and ſay nothing , ſeems indecent » 4, I; Q. 
ſeems as much, if not more fo, when 
NT ſay before him what Bla ſho Yor 


W#or it much hinders the devout operation 


—_ 
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| yafter him :. and this appears to be % 


* 


irder on the fore-mentioned account, 
Mhat it is an invading his Miniſterial'Fun= 
Wien ; for he is to lead ahd'guide the peo» 
le in all the publick Offices of Religion, 
nd neither to-follow their humours in the 
SImoner of his Prayers (if he were in 0- 
wkcher. reſpects to order them as he pleaſed) 
far to follow the meaſure of their Voices, 

(where the words as well as the matter is 


meſcribed) though in both reſpe&s, Mini- 
es are fain ſometimes to depart from 
their right. And as Ihave known in tor- 


Wer times many that ufed'the way of Ex- 


tmporary Prayer before their Sermon , 
4 ” <A . - 4 . s- 
may. to Humour the people, when intheir 
om judgment they much preſer'd. the con- 


Want uſe of a well-compoſed Form fo 


know ſome now, who do read the Pray- 


WJ asvery faſt, and' that beyond what the . 


lblemnity. of the matter can bear., onely 


; (I charitably hope) becauſe they ſee the 
of fzople {o ſubject to this diſorder of 'ruh- 
4g before.them 3 'which they know not 


llow-co remedy otherwiſe;or becauſe ſome 


J lace to-be long at Church. But beſides 
W this, there are other ill effects of this cut» 


fot, in reſpe& of ourſelves and others : 


of. 
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of the, mind, which is much affilied by 1 
hearing the matter firſt ſpoken by the Mihai 
Hiltex, avd fixing on the intent conlideralf;4 
on.thereof 3; on, which account we [pal 
afterwards with much greater fervency Wig: 
affeFion 3 as every ones experience Wl oi 
' witneſs, that will but try the thing. Je" 
_- And again, thoſe that haveſo acculilfyip 
med themſglves to ſpeak, before the Mill yy 
ſier, .are at a far greater loſs to lay ak 
Prayer ,. or Penjtentia} Pſalm. , (which fi 
ſometimes axdered on Fafts, &c. to belly 
with the Miniſter). than thoſe who Wal! 
igntly practiled in the other way , Willi, 
akes is calie. to ſay, very decent'y , Wal 
ings aftex the Miniſter as. we never Wali 


before» For if we attend well ynts hs 


. 


Fain of the Sentence which we are ON War 

peat: we (hall beable to gueſs at the U 
[ clubon 3 fo that we need not ſtay ti 
\ hath quite done before we begin, buth 


” 


{ſo as to ſay all right, yet may col hy 


: 
Wh 
"with him in the conc)uſion, as is molt '3 


j 


* .Cent, And this would make much forl8'yoj 
ſolemn performance of the Service pie 


: traordinary times 3 wherein pow , farlfnpl 
F.,; _moſtigart, onely the Miniſter ayd ON 
- SRE.c5 ens 2 and the Congreeatioulmy' 

| ml. | 


- 


OF. on 3 which to ame, ſhcwy | x ti 
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- Batfarther, 1 have heard ſome eoms 
ici, that come over from the Non{tonfops 
lock to our Church, 'ind attend out Pia 
Yrs, That this is tothem a mioſt bf 
Ml nforder, and that ittended vet 6 
A Mt their Devotion, when' af 
ir by them thus. rambſſe-vver the Prayers, 
Mw ife at the *endbifore the ARS is 
4 afd Thdlitve'it cannbr bat 
tatbanice 'to'the Minifter 'Hirtifelf: 
| [ao ic hath. been ho ſmal} offence'tb 
Jt Re; ' 'that 1 could hatdly'forbear 
litg thett, of it, bur'that I corifidered'Te 
* Kuifed "thore ſedate difcoitrſe than 'thite 
6 lo would. iford': And - this was orc 
iis hſef cauſe. T erig; id in tHiSWotk's ard'il 
pe thoſe who haye not corifilered. this 
Krter, kyiocs perfwatted,' by whatFhave 
b thetalthyesbette? for tlic 


: 


| "Miniſter, efprc 
ke buſes bot a Pf -with!-to6'Toft{a 
Woke; ant ate (6'Niehſe Hed; Afrac Hh 
Wt jed to 'rtie cortiing'"int 


Fila (that Exbrife 1 winths Gadif - 
© Miniſter cedt a Vette, Kaopei't=? d. 


on , 
| pore FN WE ns 


ab- 


abſent (as he may SO: occalionty nc 
be., where Prayers. are read ever; | 
This ſeems to me very onſulrh 0! wa 
nature. of that Exerciſe, wherein wen 
to declare our Joy and Exultancy i in Gal q fi 
and therefore in ſpeaking, as well asfi 
ing, we ſhould liftyzep or Voi vices ,and pn 
him luftily and with a good corrage, AS j p art 
-Bfal:.81. bk. And. in many. places. & 
Scripture.exhonts to a great cheerfuln ej 
this Exerciſe., and to do it with loud a 
exalted Voices. And if we did, ſo, 
would :make it ſhew like another th thin 
than it doth in the way I reprove.,. 
-would render it more Fon Pear mY p 

' nourable to Almighty God more i 

fant and comfortable to on elves3. ll 1} 
it would alſo remove the offer by vv 
ſome take againſt it as Unedifying , f zbct 
that it is onely on that account, zecal | 

. they cannot. underſtand. half the Za 
-through the imperfe@ murmur of Ge 

le in repeating it. For if every ® 

Toke: as loud and plain in repeating if 

_ "Verſe, as the Miniſter doth in rc al | 
his, (as they ought to do, if chey,wo q -c0 
have it appear like P/almody, or an Of » Wa 
of 'Praiſc) there would be no.cauſe tori . mo 
| Company by theſe,nor by thoſe thi a b fo. 


xls — SS FOO WrPER "Y 4 
; 539 I 


11g not read , who might be helped by the 
Wer tes i ane their part with- 

it, or at leaſt underſtand as rich as 
the, Miniſter read all, and be more edi- 
{Bf in that holy Joy which this manner of 
reading is apt to beget. 

Tiny ] wiſh alſo, that people had the 
©, fk, ig in _Lfome kind of Coricord 


| he 
wh might-be 35 with his) or a Fifth | 
= on ighth' from, it.: For there "is 2 ' 
d | Speaking as welt as Singing-togethet ,". that 
ud is very harſh , by reaſon of a diſcorf 
d0.the he Voices. of thoſe that Fran 77 
nd if pacn that Rave under Mnala 
| his matter, 'ayd good” firong Voices 
Would ſet themſelves to db their part , 
| would: ſoon bring the Congregation to a 
tter, performance. , And why ſhould 
ahey not think themſelves concerned ſd.to 
do? Is there any Exerciſe in the'world of 
bj ex nature, or.more ittumediately de- 
. hend to the Glory and*Honour ' of Al- 
$ . mighty God ? "Beſides, it is'done'as in his 
 lght.and preſence, and therefore to be 
$ done with' a manly courage, and the beſt 
q Skill we are able. And nothing can” be 
\$ 58 .exhilerating to pious minds , than 
:to.have communion together in _ 
. i ting 


= boi , cither thar| their Voi- _ 


ting the Divine Praiſes , in re eating & 
Hiſtories of his. wonderful, ? orks 3 tk 
more cdifying, in provokin ng. 
£0 worltup, f ear, and obey him, Nrrakl LE 
our ſelves, and _— and admoniſhing at 
| apy as oe Apo! ſe exhionts: in wy {au, 
g Lund Spiritual Songs, ſinging with 
26 Se; "aching mae to there's in un 
« 5, Epbs.5- 1 Collſc3e 5 Fort 
4 pins Oh: Fro we ro 
O 6cn . our Reaſqn andthe ttuth 
of of the Davin 0s Ben go our Aﬀetion | 
a he ob infinite. gopdne(s and fuitablehe 
P the:ohjeRts therein propoſed, ny 
- _ thc - Powers are renewed by. the Þ 
- > Ghaſt,, mult needs yidld an, uſpeakatieFin 
Pts delight to our ſelves 3 and'when we Fa x | flus 
melody to;the Land, by exerciſing the On 
of Faith , and Love, and Joy, agld] bh 
Epc ys,and- ſing tohim by expril-F $2 
bog chem to the. ſence of others, by.thi FF ke 
elemn.., ſerious, and joyful manner 0 jr | 
IDg 5.,.WE teach:and admonifh one a kei 
_ther,& by ch pleaſant converſation jn 8} Þ © 
agthoſe excellent parts of Scripture, | Tun - 
_ .{veetly infiruat<haly Dofine , teaching 
_ one angther to follow God and his Safi js 
_ whalc vertues andþleſſcdinels we caebrals | 
-.and admonilhing one another to take hb e 


' [ 6r ] 

Þ kt we have any fellowſhip with the wick-.. 
| &&-whole vices we condemn and allo: re- 
: ember their woful downfals , as enſame-. 
$ =” warn us to repent, -leſt we periſh 
| Ds 

"| Now this being ſo pleaſant and profi- 
| table an Exerciſe, why ſhould not all 

| | men endeavour to revive the credit there- 
| of, by the molt excellent manner of per- 
{| formance ? Certainly it had never been in 
| | the power of Satan or his Inſtruments to 
>| have brought into contempt this: Angeli- 
> | al Exerciſe, if men had not remitted their 
; 


y | this Way, is ſo accommodate to the capa- 
| dty of all, deſcending to the very mica« 
| neſt, without abating the delights of the 
LF preateſt , that it is ſirange any ſhould not 
&F lkeit. I have known ſome Families,that 
1 br many Generations have been fo de- 
++ ive in the way of artificial ſinging,that 
4 10 one perſon of them could ever fing the 
& | Tune of a Pſalm in any tolerable manner; 
a8 | Ft theſe can praile God with the Con- 
& | Eepation in this way of repeating the 
1 falms by turns; and Children may be 
ach carlicr taught to doitſo, than in 
&f F any 
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any other ways "And: yet it is no abate- 
ment -of delight: co. others that are more: 
Skilful in Muſick : For the way of Singings 
which is now molt commended, is but a 
melodious kind of Speaking and all 
Graces that hinder” the -underlianding_- of 
the :'Words, are quite out, of fathion. So 
that here.is a delight that offers it (elf moi 
early to be the felicity of Humane Nature, 
anticipating the baſe and bruuith delights 
ob 'Senſe., that prefs upon us for enter- 
tainment on the account of their being 
pleaſant and neceſſary, before we can well 
diſcover the lightneſs of their prctences 
thereunto. And alfo this pleaſure loſeth f 
-not its Reliſh in Old age , but fill contt- \ 
nueth its-force and power, to counter- 
work the infinuations. of all contrary de- 
lights of that tate, as far as. they. may be 
prejudicial. to the true ſpititual tclicity of F 
our minds and ſpirits. Es f 
- And | perſwade niy (cl, that if pexſons 
of: age and-honour , . and thoſe! that haye | 
twine;excellency. of Art, would but:delig 
and: endeavour to-make the. hefi of -4bs 
way, they would tind great fatisfaRionl0 
thomf)ves thereby ., and alſo would beg} an 
ag ambition-/in the younger ſost to! Þ the 
wonthily in performing their paxt <0 any 


| 
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heavenly Pſalmoty, and youth being fo.en» 
couraged , would faon conceive {uch'a 
pleaſure as I have before ſpoken-of : And 
this (in-conjun&tion: with. other appointed 
means) would mightily facilitate the work 
of their true Convertion, ' engaging then 
heartily in that fpiritual Combat againft 
the Enemies of their Souls, : and that feri=- 
ous/-proſecution of true and endlcfs felict- 
ty, to which we obliged them by Baptiſm< 
For it 1s fo evident. that Life without Plea- 
ſuxe-is an empty name , and little -more 
delirable than Death ,.- that: David lamen« 


ting in his own perſon the deplorable mi- 


Cs I Wh 
— 
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ſeries to which man in. his beſt ſtate in this 
world is ſubje&, asks the queſtion, 'Where- 
fire God bath made all men for nought-?. Andi 
ſet the Apotfile tells of ſome who lived wm 
pleaſure, that they were dead while they Ii= 
vl, Whence we may conclude, that Man 
6s a Creature capable of two: ſorts. of 
Peaſure > Mental, and Carnal  ' and that 
theſe do for the molt part militate againſt 
ach other; and if. carnal Pleaſures pre- 
ral, and: get the poſſeflion of our Life, we 
(aid to/ be dead in reſpect of our: minds 
ad ſpiritual part; But if the delights of 


| be Mind once take place, and become'oar 
+ *ployment, then: the Body is faid- cbe 
wk F 2 


dead 


bs Þ - 
a 4 =x 
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dead by reaſon of fin , as the Spirit is life he- 
cauſe of righteouſneſs. So that it is of 
mighty avail to cheriſh theſe Spiritual 
pleaſures, and depreſs thoſe that are car- 


nal, eſpecially in the beginning of our life; | 


as'that upon which the happineſs of the 
whole Life depends. And this , I think, 
may be done: by a pious and prudent in-- 
ſtruction in the fore-mentioned Duty, and 
by giving a good example to encourage 
the performance. I cannot give this mat- 
ter the explication 1t requires; but I hope 
a word to the wiſe will be {ufhcient, 


Having hinted theſe things, to redtifie 
what "ſeem'd to me amiſs; 1 ſhall now 
briefly repreſent that Behaviour which I 
jadge .moſt decent in the performance of 
theſe Sacred Offices, Firlt then, having | 
a duc-{cnſe of what you are going about, 
viz, to approach the moſt glorious and 
dreadful preſence of the Almighty 3 and 
baving compoſed your minds to worſhip 
him with that Reverence and: Deyotion 
you ought , and declared this by the (0- 
temn manner of your coming into his 
Hcuſe, and placing your (ef in the tat 
on Whercin you are to perform your part 


————_—ſlt.. 


in this holy Exerciſe you are to fix your 


. +# 
eyes | 
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eyes on the Reader as the Miniſter off God, 
the Meſſenger of the Lord of Hoſts,ſent to 
call you to Repentance , with offers of 


| Peace and Reconciliation, that-you may 


eſcape his dreadful wrath, which none can 
emdure or withſtand 3 which all the Hoſt 
of Heaven and Powers of Hell, as well-as 
all the Creatures here on Earth , are rea- 
dy to minitter againſt impenitent and pro- 
fane wretches. You are to ſtand up and 
attend ſeriouſly to the reading of thoſe 
Scripture-Sentences wherewith he begins 
this Service 3 wherein are declared, in the 
yery words of - God himſelf, the neceſtity 


-of Repentance, and the certainty of Par- 
don /and gracious acceptance- to all: that 
truly perform it, / 1718. 6 HO0NS 


You are allo well to confidey the inforce- 


| ment of thoſe Sentences, by his rcading the 


Exbortation following 3 mean time refledt- 
ing on your {elf with a due remembrance 


of your particular fins , that you may be. 


the better prepared to accompany him 
with a pure Heart and humble Voice in 
the General Confeſſion following, And this 
Confeſſion 7as it is ordered) we ſhould 
make in the moſt humble. poſture ; which 
according to the uſe and cuſtom of this 


| | Country, is kneeling on our Knees , 


wF 3 which 


- - _ 


whichnone are to omit , 'except hindred 


by bodily infirmity , or ſuch inconvenien- 
ces 25a foteetimes occalioned by Crowd 
of people 3 and; then they muſi take care 
to ſupply 'that- detect by other exprefions 
of bumble Reverence: And we cught ſo 
to ſpeak in repcating the fame after the 


Mioiſier, that we thereby expres, that we | 


verily believe our ſelves to be guilty (in 
many particular inſtanees) of ſuch. fins as 
areconfefſed wndcs the fevera) Heads there- 
in mentioned 3 and! hat - we .arc heartily 
ſorry fdrthe ſame; 4nd tarncily implore 


. the Divine Mercy and! Forbearance , and | © 


to be refiored to his grace and .fayour, 
truſting to his Promiſes made to us..in 
. Chritt 3 and with no leſs earneſinels deſye 


the aflitance of his Grace , to inable us | 


£0 live better for the future. This faith- 
ul endeavour to appear as humble pent- 


tents before God and the Congregation, | 
-will ſuppreſs the workings of Pride and 
Self=conceit (the Parent of all vice) and-|- 


ſtrengthen the contrary Virtue , Hzmiluy, 
the Foundation and Nurſe of all Ver 
cues. 

In attending in the ſame poſture while 
-the Minifter,as Gods Herald, pronounceth 
. Hbſolution aud pardon of ſivs to the truly 


V penitent, } + 
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penitent , that unfcignedly believe the 
Goſpel of his Son, we ought to cxprifzia 
great Reverence of the Almighty (from 
whom he {peaks) and alſo the molt hum- 
ble Thanktulneſs,and holy; Joy for:his xich 
Grace 3 which Grace is-communicated to 
us by the Stewards of his Myteries.,, and 
cannot be received in the contempt of their 


adminiſtrations, whom he hath impow- 
red to diſpence the ſame : . And withal, 


earnelily beggingſaccording to his Exhox- 


tation) that our. Faith and Repentance 


may be alliſted by the''divine-Co-optrati 
en, that we never fail of the ſame Grace 


for want of meet diſpolitions to reccive- it, 


p 
? 
7 


nor neglect the -improvement thertof-at 
preſent or for the future. © 5445 1 
When we have thus prepared:our felves, 
we ought , with heavenly Joy. and great 
Fervency , to joyn with the Minifter and - 
Congregation in rcpeating that Divine 
Prayer which our Saviour taught. - Jn che 


- beginning of it (which-1s Enchariftical, 


containing ſuch Petitions as are for the 
immediate honour and glory of God) lift- 
Ing up our hands and eyes with our voi- 


. ces to Heaven, we declare our Joy in Gad, 

an&exultancy in his Praiſcs. . In/the reſt 
- (wherein we ſupplicate thingsneccſaryfor 

34; F. | 
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our ſelves) we ſhould expreſs greateſt, hu- 
mility , in bowing our Heads and Bodies 
towards the Earth, as unworthy to ask {6 
great things.of ſo great a Majefly , and 
ſpeaking. with more Jowly and humble 
Voices; until returning to the acknow- 
ledgment of his paternal Government 
which inclines him, his Fower which ena- 
bles him, and his Glory which engages 
him to be fo gocd to his Creatures, and «(- 
pecially his Childien , we lift up our 
Hearts and Hands, and with mcre chear- 
ful Voices repeat the Doxologie. 

After this , being to pals to that high 
and heavenly work of praiſing God., the 
work for which chiefly we were made;and 
the excellent power of Speech given us; 
to which , while we continued innocent 
and happy , our mouth was (till opened, 
and we had freedom and power to per- 
form the ſame 3 but Sin and Sorrow,Guilt 
and Fear, Cares and Vexations, have now 
even made us dumb to Gods Praiſes, and 
difabled us for due cetcbration hereof:l ſay, 
in this reſpe& we ought moſt devoutly to 
joyn with the Miniſter in the Reſponle 
following the Lords Prayer, L020 open 
thou our Youths,.And our Lips 


ſha(l ſhew to2th thy pzaiſe, D God 
make. 
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make ſpeed to ſave us, D Lo2d, 
make haſt'to help 11s. And while 
we ſeek his Grace, we (hould uſe our own 


endeavours to open our own Mouths, and 
lift up” our Voices while we {ing his Prat- 
ſes, and to. awaken all our powers, to a. 
cheerful performance of the Service. 

The Gloria Patri follows, at the repett - 
tion whereof we are required to ſtand a: 
poſture moſt fit in-all' manner of Pſalmody, 
and when ever we ſpeak or ſing praiſe and. 
plory to God 3 but eſpecially in the pub» - 
lick Aſſemblies convened chiefly for that : 
purpoſe. And in pronouncing theſe - 
words of Glory, it would be very indecent : 
todo: it-in-any poſture that is leſs reverent. . 
To kit,is very offenſive to all that defire to» 
ſee this Service ducly performed.: And-it 
15 reaſon-it ſhould be. ſo 3 for theſe words-: 
Intend ' our moſt immediate - Addrefs> to-- 
God, the ever-bleſſed Frinity- in Unityar : 
the higheſt a& -of- Worſhip 3 andfo htly - 
do they ſerve: to the Adoration of the 
Deity, according to- the Faith our-Religi- - 
on requires us - to have thereot, that the. - 
man that doth not-expreſs: the inward re- - 
verence and adoration of his mind,by the - 
manner of his pronouncing them; and his . 
deportm nt: at that time, gives a ſuſpition: : 
| F p) 5 of c 
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of a defect in his Chrikianijty, or is much 
miſtaken in the way of expreiling the 
fame. This exe& poſture of our Bodigs, 
would mind us to ht: up our, Hearts, yea, 
and our Voices-00 , in giving praiſe and 
glory unto this blefled Trinity z wherezs 
wo other diſpoſeth ys to a defe& ig 

h | | 


 Bejpg next to proceed to praiſe God by 
the repetition of the Pſelws of David,&e 
the Miniſter (that he may mind us that it 
3s not the ordinary reading thoſe parts 
of Scripture for inſtruction, but the yepey- 
ting them as an Exerciſe of Praiſe ane 


Worſhip to Almighty God) is ordered ( | 
fay , Wtatſe ye the L.04D 5 and the 


Peopleito anſwer, The L02DS Jlame 
be pzaiſed. I hearing and ſaying ſuch 
words, we mult excite and expreſs holy 
felixes, that we may fo perform this Exs 
ercile , as may tend molt abundantly to 
the Glory and Honour of Almighty God. 
The Palm with which we always be- 


gin at Morning-Prayer, is, D COW er, iet |. 


us ſing unts the L92D 3 and is mob 
Gtly choſep, both far mutual proyocation 
tothis heavenly Exexciſe , and alſo for 
inſiryRion in the reaſons thereaf;and withe 


alto perſuade to the pbgdicnce of all bis 
cor 


: 


{ 


3s ; 


—_—— 


| commands in the whole conrſe' of or - 
lives, which ſhould be conſequent thereur= 
to; lſhewing in the conclulion the dread= 


| fal danger of not attending 'to'the James | 


which cxcellent matter Fcquiresthat we 
be ſerious and intent in repeating this © 
Palm, as that which will prepare and dif- 
poſe us to be fo in all the rat. --. 

As for the repetition of the Pſalms I | 
eerſe that follows, I havehinted what 1s . 
needful before : onely let me remember, 
that none ſhould take liberty to fit in that - 
performance, except conſtrained by bodi-. 


ly infirmity 3 becauſe Randing is ſoymuch + 


more fit a poſture for the Office of [Thankþ+ 
giving 5 and fitting was counted 4o inde- - 
centin the Primitive times,that the whole . 
Fervice was called Station ; and is onely in- 
tidged now for bodily weakneſs, (butinor .- 
order'd)) becauſe of the great decay of Pie . 
ty, which wiltnot bear ſuch ſtriQnels. 

After the Pſalms, a Chapter is read ol | 
of the O!d T lament. that we may be in» 
utted in the Doftrine of the Creation 
| ind Governinent of the firſt World, its - 
| Deltraction and Reſtitution , the oromis 
fes of the Metfia; and procedure of Gods - 
Grace in preparing men for himſelf ; as 


ah the correſpondency of ours — | 
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Doftrine to that which God of” old deli 
\vered by his Prophets 3 his agreement 
the Types and Figures of. him.under the 
Law. , and the accompliſhment of what 
Moſes and the Prophets wrote, in tha 
which he was, did, and ſuffered : in ſuch 
and many other xeſpects,the reading there- 
of is profitable 3 and therefore all Talking 
Gazing, and careleſs bchaviour (too often 
ſeen at this time) ſhauld be avoided, and 
we ſhould appear as diligent Auditors t 
thoſe Divine Oracles.. 

The inſtruction and reſpit we have had 
hereby , ſhould cauſe us. to- return with 


greater, joy and cheerfulneſs to. our. hes} 


venly work of prailing God. For whid 
we have next prepared the Evangelial 
Hymn Te Dex , the mcſi excellent that 


ever was compoſed by man, and ſpeakss | 


much of divine Inſpiration as any thing 
(not acknowledged for ſuch) ever, did; 


ſo fitted.for divine Adoration, and apt to] 


excite Devotion ,. and to miniſter moſtz 


bundantly to. the Conſolation of good | 


Chriſtians ,, thac even. that alone. (me 
thinks) (hapld-draw.us to Church, it not 
withheld by great obligations. 1 do theres 
' fare moſt earneſtly recommend to you the 
- moſt ſplemn appearance, and the moſt de: 


| 


yout | 


=> A. 
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| vout acts of Worſhip, and the moſt plain, 


| The Adoration of our God and our 
' butdiſpoſe us to hear the Doctrine of the 


he 
- 
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joyful ,, and reverent manner of ſpeaking, 
and what eycr you can think. becomes the 
repetition: of thoſe. excellent words. . 


Saviour by- the foreſaid Exerciſe, cannot 


New Teſftament-., out.of. which a Chapter 
is.next read; which, reporting to us 
either the wonderful Hiſtory of Chriſt and 
"his Apoſtles , or their holy: and incompa=- 
rable Dorine , cannot. be too diligently 
and xeverently attended. to : And I ſhould 


think. thoſe who have ſirength of . body 
| 5 ys 


would. de very commendably in ſtanding * 
upat the. reading thereof. —__. 
| Then weare ordered to return-again t& 
the work. of. Praifing Go1z which nothi 

- but Carnality can ever be weary of. And D. 
the Pſalms here appointed, are ſuch as _ | 
miniſter moſi fitly to the. Joy conceived by 


| hearing the glad. tidings of the Goſpel ſent 


to the Gentiles (of. which we were)as well 


we have not recezved that. Grace. in vain, 
nor heard the Goſpelof it without dili- 
gent heed , we ſhould repeat that Pſalm 
devaualy and joytully... | : 
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 asto the Fervs 3 and therefore to [hew that © - 1 
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' The next that follows is the Creed 
which contains thoſe matters in which all 
Chriſtians are of one mind. (which do 
believe ' with their hearts to Righteouſneſs ) 
and 'of which all Chriſtians muſt make 


publick Profciſhon , that will Confeſs with 


their mouths to Salvation. We therefore, 


in ene poſtare (and with all our Faces one 
way it ſhould be) do with one mouth rc 
peat that excellent Form of 'ſound' wards, 
which ſo excellently miniſters to the fied- 
faſineſs of our Faith,our reoycing in Hope, 
our unity in Love, and cheerfulneſs in the 


Praiſes of God and our Saviour 3 that 'no 


man, that conſiders it, could chuſe but 
ſtand up and bear his part with us 3 and 
he that tinds no joy and elevation of mind 
zn'repeating the Creed, hath nothing 
but a natural delight in hearing the moſt 
excellent Sermon , or ravifhing Prayes : 
For theſe can have no Matter that is more 
tranſporting 3 and if it be onely the words 
or paſſion of the Speaker that affects us, *tis 
no ſpiritual delight. Let thoſe therefore 
take heed, that regard not to honour God, 
and expreſs the joy of their Faith, by a due 
performance in this matter. 11 OY 


After this, we return to the ſolemn dn- * 


ty of Prayer; which that we may pray 
with 
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with mutual Charity ,, and great Devoti- 
on, the Miniſter ſalutes the e-with 
that excellent Option, The Low be 
with you 3 and they return, And with 
thy Spirit. Which words, ſpoken with 
the holy affetion they ought , are apt to 
beget ſuch a diſpoſition of mind , as will 
render the Prayers very acceptable to God, 
and editying;;to' one another. The Mint- 
ker-yet farther (to awaken all the powers 
of our Souls to this moſt ſerious bafinefs) 
is tolav, Let US P2ay.-3 which therefore 
we ſhould compoſe our ſelves to do-with 
all our might, ch . beak 
| The [Reſponſe whexewith we begin, 
Lozd habe mercy,Chuift have mer- 
(y, Lowd Have mercy, ſerves moſt fit- 
ly coaſt this endeavour of great ferven- 
3; and being repeated without it, ſeems 
very indecent, and a kind of vain Repett= 
tion : therefore remember this. 

Then we renew the Repetition of the 
Lords Prayer z which Prayer certainly. is 
o that excellency, that no Chrifijan 
ſhould think it too much to uſe it both-in 
the beginning and end of this Service. 
And indeed, this is the very ſum and fub- 
| ſtance of all our Prayers 3 and others are 
added onely for greater ſolemnity . 

| uller 
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fuller explication : And therefore the of. 


nerit is repeated , the : more devoutlyyF 


ſhould be ſaid, and greater fervency:. ex. 
Cited : of which, before. f 
To relax a little this-:great intention 
mind , we have ordered a moſt excellent! 
Reſponſe , wherein the Miniſter and Peg- 
ple exchange ſome :devout Ejaculations, 


for:themnſelves, tor their Superiours, and] gre 


Brethren : | which as they mix: ſomewhat 
of holy delight with fervency , fo. they 
greatly ſtrengthen-the Bands of Chriſtian. 
Unity... 


I The reſt of the time we ſpend in-repes-1 
_ ting ſeveral Coles, moſt excellent for the 
matter, and:comprehenfive for-the words | 


in: praying for the King and Royal Famb 
ly, for. Magiſtrates and. Miniſters-, the 
Church and State, all Chriſtians , and al 
Men 3 and we give ſolemn. thanks: for 
Gods mercies to us and them : in all whit 
we ſhould ſirive to preſerve a conſiant in- 
tention , and . true devotion of mind! 
and.if-:to that end we accompany the Mi 
niſter with our Voice, it ſhould be always 
with ſuch caution as I have expreſſed be 
fore; and ſo it may be very uſctul ther 
unto and alſo it would make us perfe@ 


is ſaying the Prayers, which may be | 
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| great uſe to; us in other caſes, befidesour 
oyning with the Congregation therein. 
Bue if men having got the faculty of ſay- 
ing the Prayers readily by heart , do let 
their Tongues run before their Wits, and 
fay faſter than' it can be thought. they une 
derſtand, or well conlider what they ſay 
then they abuſe Gods good gifts. * Twas 
greatly blam'd by the Apofile , that ſome 
of thoſe who had received the miraculous 
gift of Tongues, were {fo forward in the 
uſe of it, as that it hindred their due con» 
fderation of the things they ſpake 3- for. 
amending whereof, he propoſeth his own 
Example to their imitation, ſaying, I will 
rey with the Spirit, but yet ſo, as with the 
Vaderflanding alſo; and I think. there, 


CEE WELTIEY 


cur inſtruction in this matter. | take the 
liberty of _ repetition. and: inlargement 
terein., becauſe I have often: heard this 
diforder complained of, ſince the firſt Edj- 
tion of this Book 3. and- many wiſh .the 
Reprinting of it for that-very reaſon, that 
ſome may lend or. give them. to:thoſe in 
whom they. obſerve this ,. to re&ifie their 
pactice herein. - nel 

But in the whole performance,l earneft- 
\Fadmoniſh all men to avoid fitting , lol- 


kl, 


| 


my be ſomething drawn from. hence far: 


| ling, | 
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In , leaning , and all indecent poſtures] a 
and to continue knecling mcekly and ds] 
youtly, if their ſtrength permit. Andi] 
think men are too apt here to plead inf] «« 
mity, out of indulgence to the Fleſh, whid| m: 
ſhould be taught to ſuffer ſomething (aj 
the Honour of God , and intercfis of onſ a 
Souls, which have ſuffercd a great deall it 
Its pleaſures and paſſions: and I doal[þut 
not,the pain we endure to expreſs our »|{w 
verent Adoration of the Almighty in thyoug 
his ſolemn Worſhip , ſhall be accepredi or | 
a part of that Mortification God requini v 
and of our Conformity to Chriſt and 
"Churchz and no Chriſtian that conk bla 
the great and moſt doforoas pain what|yt 
io Chriſt offered himſelf in Sacrificedls: 
-the Crolſs.can think much to endure (ont we | 
'Fittle pam, that we may offer our Sacrika 
-of- Prayers and Praiſes with that a he £ 
'rence which becomes us: nor can Fil 
"tan have that ſenſe of the Adorable if 

- zeſiy of the moſt High, when his Headal 
"Elbows lie on the bench of his ſx A 
when he kneels in an ere& Fea 

His Eyes and Hands lift up to oh cef 
The actions of the Body have a 

' influence on the Soul; as well as, ont "3 ar 
"contraxy , the Souls affeions move itys 
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$1 «& - Bclides the derency of this, which 
| s ſo evident , that I may appcal to men 
[{] chemfelves in this caſe ; as the Apoſtle in 
1 gnother of the ſame nature, ( being ina 
id] matter of- indecency- in Gods Worſhip!) 
{a Judge in your ſelves what is meet, | Gan 
on] any nan think it fit to ſapplicate the infi- 
lh] aite Majeſty of Heaven and Earih in any 
ah hut the moſt hamble poſture of body, 
B[{which with us is Kneeling) or that we 
ought to fit on our Breeches when we ſing 
dujer ſpeak praiſe unto him? Certainly the 
ind power of 'Errour is very great, thatit can 
iplind the mind of man ina matter ſoevi- 
aSiuent and plain,; - Bucl trult that | thoſe to 
ep{whom I write ac not fo deceived, - .- | | 

ew: Yet I would not be thought to comp- 
of mend any ſuch uneaſineſs , as is either g- 
nſain(t the due Compoſure of the Mind, or 
mite good Eſtate of the Body : I know Ghd 
\Mfll have Mercy and not Sacrifice , -and 
"Wpeters -the due operations of the Mind 
IMifore the moſt devout actions of the Bo- 
thy, (eſpecially where they cannot be both 
ma perfection , but the exaAnefs of one 
Witeceſſitates ſome relaxation in the other) 


gPthere is an 4ncafineſs that is ſo (mall, 
niar' it rather helps than hinders inward 
Wrotion , and difturbs nothing. but a 


lazie 
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. lazie humor, or ill habit 3 things no wi he 

to be Indulged. But yet where there | } 
ſuch real infirmity as juſtly excuſeth fron C 
Standing , Kneeling upright , &c. mal" 
ſhould be careful that in what poſture 66 up 
ver they be, they make fuch expreſſions) (c 
ſeriouſneſs and Devotion , that it may ap 
pear to the Congregation that they omit 
nothing out of lazineſs, contempt of thj 
Orders of the Church , or a profane Spi 
rit, 


conc! 
will 


I have now run over the daily Officed| 
Morning-Prayerz and ſhall proceed ml... 
: farther, becauſe he that will obſerve whitf,._ | 
I have written in that , cannot be to (&l, 
In- ordering himfelf aright in all @,, 
elt.. 

It may not be inconvenient in the Gat =y 
cluſion,, to offer ſomething that may heſſ, 
us-to ſhew our Devotion in leaving ti], 
Church, as well as in coming to itail "ge 
continuing there, It is (aid of the ancient 
Jews, that they went out of theSym?| 
gogues backward, that they might deci; 
their unwillingneſs to leave Gods houl| | 
in which holy men have deſired everi. 
dwell. And (however that way of &@| 


preſſing it may ſeem to ſome) I aw fu, 
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[there ought to be ſuch affections in us as 
I they would thereby ſignihe 3: and nothing 
we do that is contrary thereunto,can ſeem 
Uzecent to wiſe men 3 and if peoples hur- 
ying out of the Church as ſoon as ever 
*lthe Sermon or Prayers are ended , be not 
Apparently contrary to ſuch afteion,, my 
Pl anceit deceives me 3 eſpecially,when they 
pill not ſtay to take Gods Bleſſing along 
RE vich them 3 1 Gay Gods,for though a man 
*[ronounceth it , yet it is ſuch a man, as 
{1s his Miniſter and Herald, the Steward of 
his Mylteries, whoſe words, as ſuch , he 
2Iwill never ſuffer to fall to the ground, but 
2Iwill give them their effect on all that are 
meet ſubjects: and therefore to deſpiſe 
U[hat glorious and myſterious bleſſing 
*[*herewith theſe holy Offices are conclu- 
|, ſhews great ignorance or profane- 
els, and little manners, ard is an affront 
the blefled Trinity , and to the Con- 
gegation met to do Worthip thereunto. 
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POSTSCRIPT 


Of thing I have thought fit to adds 
AH uſctul to the detign of this Papey 


which is, My humble Requeſt to Miniſtes 
and: Veftries, that they will take care that 
ft and worthy perſons be put into: the 
Office of Pariſh-Clerks 3 for that the 
fe&s of the people in performing their 


part of this Service ,. is chiefly imputable! 


to this cauſe , that they have not a Cleik 
that is able to lead them in the right way 
of that performance: for if the people 


would but conſider , that it is the ſpect 


worlt of a Clcrk to be their guide in what 


they are to ſay and do in this Service,and| 


make fuch obſervation of him as they 
ought., he ſtanding ſo advantageouſly.ſa 
the ſame, would bring the whole Cong 
gation unto a good performance. 
perſons that may offer themſelves , andit 
may be the Pariſhes intereſt to chuſe, my 


have ſuch natural defects , that they at | 


never be made fit for the place 3 and ſome 
are of ſuch a profane Spirit,that they wil 
never {et themſelves to ſtudy to do thet 
beſt therein. Both theſe are to be xj 


Some| lp 


Ad, whatever advantages the Pariſh may 
make by their election : for ſo ſacred a 
[thing as the Worſhip and Service of Al- 
mighty God , is not to be ſubjugated to 

| the ſecular mtcrefts of men : And itis a 
er; great xeproach. to any Pazith, thato fave 
as| theciſQves 2 Hfittle-chavge tn -raginutaiming 
at|a poor Family , they ſhonld 'employ a 
he[perfon to be guide to the people in this 
| moſt ſolemn Office of Divine Worſhip, 
ir] that is in any way a ſcandal or diſhonour 
ae | thereunto, or untit to perform it as he 
&|wght. And it any ſuch be already in 
ay |the place, iny requelt is , that the Miniſter 
je [and Veltry will uſe their Authority to re- 
d [form them , and engage them to findy 
at [the molt decent and graceful manner of 
d | performance 3. and if that cannot be'ef- 
rfl ted, to torce them- to admit che Help, of 
g| other iu that matter , though they con-" 
&| tinu2 to do the Pariſh-buſinefs in other 
w.| rlpects. I make this humble requeſt; be- 
it | aule 1 believe that a Clerk that was a de- 
xj | out man, and one that had a good' con» 
it | wand of his Voice, if he would fethimfelf 
«| tudy to excel in performing what. is re» 
il | Quized of him, would greatly affiſt the peos 
i | ple in the well performance of their part, 
+ | ndexcite them thereunto., | 


Tothe CLERGIE. 


5 A Nd now I moſt humbly beſeech the 
4 Reverend Clergy of this Church, 
that they will not deſpiſe the advice of ſv- 
unworthy a perſon. If there be not Tratl: 


in what I write,I deſire not to be regarde< 
but if there be, Truth js a thing ſo Dive] 
and Excellent,as not for my unworthinels | 


or for any defects in the delivery, to ber 
jected ; eſpecially,when it is Truth of the 


higheſt concern that can be imagineds]- 


that which concerns(and that moſt imm& 
diately) the glory and honour of the mel 
High God , and his Son Jeſus Chriſt out 
moſt holy Saviour z that which concems 
the ſupream good of the beſt of carthl 


To the Clergy and to the People! | © 


—— 
— 


An 
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Creatures, and that with relation to his þ gull 


better part , and his Etcrnal State 3 that 
w 


j 


1 
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| which much concerns the happineſs and 


well-farc of this Flouriſhing Church, and 


/F tends to its Unity , Sanity, and Glory: 


'That which concerns the diſcharge of 
your Great Duty to God and his Church, 
and igthe beſt Return of the Benefits you 
| partake from both ; I ſay, whertit is Trarh 
of ſuch concern , methinks 1t ſhould be 
conſider*d, and that whoever it come from 
the Inftrument,ſfince God himſelf mul} 
beacknowledged the Author. 

The Worſhip and Service of God 
bath been eſteemed of all Wile Men, the 
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chief of thoſe things wherein Men or 
Angels could imploy themlelves ; * Tis the 
Principal End of bringing men into-Holy 
Orders, and of inſtiruting Chrittian AE 
{mblies, the GrearMt Means of inducing 


| thatSuper-excellentPrinciple-of theDivine 


Life, that Evangclical Spirit which only 
an overcome ourVices,andfublimeMoral 
Vertnes igto Chriſtian Graces , and make 
our Good Works Secds of E:crnal Glory. 
This i5 the Prelibation,of and Preparation 
forthe unſpeakable Joys above : *T'is this 
for which all our Noble Faculties were 
gen us : *T's this that chietly diſtins 
\Puſheth us from Bealls, and that mare 
4:'hen the mcer Shape of our Bodies, or oy 
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Matural Reaſon , and gives usthe greateſt 
Likeneſs unto and Communion with the 
Angels. *Tis the Worſhip of One Gol! 
that is the greateſt Incentive to Love, and 
the ſtrongeſt Bond of Peace among Men, 
and among Chriſtians it becomes mort 
fo, when we Worſhip Him in and throu 


One Mediator and Saviour our Lord Jeſus | 


Chriſt, FP 

The Natural Worſhip which was offer'( 
1n the State of Innogency , the Superſt- 
_ tious- Worſhip of Guilty and Aﬀrighted 
Criminals, the Typical and Pedzgogi- 
cal Worſhip of Moſaical Inſtitution, al 


+ theſe had ſomething of Excellency inthem$ 
nay, were the beſt thing the world had be F 
fides: But the Excellency and Glory « þ 


Evangelical WorſhiÞ is above themall, 
it far exceeds whatever elſe we can do 
this Life , and is the Higheſt Felicity of 
the Life to come ; Angels began ir her: 


on Earth , Luke 2.12, 14. and ſhall re} 


Joice to accompany us therein when M! 


. are in Heaven. A Man thar hath the 


_ Power of Godlinefs in his Soul, is apt uw] 
fay when he is at Church, as the Diſciple 


when they were on- the Holy Mount, 


Dord it is geod for us to be here, or as David 
Bleſſed are they that dwell in thy Houſe ” | 


'wre ever praiſing thee. 
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" "Theſe Things I have touched , that I 
might introduce this great Canlideration, 
4} That the moſt Learned and highly Dignified 
| of the Clergy ought not to think it any abaſe- 
| ment of themſclus, but their great Honour 
| 30 Read Common Prayer: "T's not (as ſome 
\| would perſwade us) the eaſinefs of the 
| Thing that can make it contemptible: 
There was no great difficulty in that whic 
{] God requir'd ofthePrieſts in theServices of 
| the Temple, yet was their Office eſteemed 
{} no ſmall Honour; the reaſon whereof wag, 
- | becauſe they approached nigh to God: un 
the Offices of bis Solemn Worſhip = for 
; & the Greatneſs of Gods Majeſty requires 


OT 
- 


n 

of 

RJ this Office gives them the chictelt Dignity 
&f and Honour that is to be tound amopg 
w} Mankind ; ant all Nations ever bad their 
hey Pricſts in higheſt Eſtcem ( however 
: they are ſcorncd in this p:ophane "8e.) 
Bur then if their approach. ro God in 
the Offices of his Worſhip,which puts this 
4 Greaz Honour upon them becomes con- 
w Ewptible in their eyes,and they think feorn - 
G 2- of 


| that not every one that can do the ing | 
be admitted to perform it as an Act of his + 3 
|,} Solemn Worſhip, bur tharir bedoge by 3 
n} Perſons Solemanly ſer aparr thereunto ; fs: 2 
the Conſt cration which men receive unto © 


of all but Preaching , I think they great- | 


ly err. 

And when (through Bodily Infirmity 
or the Attendance on other Parts of their 
Miniſtry)they are obliged to imploy Rex- 
ders, Ithink for the fame reaſon, that 
They ought to take care they get ſich as 
(atleaſt) do not ſcan7alize that Service 
either by their wicked Lives or undecent 
Performance. To Perform the Publick 
Service oF God in the Aſſemblies of his 
Servants, 1s too great an honour to be put 
on Fools or Vile Perſons : Certainly ſome- 
thing very conſiderable muſt be pleaded 


In excuſe of thoſe who profeſiing a great 


Zeal for Holineſs intheir Preaching, are | 


Careleſs whether the Prayers be read well 
or 11], and imploy ſuch to read them that 
are adiſhonour to this Service. It cannat 
be ſuthcient to ſay that theſe Readers are 
Poor Men, and that they have no other 
Way to live, and that they imploy them 
out of mecr Charity-: For that Charity to 
- Men which is againſt the Love of God, 
and a Regard to the Solemnity of his 
Worſhip, is an ill fortof © harity : And 
{os that to particular perſons which 8 
againſt the. Edification of the Church: 
Nay, I am of Opinion 1t-15 no Charity to 


—_ 


thoſe | 


ED 
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will ſerve to get their living, they will ., 2 
not be ſo eaſily brought to Repentance, 
as if (being rejeCted of all on-this account* = 


Church,or own them; but as they have 


| formed, and caſt Gods Word behind theie - 


- | : 
. v9. ] 


thoſe to whorit is ſhewed ; for their if 

Reading proceeding ( for rhe moſt vart ) # 
from their v:cious hives, which hath dee 

firoyed in them that ſenſe of God and Re- 

gion, which 1s the onely due pfeparation- 
toa well performance of rhis Service ( as. 
lobſerved before) ſo long as they ſeerhat-: 
flubbering over the Service without thar - 
Seriouſneſs and Devotion which their cor- - 
rupt AteQtions cannot admit, and which + 
for the reaſon fore-menticned , they find . 
it difficult to counterfeit ; Ifay, whilſt this. 


and brought-to extream poverty_) they. 
were taught by the Rod to refle&t on their > 
folly, and ro ſee the neceſſity of Amend- 

ment, AfMiction 1s Gods way of tgach- . 
ing men to Repent ,. and I think men . 
ſhould not think to find any better. There-" 
fore I wiſh that if Scholars will be pro- * 
pliane , they may know they hed be 
poor ; and none that have pow-- 
erwould put them into imployment inthe - 


nothing to do to take Gods Name inte 
their mouths while they hate to be Re 


G 3 backs. 
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backs. So the Church will not ſuffer them | 
fo to do,cſpecially when it is apparent they | wh 
delire it for a Secular Advantage, and to | thu 
maintain them in a Vicious Life , and not | to1 
of any defire to Serve God ar.d his Church, | and 
And I carneſtly pray that a ſtop may be | tha 
put tothe admitlion of ſuch into the Mie | ſhe 
niſtry at the firſt, although I know 'ty | ing 
extreain difficulr as things ſtand. And as our | gs 
Church direRs, ſo we have great needto | | 
pray at this time , That God will ſo guide | per 
and govern the minds of the Biſhops and | be1 
Pa#ttors of this Church, that they may lay | the 
' bands ſuddenly on no man , &c. which | Re] 
>. Prayer, will I hope, offend none. _- ] ng 
” _ Sometherearcalſothatdoit thus ſlight» | Go 
E ly out of Erroneous Principles or Carnal | tha 
E - Wiſdom, the firlt fort think the Comms | dec 
 _ Prayer a grievous Impolition , and that | Of 
t- they ought to be left to their liberty to | hee 
& * Pray as they pleaſe; bur becauſe the Ru- | per 
”. = Jers will have it ſo,they ſubmit toit onely | goc 
+0 get their livin gs, or elſe for the ſake of | tha 
Preaching ; which being of ſo great neceſſ- 
ry to mens Salvation,they think ir muſt not 
be forſaken, though they are forc'd.tp | 'Þ 
accompany it with adefettive diſorderly. 4 
Form, (as they think ours is ) and thef} * 


”. 50 


—— = 


# hope their good intentions towards mew. | 0 
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| Salvation will ' excuſe their uſing it ,. 
when they can do no bettes. Bur. yen 


thus minded will make what haſt theyw&an . 


torid themſelves of what is burdenſome, 
and ſo ramble over the Service without 
that Devotion it requires , and plainly 
ſhew by their careleſs manntr of Reag- 


ing that they do not love the Common. 


Pzayer, though they are forc'd to uſe it. 


My Opimon 1s, that men of this tem= 


per, as well asthe former, ought not to . 


be ingonrgged neither by the Church or 
the Miniſters thereof , and that they —_ 
Repentance and Reformation toſet the 


right jn the Judgment:of God and ail 


Good Men ; God will be Sanctified inall 


that come nigh him, by the moſt ſolemn © 4 
decent and reverend Performance of the; * ? 
Offices of his Publick Worſhip; and thag © 


hecannever be by men that are not fully 


perſwaded in their own minds of the © 


goodneſs and fitneſs of the mode in which 
that Worſhip is performed. For doubts 
n.this will hinder ſuch manner of ſpeak- 


ng and deportment as becomes their aps 
proach to that God whois Gloriousin Hoe 


1] lineſs , and Dfeadtul in his Praiſes. In 
[4 thatreſpect alſo, I think i may well be 
[4 Trqured by the Laws of this Church thag 
; G 4, every 
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every one admitted to the Miniſtry theres 
= ptBlickly theirAfſent andCon- 
ſentto all and every thing,&c.Godhimlſelf 
doth require a full perſwafion of mindcon- 
 , cerning the goodneſs of that we do, eſpe- 
E 4 cally in weighty matters ; and tells us 
. <that whatſoever 15 not of Faith is Sin, and 
he that doubts is damned it he does. that 
he doubts of ; and therefore the Churdh 
cannot be blamed in this. Order : for 
ſuch Readers were better out. of the | 
Charch then in it, for they ſcandalizg the 
Excellent Service thereof, by their ligh | 
performance (and that far more than the 
prophane ) for theſe ſeeming very deyout 
intheir own Prayers, People are apt to | 
-. think their indevotioh in the Common: | - 
:- Prayer, declares that they believe it not to 
be the Worſhip of God, but ſomething | 
=, tobercadon condition to have liberty to 
”. Preach, and fo it is no matter how it be | 
: done 3 and?tis theſe that incourage that 
#ffenfive and indecent behaviour that | an 
have obſerved in ſome , who though they | thi 
are preſent at. Prayers, yet never obſerver | 
ny thing that the Rubrick direts to be 
performed; but fir and loll and ſtare about, 
and endeavour as much as they can to ſeem 
-unconcern'd.in what is done, till the _ 
© 8 < 
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"this from obſer ving the {1:ghrneſs of ſuch - 


Core 


ſter goes into his Pulpar, for whoſe ſfake- 
alone they came to Church , leaſtthey be 
thought to approve the Prayers: theſe T * 
fear, take the concen that they do well in 


Miniſters in Reading the Prayers, or at © 
leaſt it prevents that convidion which -. 
theſe kind of men might receive fram - 
their devout and reverend pertorming-the - 
ſame. And I believe this, becauſein thaſle -- 


. Churches where the Miniſter 1s very de- - 


'vout in Reading the Service, ] could never - 


obſerve any ſuch behaviour; ſo that either 
ſuch people ſeldggp come there, and I» 
think ( being lik@to give more ſcandal by - 


'their ill Example than they receive benefit 
| -by the Service) they were better be abſent © 


then preſent ) or elle the power of a Der 


| vout Performances ſuch , that when ' men 5 7 
arepreſent atir, they cannat but be ſomea-. 


what ſerwous and inclin d to imitation. 1 - ©" 


humbly intreat therefore that it- there be - 
any that are imployed in-the. Miniſtry of 


this Church ( as I have cauſe to fear thers - * 
+) that Read ill on this account,, that -, 


they will reflect on the indecency andi1h . 
conſequenccs of ſuch practices, and as aRe- 
medy hereof, that they will conſult the moſt 
kar::ed and judicioys that are devout ig - 
G 5 th + 
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the Way of our Church , for fuller Satif 
| faQtion in the Reaſonableneſs and Excel- | ms 

lency of our Service, that ſo they muy], ku 
Perform it more Reverently and AﬀeQie-| the 

. mately,tothe Honour of God and the Pex | kir 
- ples Edification ; and this they will find| tha 
to be more comfortable to* themſelves, lan 
and of better acceptance with all pood| P91 
men , then halting berween T'wo Opini- | the 
ens; for it is evident, that were there any | tC 
thing ſinful in the performance, they ought | thi 
not to have undertaken it atall ; for Eyil | but 
muſt not be done that Good may come: | be 
But if there be onely, a defect of fome | ' 1 
degrees of Goodneſs inthis Service, -theh | VE 
ReaſSn requires that they do not make |}'tba 
.worſe by an ill performance, | but make 
the beſt of ir that poſſibly can be for ob- | that 
- _aining the ends theresf , viz, Gods Ho 
” - Nour, andonr Spiritual Conſolation. Yet Inte 
> thoſe that Read ill on the account ef fuch | Whi 
A Error, are more to be pitied and lefscony and 
demned than thoſe that do ſo out of a | thel 
I kind of Carnal Wiſdom ; yet- ſuch there | fac] 
- - are, andthey are thoſe whoout of fear forr 
Change are unwilling to ſeem Zealousand | Gt 
ePour in that which 1s condemned ba 
$ great Party of Men \, eſpecially if the] 
-  Þc not unlike to be uppermoſt, and! 
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when they can ſtand as fair for Prefer- 


ment in the preſent ſtate of things, induch 
kind of indevotion as the moſt zealous ; 
there may be many temptations of this 
kind among a People conlilting of Parries, 
that bear an equal or near an equal Ba- 
lance, and therefore the Conſideration 1s 
not fo be deſpiſei. Men are apt ro think 
they may ſerve God and Mammon , (ut 
tcannot be ; *cis true we may become all 
things to all men that we may wan ſome, 
but 1n thes they rather win us ; if it may 
be called a winning, when fear that a Par- 


we own for the Worſhip of God; and 
that we ſhall never win them from their 


| that the reaſon of all mankind muſt agree 
that men may not ſerve their own Carnal 
Intereſts-to the prejudice of that Worſhip 


luch, none can approve their 1ndevout per» 
formance,for fear of being eſteemed High 
Church Men, and of loting intereſt in 


# 
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ty may prevail, makes usindevout in what. 


Errors by ſuch compliance 1s plain : for 


whereby, God is moſt eminently Served |. 
and Honoured ig the World: And whilſt -_ 
theſe men acknowledg our Liturgy to be. 


that they call the Moderate Party ; nor ; 
| Yall any of rhat Party ever be brought 


x 


p Too] . 
Way by ſuch kind ofspolitique Readen! 


And1 believe theſe men- do alſo miſtaly 
their own Intereſts, I mean evenin thing 


Temporal; for the Pious of every Pany} 


do belt like in all an hearty Zeal in theWy 


of- Worſhip they uſe, and abhor ſuchwkſ 


men as prefer their own Intereſt befors 
Gods Honour. And now if Times ſhoull 
change,ſo that a man formerly Zealousn 


the Way of the Church-of En:/and,ſhould 
ſee Caufe to uſe any other that may 


be Eſtabliſhed , I believe he would hare | 


as kind Reception among ſuch as any that 
were afraid to be eſteemed zealous for the 


Common Prayer , and they would be mon| 


apt to glory in bringing -one ſuch ro they 
way than 1n theConformity of many rem- 
porizers. And for thoſe that are hike them 


ſelves, and-in all ways of Religion make 


Gain their Godlineſs, and: onely: follow 


Chriſt-for. the Loaves and- Fiſhes, if-rhef |. 


\ happento have the Sway hey are for ſhut 
ting out as many as they can , on any! 
pretence, from ſharingin the Benefits f 


the ChurchOrder they are of, and think#hv | 


fewer the better chear , and they will-find 
ſome way or other to exclude trom prefer- 
ment thoſe that fared wellin the times that 
wereul with them, whether they were-2e# 


| 


low} 
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Jous or not , by ſuch-terms of Communi>- 


on as they ſhall very hardly comply with: 


orlaftly, if they have a Latitude beyond. 
their reach-1n that kind ,, as we muſt con- 
clude them Men of profligate Conſci- 
ences, ſoit1s ten to one but want of the- 
fear of God will betray them to ſome 
vices that will ſpoil the comforr of all 


their worldly enjoyments, and make them _ | 


leſs happy then the greateſt ſufferers for- 


Nonconfermity can be: or if Carnal Wife: | 
* dom ſhould ſo diſcern the inconfiſteney of 


ſnch vices with this worldly happineſs,as- 
onthat'account they avoid them, yetthe 


loſs of the endleſs Joys of Heaven will * : 
dete<t the tolly of ſuch ſinful indifference: of 3 


and carnal compliances. 


' » Tfear theſe kind of men will but deride-', 
' mefor allthis, and be more 
ſwaded to be truly zealous and devout* 7 
© Readers than either-the Profane or. Erro-' > 
neous, becauſe they have leſs ſenſe of the- * > 
things of another Lite and what relates" ? 
. thereunce , then either of them. Con- 


_— the later there is no queſtion, and 
of the 
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Bardly per / 


ormernot much. ; for-the cares of* 
the World and deceitfulnels of Riches, are ' © © 
before the Pleaſures of -other things, 1a 
choaking the heavenly Seed (wiz) The- 


Line 


4..." 


Io T 
Avineof Erernal Lite. For though Sew: 
ſual Pleaſures are of another Nature and 
- have other Objett; than Spiritual, andare 
_ therefore called the Pleaſures of other 
Things, and upon that account mult needs 
diſcompoſe the M-nd and make it unfit to 
conceive the Delights and Pleaſure of | 
Communion with God and his Saints in 
_ theſe Holy Exerciſes , yet becauſe we are 
many times uncapable of ſuch Pleaſures, 

E and fatiety ofr turns ro loathing, ef] pecially 
--  foratime, and helps men to ſee the vanity. | a 
- thereof; ſo that they may be diſpoſed by | t] 
| goa eanks at ſuch a time, to, turn them- | jr 
ſelves to ſeek Pleaſures always Savory and d 
'- Everlaſting. But now tneſe Lufſts of the | at 
| World (rt; zat is Covetouſnels ot Worldly. | p| 
- Riches )- as they -are-more inſatiable than | A 
'- thoſe of chTF leſh, ſo they have ſcarce a» M 
E ny. receſſes : they follow uz into our Clo- | 
5 _ ſets, and toChurch; accompany us when | 
« Sickneſs ſhuts us inco our Chambers, and. T 
even gn gur very Death-beds; and'northing. | {u 
| bur the utter deſtruction of our Faculties: | th 
cancradicate this Love of Money: Theſe | a 
” ms give us no time or compoſure far» {ar 
: . the Hearty and Zralous Service of God, F ill 
but tho our Bodies be preſent, our Minds 


being agitated with thou his a2bour the” 
oY - Wer 
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' | World,can intend nothing as they ought, 
| | *thatis done to the Honour of the Almigh- 
| | tyandtheir Souls Health. Therefore: Men 
' 4, of this Temper can very hardly be good 
\ F Readers till they be converted; and their * 
| | Converſion is fo difficult as our Saviour . - 
- | hath taught, Marth. 19. 24. that itcan = 
ſcarce be hoped ; there remains therefore, 
but this way to make them Read well, 
as to the profit of the People, That ir 
| become the- Intereſt of their Profit and 
and Worldly Advantage ſo to do, becauſe 
they can no otherways find Entertainment 
into that Office by thoſe that imploy Rea» 
ders : and this will make them Studyft, 4 
and.it may be, Do it as well to the Peos' * 
' ples Edification (though not to their own 4 
—_ with God, as the moſt Pious %7 
N.. x -* 
But on: what Account foever it 15 that 
Men Read well , my humble requelt is, 
That thoſe who Imploy Readers, will be- 
lure they do ſo before they Admit them to) Þþ 
the Place, and not ſuffer themſelves by: .. 
any Importunity , Intereſt , Relation, or; 
+ any other thing, to bedrawn to Accept an; 
ll Reader, ro the diſhonour of this Service; * 
whereby we Glorify God, and in which: |. * 2? 
weenjoy the Higheſt and moſt Heavenly. 7 
Delights 


” tothe good Ocders of our Church, whit 


= >Service of the Charch in their own Per- 


" tl 
= : + LR, 


W__— | 
Delights:in our own Minds and Spiritsal #1 
-Bur for /all this, I cannot expect that} ft 
Auch ſhould be obtained among thoſe tha. 
'offer themſelves tor Readers, as will not | 
need the Intrution, Igcouragement,; 
and good Examples of the: Miniſters 'to# 
which they b-long: And therefore my 
humble req.te!t icato chem is farther, That, 
their greateit D:gaities, Riches, or pre. 
tence of Buſinels or Bodily [nficmuty, or- 
their reſerving- themſelves for long and Jun 
earne!t Preaching (which | fear, Gad will Þ Pr: 
nor blels, when ſer up to the contempt of | ow 
the Prayers) may nat hinder them from. | Cy 
Reading-ſmerimzs themſelves, ——_ "a 
+ 1d 
” they are many ways obliged -to obſerye; | bo 
-- and the more,for. thgr rhey* receive a large 
ſhare of the Dignirtes and Benehits thereol, K 
but that once a .M>ath art the leaſt, they? 
do. moſt Devoutly and Solemaly Read the 


{- fons: that thereby the Readers may lee | mc 
E , they havea great love for.the ſame, and be Þ Inf 
- Excited to do their Part the betrer inims- Þ Pr; 
ration of their Mifters.For: certainly theres Ex 
is:nothing will be o prevalent az theExamP Pe 
ple ofthoſe onwhom they haveſo great dee | Ch 
pendance(and a ſenſe that they ſhall pleaſe: Þ kn 

| and. ; F., 
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af #1d oblige them) to make Readers'more 
F ftudious and induſtrious to do their Duty. 
| Andto thisI alſo beſeech them to add one 
& thing more ,as that which will be of great 
Frail to beget a reverence and good eſteem 
of} for ourPrayers in the minds of the People, 
y F anddraw them to attend more. Conſtantly 
| and Devourly upon them ; and that 'is, 
» | That the Miniſters of the Pariſhes will 
r-| never omit ( but when conſtrained there- 
{unto ) to be themſelves preſent at the 
| Prayers, when ever they are read in' their 
f | own Churches : And allo that herein this 
n 
z 
e 


| City , where Churches are very near (in 
7 | ſome of which Prayers are read twice a 
day, and in ſome once) thart all the Neigh= 
bour Miniſters will come as often as 4 
can poſlible,to ſuch Prayers, Ir hath been 
a great grief and offence to ſome good 
Men, as Ihave heard them complain, that 
they ſee ſo few Miniſters at the daily Pray=' 
| ervat Sr, Chriſftophers 3a Church that ſtarids*- 
moſt advanrageoully,to give Exampleand; 
Influence to the City and Kingdom; where'** 
Prayers are read twice every day: andthe. _ * 
2 © Example of a devout Attendance and-good 
« Þ Performance of Eminent Miniſters of our 
+ | Church in that Place , would for ought FE 
4 know , Influence the whole Nation unto a- 


4 greater 


# 
3 


4 
£2 


greater Reverence for the Publick-Wars 
ſhip according to this Order. Othersl} yy 
have heard complain of the Miniſters re | gey 
tiring into the Veſtry all the time of Du | gr 
vine Service, as tt they came to Church | y@t 
to Study and not to Worſhip , and wen 4nd 
not as much concerned in the Common] not 
Prayers of the Church as the people. 1] tha 
know not what their plea may be im the} ha; 

' Caſe, but I have not been able by my own go 
wit to excuſe them to thoſe that haye| my 
blamed them for it: But the worlt comp | bu 
plaint of all hath been againſt ſome, who | thi 
will {it in a Coffee Houſe before a LeQure, | an, 
till Prayers be almoſt done , and ratheriet | gil 
” their Company be wanting tothe Solemny | C; 
 . ty of God's Holy Worſhip, than leave a | th 
I Pipe of Tobacco before it be ſmoak dow, 
or not take their uſual Doſe of Tea or | 
Coffee :I confeſs I have been much troubledy} w 
ta hear of it, and am more ſo ro mention 
it, eſpecially rhus publickly, it the thing in 
Were not notorious, and in no way that | 
> »know of, I can aſlill the Reformation of it | ar 
 fawellasinthis, whichIhopewill plead | « 
&: 

P 

\ 

[ 


my excuſe with all good Men. | 
Iknow Miniſters may be many ways hith | 

I dred ſometimes , from attendance art.daily | 

| Prayers, andIam againſt thoſe that _ 

1 cenſor- Þ 


th 
ly 
ſq 
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cenforzous in imputing their omiſſion to if 
cauſes; no man defires to preſerve a greater 
Reyerence and Reſpect tor the Clergy of 
our Church than my ſelf, bur yer 1 cans» 
not excuſe them wholly in this matter , 
and therefore I humbly beg that x: may 
not be reckoned any ſign of diſ-reſpect 
thar in my Zeal for the Service of God 1 
have proceeded thus far,{ince I believe the - 
good or jll State of this Church depends 
much on the Eſteem or Contempt that is 
bed of its Publick Service of God, and 
the Good Order appointed for the ſame, 
and the Love and Reverence of the Mis- 
niſters towards it , or their Negle& or 


| Contempr of it, will very much influence + 2 


the Minds of the People. | oO 
I have but one thing more ro beg of 


Ir 
4 
5, 
f | them, which I muſt crave leave to preſs 
i with ſome earneſtneſs: whichisthis, 
Ni 
it 
id 


That, in their Sermons they frequently 


and that they prove to their People, ,T hat 
t 13 not only poſlible , but much more . 
alie, to þe devout in the uſe of Forms of 


'þ Prayer , than in the Ex tempore Way : 


| Methinks when Papiſts out of a Malicious 


0 | Defign to dzvideus,that they may deſtroy 


us, 


nculcate the Duty of being conſtant and 
+] devout inattending the Common Prayer, 3 


En. ever delivered, tho they may make Men 
# ++ admired and followed, and rhat by wen 
= offeveral Perſwaſions, yet they will not 
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us, and Separariſtsfrom Miſtakes ob Sc; 
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ptureand Experience, cry up the waydf,,. 


Ex tempcre Prayer in oppoſition .to the]: 
Publick Liturgy, and to the diftraQt 
mens minds and dividing the Church h 
ſay , ſurely then the Miniſters of owt ; 
Church ſhould nor think themſelves un, 
concerne.] about the Eſteem their .Peopk|,.; 
have thereof , and their Devotion in the]; 
uſe of it. Bur ſince they that are agaial]; 
us on both ſides, are ſo earneſt in defend]; 
ing their own ways and reproaching us, 
the Miniſters ſhould not be remiſs in coun- 
ter-working ſuch ill deſigns by the molt 
Rational and Convincing Pacng BY 
ed with Fervency and Importunity of Per 
- ſwaſton. | | 
And here I muſt firſt obſerve , That 
general Exhortations to Piety and Holr 
neſs, how Excellently and Paſſionately 6 


have the good effeCt they ſhould, 4f mem. 
minds be corrupted with falſe Notions, 
eſpecially about -the exercifing- and et 


reſfing of Piety and Holineſs : But as thypyr; 
| Food may do Men hurt by reaſon a, 


l Humors in the Stomach ; ſo may ſud | 


g 


; Ed Doctrine Ty ws 1 Princi olts in 
| the Underſtanding. Such as think the beſt 
"| vay to be holy 1s to Conſecrate themſelves 
u]:;nthe Blood of Heretiques,or of ſuch as will 
i not let Chriſt rule over them. ( as the 
Levites were by Moſes commanded to 
a] Conſecrate themſelves , every Man ON « b 
ut; Son and on his Brother that had com- 
ple mitted Idolatry in worſhipping the Calf) 
the ind ſuch as think the way of holinels lies 
alſ;" diſtinction of Words and Phraſe, and 
|: their Garb and Garments, ' or in ſtric}- 
F, [nfs in ſome Indifferent and Apocriphal 
1 Obſervances nat injoined by God northe 
ol Church : Nay, if they think 1t lies in be- 
Fl ing above Ordinances and 'rejeCting both 
> Sacraments, inrailing at Gods Miniſters 
and cenſuring all their Neighbours that are 
WM nt of their Set , counting vs all Igno- 
I ramus's and Perſecutors, or, ( which is 
moſt my SubjeCt)in condemning all Forms 
en 
of 
n 


of Prayer,and all Superiority among Mis 2 
niſters as Popiſh andAnti-chriſtian,and ap= » #3 
plauding Independency as the only Scri= *# 
{ ptural Church Government, afd the Ex 
| temporeWay as th eonely AcceptableMode 
© | of Worſhip (and that in publick as well as 
TÞprivate) 1 ay, all theſe and whatever.o- 
ther of like kinds ( of which there are , 
abound- 


Fa heres 


= 
3 * » 


abaundance .in the World ) when the 
hear the moſt Powerful and Paſſionats 
Exhortations to'Piety in general terny, 


they make the Application to Zealin ther] « 


own Way : Wherefore | think thoſe Ms 
niſters that do truly believe that a Sincere 
and Diligenr Improvement of the Orde 
of our Church to the Excerciſe of the mol 
Fervent Devotion towards God, andmof 
Aﬀectionate Communion of Saints in Hy 


ly Worſhip, and to the Sanctification | 


our Hearts and Lives,is the True Way d 


Piety and Holineſs, and to be preferr(] 
before all other Ways wherein Men pride] 
themſelves : I fay , thoſe Miniſters that} 


believe this ( asall of the Church of Emp 
land and eſpecially thoſe that are Interelt 
 edin its Government, I hope wall do) 
ſhould not think it enough ro preach uy 
* Piery in general, but make ſuch particula 
Application to a Devout and Conſtant a 


tendance on the Common Prayer as maſ] 


prevent the abuſe of their Sermons 1 
men of ill Principles, and make them m 
ſerviceable to the Honour ef God and 
Peace and Wellfare of this Church. 

If we Obſerve the Sermons and Book 
of the Nonconformuſts on this Subject, t 
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will appear that all cheirDiſcourſeso. ho 
| ale 
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have always a ſecret (and very frequently 

an open) Relation to the Exerciſe thereof, 

in therr own way , and very bad Reflei- 

ons on ours ( as being bur a kind of pa- 

geantry and oſtentation of Devotion, and 

meer formality and outſide ) without that 

life and power which makes it acceptable 

to God, and an evidence thar we are 

truly Regenerate and his Ele People, 

and this 1s that which confirms their Di- 

fciples in their own way, and hinders them' 
from ſo much as trying ours. And ſhall 

the Miniſters of our Church be out-done 

"by theſe they account Schiſtnaticks : Doth 

"not the: Orders and Solomnity of the 

Church deſerve as much zeal :s the novel 
ways cried up with them ? Is not the Ho- 
nur of God and Salvation of Mens Souls 

as much concerned in being devout in 
our way as in theirs ? Why ſhould not 
apreat love to the Common Prayer , a 

a defire to attend conftanly on the Otfhce 
thereof in publick places, be as good a 
{izn of true Grace as the love of Extempore 
Prayer in private,or a delight in going fre- 
quently to private Meetings,and the negle&t 
pot Gods Worſhip in our way ( cfpecially 
by thoſe that profeſs to approve the Order 
we have for it) be counted a fign of 


the 
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thedeadly ſtate of carnal mindedneſ and} P® 
unregenerateneſs, from which men muſt} 
be converted, except they will be damned hd 
as well as the negleCt thereof in their wy|® 
(even though men do not approveit, and| '* 
be pious in ways that differ trom theifs,)| ®\ 
All men know that no Way or Mode &e wh 
Religion 18 ſo good that men ſhould he W 
thought god Chriſtians meerly for be the 
ing Educated therein , and Profeffing t 
approve the ſame : but their ' Education| 
and Profeſſion will aggravate their fin} 2s 
they be not ſeriousin that Way of Relige | 2! 
on,* and ſo will the Excellency and Good | 9 
neſs thereof: And ſhould not the Mins|®* 
ſers of God, that have care of Mens Soul þ 92! 
who mult bear the blame for ever it Gad ke 
bediſhonoured, or Souls damned chrough} 
their default ; ſhould not they Conſider Pap 
this , and perſwade men to a greater low ®2 
to God and ro his Worſhip in the Way d thei 
This Church ? And to Order their Col ye 
- Cerns with Relation thereunto,fo that on 22h 
may approve themſelves truly Convened |: 
and ſuch as ſhall be Saved. ? T'is Serioub n 
neſs in Religion that ſpeaks Men true Chir 4 
ſtians , and this j»ined. with Conſtant At lv, 
tendancy on Religious Duties ( whichishe] 
Fruit thereof) is their ſecurity againſt {| 
| poſtacyy + 


= * 


q{ poſtacy of all kinds, and I mult ſay this y 
4| that however there may be, andI am con- 
| dent are, ſome of all the different Ways 
. of Religious Worſhip that are truly. Con- 
4| verted and ſhall be Saved; ta none that I 
;) have known are better Chriſtians then they 
| who are Serious and truly Devout in the 
| Way of the Church of England: Iknow 
[there are many Hypocrites that ſeem ſo 
j andare not, amongſt us 2s well as others, 
q | but 1 ſpeak of the Sincere. And 1f it be 
#16, fire Miniſters ſhould think it theis 
o Glory and Joy when they can bring men 
4|from a Carnal and Unregenerate State, 
1» [othat which is truly Spiritual and: Gras 
1; | cous. It hath been ſome grief to, me ta 
x {ec that Miniſters on both extreamsſhquld 
"i out-ds ours in this matter ; thoſe ofthe 
I Papiſts ſeem to exult, not only whenU .-.> 
wel an bring one of our Religion overite 
{| fieir Church, but when any of their gwn 
rom a Worldly Secular Life ,. ta 
\ | hat which they call Rcligious and Spis 
ntual :. And the Separatiſts not onely pre» 
tend to leave us upon the acccunt of fore 
in {king the World and devoting thems 
4 | Flvesta God , but to ſer up their Meets, 
the] ®g5.0n purpoſe to call. others toa, mpre 
x. |Pmitual Lite in, communion with them, 
Cf ' H and 
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and 'rejoice greatly in their ſucceſs there-| 


m ; 'and 1n nothing do they more glory 
over us than in out-doing us in Serjouſ 
nefs and Intention in the Matters of Rel. 
gion , And ſhould we give them cauſe 
to do ? | 

It ſeems ta me, in very deed, there 
too great cauſe of the ſame Complaintin 
Chriſtian States (where Men are Chriſt. 
ans by their Birth-right) as was in that of 
the Jews under the Law , That there 
none that underſtandeth and /ceketh afia 
God , and much more then was in the 
poſtles times (where men choſe Chriſfz 
nity though accompanied with reproachg 
and perſecutions) when yet it is ſaid, That 
all minded their own things, and notthe 


Eflvnour of God and our Saviour, 1snot fo 
ear to men as their Secular Advantages 
Men do not believe or conſider thatiit is 
neceflity to their Salvation 'to love God 
above all , to-do -all that ever they 
with'a greaterrrelation to his Honour than 
_ to their own Carnal Advantages ; and 
rhatthe careleſs in negle& of theſe Haly 
Offices, when they might order it fo 
:fo bave time to attend them, gives pu 
not 


duſpicion they live to theiaſelves and 
i 


tigs of Jeſus Chriſt: The Worſhip and | 


$32 
|. roGod , andare yet but Carnally Minded 
and in a State of Spiritual Death. Mes 
| thinks therefore, thoſe who have Care of 
- | Mens Souls ſhould be Jealous over them, 
| leſt that all their Labour ſhould be 1n vain, 
whilſt men continue thus under their Mi- 
$| miſtry, and be in Travel as Women with 
2 | Child, for their Regeneration. ? Tis cer- 
-| ainly 2 woful ſign when Miniſters have 
no greater Concern than to get Money and 
| to make the beſt of his Living , and little 
regard whether his People be pious ofr 
profane: God complains heavily of this 
* | in many places of Scripture. And it were 
afie to declaim againſt it in many words 
x 1t were not ſufficiently done by others, « 7 
and alſo ſo evident in it ſelf, that no dll © 
L | miſter that will byt think on't, can 
norant of the great ſinfulneſs of ſul 
Temper; and that as the Wrath of G 


a % 


and mulfiplied Curſes of Souls damned® - 
'| by their neglect, await them in the World | 
come , fo they are the grief of good 
men, and the ſcorn of bad ones 1n this 
World. They cannot but know that it is 
they: that make Men Separatiſts, while 
to Man that bath any Concern for his 
doul, can indure to live under a Miniſter 
(bat regards the Souls of his People nor 
| | "0 half 


m 'L HOW 

'half ſo much -as. he doth the Life of his 

Beaſts : And I wonder they can blame any 

Man tor: endeavouring their ſuſpenſion, 

ſince they can be on true Chriſtians, wha | © 

had rather ſee ſo many Souls damned, a 2 

may be in danger of it by ſuch mens neg- nl 

lect, then thar they ſhould be diſpleaſed 

by- a Juſt Suſpenfion that a better may P 
th 
Int 
an 


take their Place. For my part I with all | 
Pariſhioners were convinced of their Duty | : 
in thi kind,and would endeavour all that | 
1s poſſible in juſt ways, to remove. ſuch ad 
Miniſters: And thoſe that are molt offended 
at this, ſhould labour in this before they | 
think of ſeparating from the Church, and 
- -thoſe that have not thought of this, which, 
- -Waghe right way to eaſe their grief, but [*,,. 
ko the wrong way,of Separation; 
m now return at theearneſt Invite | 
ON of this Church by her beft Miniſter | |y,.. 
*and when they have reſolved to do the} (5 
Duty to God., to the'Church and that 
Miniſters, according as the Law requirs,} 
let them in'Guds Name, ſee that their Me | | 
niſters do theirs too , in taking careot ile] , 
'Souk of their People , and performing] : 
what the Law. of God and the Chud| 
requires of them ; and if by: bumblelr | p,. 
4reaties , and a pious Example a0] (N loo 
| F Irene: 
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Attendance for their Reformation}, they: 
cannor prevail with them ,. they ought: 
tocomplain to the Biſhop of the Diocelles ,. 
to endeavour their Suſpenſion, and thar 
more Faithful ones may be Intruſted with 
the Cure of their Souls: And-it ſeems a. 
great Argument to-perſwade all Noncon- 
formiſts that are truly Pious to return to- 
the Communion of our Church , and to 
indeavour to approve themſelves Devour- 
and P:ous in the Othces of Gods Worſhip. 
aqminiſtred therein, that by ſo doing they 
may be greatly helpful to he Reformation . 
of things anuſs, to the incouraging-the-- 
good and removing unworthy Miniflers, - 
tothe honour of our Religion , and- Sal- * | 
vation of mens, Souls: And I behevedlite 
be many Pious Biſhops in this Chug 
would be glad to have fuch jult pn 
the miſdemeanors and neglects of the 
Clergy, as might inable them to remove. 
luch-as deſerve it, and put into Imploy-.. 
ment thoſe that are able and willing to do 
beter, and there are many ſuch ro 'my 
| knowledge, who can have no Imployment 
inthe Church', while theſe 'naughty Per- 
ſons by the favour of cateleſs and profane- 
Patrons , get into good Lavings : 'And TI - 
look on it as none of the leaſtmiſchieſsof 


H.z3, _Sepa- 
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Separation, that thereby thoſe rhat ſhould 
be Inſtruments of : Reforming rhe Paro- 
chial Churches by Exaniple, Admonition, 
and. Aſſiſting the Exerciſe of Diſcipline, 
( which cannot take place through the 
; prevalency of prophaneſs,and majority of 
evil men)forſake them.and kave Miniſten 


and People to periſh together, at leaſt for 


any thing they will do to help them. ?Ti: | 
not — for ſuch to rail againſt ill Mi»: |. 


niſters and corrupt Communiens ; forif it. 
be found tha through their unjuſt fog 

faking the Church to join in Separate Sos! 
cieties , 1t comes to paſs that evil men 
cann2t be expelPd as they ought, their: 

profeſſed dereſtation of ſuch will not exs;, 
culgthem, but aggravares their guilt: But 
yect hach been ſufficjently Handled 

5p bs, | onely thought firro mention 

it atins S=aſon. 

Bur as | have thus expreſſed my D-ſlike 
of thoſe Miniſters that are Neghgentina 
Charge of ſugh Infinite and Erernal, Con- | 
cernment; ſo [ cannot but declare ' mp 
great Reſpett for ſuch as are Diligent and. 
Fairhfal : and many ſuch there are Gad be 
thanked, iathe City and Ringdom, how: 
ever ſomz Nonconformiſts have reported 
them. ſo few that they are ne xt to none. 
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And Ido heartily congratulate the haps 
py ſucceſs. of ſuch Miniſters ; ſuch , whe 
in Conſcience of-their Afſent and Conſent 
tothe Orders of this Church', have taken - 
upon them the conſtant daily Reading | 
- the Common Prayer in their Pariſh 
Churches , and thatdo frequently Admi- 
niſter the — ae Supper therein; that ds 
_ not make the backwardneſs of their People - 
. to come to Prayers and the Sacrament, a 
pretence for their own neglet (when . 
they never tried how forward they would . 
beaf they had opportunity.and good in- 
ſtrution )+ but ſet themalelves to do their 
part(in waiting on theMiniftries to which. 
.| they are called)andtaperſwade the People + 

todo theirs, and to - begg- Gods Bleiiim 

on their endeavours : In this wa 
have found ſucceſs beyond their expe. 
tion, the numbers of thoſe that have at-- 
tended the Prayers and Sacrament being 
much greater than what ſlothful Maniſters 
| do ordinarily: ſuggeſt ro be likely-.; and . 
their own comfort and ſatisfaQtion in per--. 
| forming their Duty , and their delight ir: | 
the good Succeſs of it, being, fas beyond -: 
that of the negligent in their carnal eaſe 
and ſenſual pleaſures. And I have .great. 
hopes that if other Miniſters would fols 

| H 4 _ 
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tow their good Example (eſpecially at « 
time) wu would be a means to reſtore' the 
Unity , Peace and Glory , of this Famay 
- Church; and to prevent the Confuſion 

and Troubles we are afraid of, and t 
eſtabliſh us on ſuch ſure F oundarions, that 
the Gates of Hell , the Subtileſt Counſe 
ob the Jeſiurs , and ps all forty 


of 'F' anariques, ſhall nor be ableto deſtich. 


us; or alter the Excellent Conſtitution 6f 
this well ſettled Church.' And T miſt 
humbly beſeech thoſe Minifters , that by 
rheir Pious and Unblamable Lives - 
Excellent Preaching , have abtai: 
. great Repurarion among the People, and 
a potent Intereft 1 in their Aﬀections'; that 
hepowill now ſhew themſelves hearty 
Fn: ro this Church , and be very De- 
yourand Serious in Performing the Offices 
of God's Publick Worſhip according to 
the Preſcription thereof ,- and Zealons m 
perſwading the People to attend the fame, 
that now the inforcement of the Laws 
brings many Diſſenters to Church , who 
formerly never came there , we may they 
them the'praftice of our Publick Devo 
tion im its own Beauty and Excellency, 
ind'this would be more effeCtual ro” their 


through Converſion to the Union and þ 
Com- 


— ne, 
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Communian of our ChHurch'then any Di- 
ſpures or elaborate Diſcourſes. And I al- 
fo beſeech thoſe Minifters that are -moſt 
Srict Obſervers of the External Pzrr of 
the Rubrick, and moſt Zealous Aﬀertors 
of the Lawfulnefs: and Excell@cy'of all 
things 19 our Church Order', that they 
witl alſo flew themſelves as 'Zexlous Pra+ 
Afers of the Internal Part:, <:z. Of that © 
Devorion that 1s agreeable thereunco; #rd 


| lead a Life in other things that may adorn 


the Order of this Church, 4nd' ature Dif: 
ſenters into the Communionthereof':' And 
I believe this would do'rinch more good 


| than reproaching them with thetr former 
1] Miſcarriages,and purting a harſh interpre= | 


tation on their preſent Comphlances ; than 
exulting in; rhe execution'of the * Ea, 
and uſingbitter inveves in Sermtor 
or Difcourſes,againft them. ' I wonld'nor - 
be thought to dilcourage any in what us 
truly their Duty, or to oppoſe the Deſign 
of our Governours in their prefent n+ 
forcement of the Laws of the Land: 
3 I believe , rhey deſign onely the 
bringing the Nonconformmts'to a ſober 
and ſerious Conſideration of their Duty , 
and'a fairhful and impartial Enquiry after 


 Sa:tsfaction in ſuck rhings as they ſcraple: 
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That "e may all Unite in the Solemy 


Worſhip of that God who is pleaſed whe 
his Houſe is filled , and bids that men he 
conſtrained to. come in. That we my 
Live in Chriſtian Charity and keep the 
Bond of. Reace Cnow much looſened hy 


our different Orders and diſtinct Comny; 


nions, )'That.we may Join together to Op: 
poſe the Poptſh. Deſigns (which are mug 


turghered by our Diviſions.) Finally, Thy 


we may, provoke one another to. Love, 
Honour, and.Obey our Superiours, andty 
Incourage their Government by. moſt rex: 
dy and free Aſi ſtance ; and may lay aſide 
all unjuſt,ſuſpicious and froward oppolit 
ons,whereby they may be provoked: tha 


that ſo at laſt there, may be no. other ſtrike, 


bat whether the Prudence and Sweench 


Reverence of our Obedience, ſhall beth 
greater. | 
And although, the Penalties -which 
the Laws. inflict. on Diflenters ſeem {& 
vere, Yet ſince the. Executian thers 
_ of is committed to. a moſt Merciful Prince, 
furniſhed with.the Advice and Counſeld 
moſt Pious,, Prudent and Moderate Br 
ſhops, and by his Prerogative Royal he 
may make ſuch Relixarions and Modery 
us 


. of their Government, or the Humility and 


-_ 
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tions therein as the Circumſtancesof Per- 
ſons and Things require ,. I cannot think 
itmy duty or any mans elſe, to diſcourage 
any man ( eſpecially the Miniſters, as 
now oblidged ) in preſenting ſuch as do 
not Communicate in our Publick Wor- 
ſhip , eſpecially in the Bleſſed Sacrament. 
AndI cannot bur obſerve this in our Ex: 
cellent Conſtitution, That as the Severt=-- 
ty of the Laws againſt thoſe thar FaGti- 
ouſly Diflent from the Publick Order, 
and affront the Wiſdom of Law-makers, 
by ſetting up their Self-choſen Ways 
apainſt that they preſcribe: I ſay , .as\thys, 
doth ſecure the Peace of the Kingdom as 
well as it can be; ſo-their allowing tothe 
King his Prerogative Royal and Supreany : 
Headſhip in, Eecleſtaſtical Aﬀairs, . pro— 
vides better for what 'Taleration i 
nivance is needful towards . Peaccal'+> 
Conſciencious Difſentors,than: any of: the . 
Models in. which ſome men have. taken. fo» ' 
great pains to direct. the. Parliament what... 
Laws to make : but all this onthe by... .. '» | 
I know ſome will. think me,over Zea» - 
lous, and that it were þetter.to ,encou- 
rage Miniſters: in their Compliance with. 
the Nonconformiſts ; their Connivance at» 
the r Meetings andtheir-breach Y Ogeſe 
y ang. .4 
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andnegleCt of their Duty in cominy ty 
the Sacrament ; in pleaſing them by omit. 
ing many things , &c. Bur. although! 
honour Piety in all, and would pleaſe 
Neighbour for his good. to Edification, 
yet Ido not think we are bound to remit 
any thing of our Duty to God and our 
Governours for that Reaſon ;.neither tp] 
think thar Edification lies. im being hu. 
mored in that kind, I am ſure the Peace df 
the Churcftdoth not: Hear what Mr.Bax: 
ver: writes on this Subject, and I doubt not 
twill be better taken from. himthan fram, 
me. Cure pap: 392. RR: py \ 
' {The Paſtors. who will. preferve'the 
* Churches myFnot-be ſo tender 'of 'pre- 


” 


© ſerving their Intereſt in. the Religious, | 


*© Perſons of their Charge (fuch as Pariſh. 
*'oners to. their own Miniſters ). as to de.. 1 
*. part from. Sober Principles and Ways, 
*;(ſuck/asthoſe inthe Church of Enzlind 
*arein-our Jadgments)to pleaſe them, 
and a little farther, © "This pleaſing me 
<« 1s not the Way. of .Peace, it may prope. | 
*2Palliate Cure for the preſent , but pre+ 
« parerh for after, Troubles and Confu-. 


” 


<fjons.—— for the weakneſs whichcri 


: 7 { 3! , 3 
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< one Error, to day may cry up mare to, 
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« miorrow (and”as ſo jn crying down. 


= 


one. 
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1 and his Church : God looks. we ſhould be 
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one thing in our Service) and if you- 
© will pleaſe them, then you muſt follow 
Trhem, except you repent ; and then you 
&* might at much cheaper rates have for- 
*ſook them Juft where they forſook® the 
« Way of Truth and Peace ( ſuch is the ob- 
ſervarice of the Order of our Church.) 

For though Mens Humours, and Cor- 
rupt AﬀeCtious , and Erroneous Conceits. 
may be gratified hereby ; Yet their Reaſon. 
and Conſcience is not: Wherl men conſt- 
der it ſeriouſly , that the Miniſter doth a». 
gainſt the Laws and Orders made witt 

reateſt Advice of Church and State ; a= 
gainſt the Pablick and -Solemn Declaration: 
of his Afſent thereunto , and Conſent to, 


| Praftiſe accordingly ; againſt his Solemn . 


Promiſe at his Ordination , and alſo by: 
Subſcriptions ; and againſt rhe Unity and": 
Peace of the Church: 1 ſay , when they 
Qnlider this, they cannot 1n.their Reaſon. 
and Confeience approve the Omiſlions , 
Alterations or Additions which ſome take: 


| liberty to make in the Matters of God's; 


Worſhip preſcribed by the Rubrick.. For, 
the violation of ſuch Obligations in Sacred 
Things ( tho ſtemingly ſmall; carrits in 
it the appearance of contempt of God 


Juſt 
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Jaft and -Faithh1l to our Promiſes-in ſmalb 
things as. well as great, and if. it were 
lawful for them to Promiſe, it is neceſlary, 
for them to be careful to Perform : Its 
nat haſte of Buſineſs or any kind of a+ 
vocation (that can .otherviſe be ſuppl. 
ed ) that can excuſe the curtailing of the 
Service; nathing .but what a Man may 
juſtly think the Church would have al- 


lowed for an excuſe if ſhe had fore-ſeenir, 


or. in equty would diſpenſe with her 
Laws for, can diſcharge the Conſcience 
from the Obligation of this Promiſe at 
any time, Therefore if any one to pleaſe 
his own private fancy,or to gratify others, 
leaves out. or puts ingor alters any thing of 
the Service, I cannot think bur he-ſinsa 
gainſt God, and I am.ſure he givesoffeace 
to many that havea Reverence for the Oc 
ders of the Church , and ſcandal tothoſe 
that have not ; and incourages: others tg, 
reject and diſobey themin greater keg 
But that which is worſt of. all', is-, that 
it- divides the Miniſtry and. the Church: 
Some are counted Moderate Men and 
Friends to Nonconformiſtsand Diflentorg, 


' whilſt other ,. har believe theſe tobe Schiſe- | 


matiques, and the Church to haye given, 
them no cauſe: of diſpleaſure , and there-. 
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fore ſtrictly obſerve the Orders of the. 
Church , and ſeek to bring the Difſentors 
toRepentance andareturn to their Duty, 
they are branded as Popiſhly Aﬀected, Per-. 
ſecutors and High Church Men, are many, 
ways rendred contemptible to the Vulgar.. 


Þ ſeems to me a thing much to be defired,. 


that Miniſters would agree to be Uniform . 
in their Practice in theſe Matters ; and, 
that they would all thronghly ſtudy the. 
Rubrick, and agree together in what caſes 
they may. be excuſed from the ſtrict obs, 
{&rvances. of ſuch things which many cone, 
ſtantly omit and others very. often , and 
ler the People know it, that we. may not. 
think 1t proceeds from condemning them, 
ſe;ves of doing amiſs in. their promiſes to, 
obſerve alland every thing,from differences 
of Judgment about the lawfulneſs of ſuch. 
Things, or the contempzof Ppbiick Or-,- 
der ; andin what caſes we may..expect it, 
and in what not: And I think if the Mis 
niſters of. the Cities did begin this Agree- 
ment, it. might give great Satisfaction and 
good Example to the Country. I have; 
heard ſome.Country Miniſters (thar are for 
Strict Obedience) complain of the de- 
feats of ſome Eminent Perſons in this Cyy , 
this matter of following the DireCtions. 

ot 


> C0) 
of theRubrick, andthar they have found 
by Diſcourſe with then, that-it hath 'beeg 


eauled through ignorance thereof, thatthey 


had never throughly Read ir. Certainly 


this 1s a great reproach,and ſhould be con« 
ſidered ; and fince the chief ſtrength of 
this Chureh conſiſts in the reſpect which: 


i5 given by its Miniſters (eſpecially thofe 
thar ſhould be Examples to the reſt) to 
the Rules and Orders thereof, and their 


Uniry and good Agreement in obſerving. 


the ſame ;:1 hope this Advice will not be 
deſpiſed , and T am ſure this will make 


much for the Agreement of the People, 


who are' much diſtrafted and divided by 


the different PraCtices . ( as well as Judge-. 


ments) of the Conforming Miniſters, 


and would be more difpoſed to ſeek a ge-- | 


neral Satisfathon in all things that cone. 
cern their duty in conforming to the Or- 
ders of. the Church ,' if- their Scruples 
wefe not too much Juſtihed by theſe Irre- 
gularities; and they would be a thouſand 
times more like to be Reformed and 
brouphr into good Order by the Mzthods 
preſcribed 'by the Laws of Church and 
State, if they had not-this to fay for 
themſelves, That, thoſe who Profecute 


them for breaking the Laws, —_ 
il 


, 
x 
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Ittle Conſcience of keeping them thengs 
ſelves, or ſuffer others (that profeſs te be- 


heve all things good and lawful that are 


ordered) to walk diſorderly, not obſery+ 
ing the Law , but through breaking it,to 
diſhonour the Wiſdom of Church ang 
Stateas much as they do : whereas thi 

obey not, becauſe they fear to liſhonol 
God and offend againſt the DiCtates of 
their own Conſciences, and would ſwear 
( as Thave heard many fay ) that it 1s not 
to ſerve'any Intereſt, but out of pure 
Conſcience they Conform not (although 
1 fear, they have not uſed due ways of 
Satisfaction. )' Now it is mighty hard' tb 
give them a Reaſon why ſuch Men ſhould 
be indulged in their diſobedience , and 
they puniſhed. I cenfeſs could we fay 


' that theſe Men proſecute the End of the 


Law , which is the Edification of the 
Church , and the Peace and Profperity'of 
the State , and Unity and Charity. ineach 
Mans Pariſh ; in which Caſes ſome things 
at fome times , may” be diſpericed' with; 
(and a man may be ſure the Law-makers 
meant they ſhould:* Y or could we ff it» 
were like to wir the Scrupulous Diftef- 
tors,that theſe men paſFover many- things 
that the Church injoyns, and do _ we 
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allogs not for their, ſakes ; we might 


. 


lay, fomew hart; xo purpoſe to ſilence thy 
camplaint , bit jr is hard to prove eithep 

' (when ſo. many Worthy Perſons of thy 
Church have written ſo much to the can; | 
trary, and Twenty Years Experience dif 
F ores tg perctore the beſt way to bring [ard 
I -Nonconfoqmiſts.ro Reverence and Obey 
| =: -the Publick Order, and to promote Peacg [n 
| +, -Amity and Edification , is , For thele|gr 
} 3. -that are called Conformidable Miniſtersy]thoſe 
=... .totake care moſt ſtrictly to obſerve the[Offic 
- ;,fame Publick Order themſelves and ts[Serv: 
| have frequent Conferences Perſorlhi|the ( 
by Letters , for the effeCting a general Arſtend: 


LN » 


Breetnent ; arming themſelves rherem#{Deac 
And I moſt humbly beſeech the moſt Re by tt 
,verend the Arch-Biſhops , and Right ReJdoub 
verend Biſhops of this Church , to taktgwoul 
the Marter into their Serious ThoughtszJfrm 
and Conſider what Concern they hargÞbea 
herein , ſince the different uſages of MeJDevc 
niters in Cathedrals and in Preſence of theJof th 
Biſhop, himſelf , gives great offence whcoul 
fome that hold the fore-mentioned ObieJand I 
gation of the Laws , and toa Uniformitft 

in all things, and gives greateſt ſtrengiſthi 
to the Argument of the Difſentors again 
their _being proſecuted for not. obſervigÞiorm; 
then, 6 
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There s one 'Thing Lmaft particularly as 
| mention on this occaſion ,"W: uth. the A 2 


= 
8 


|hrick moſt plainly orders , *buc is omitted 
een in moſt Cathedrals , ( viz.) The 


| 
[Adminiſtring the Sacrament every -Sun- 
[tay , atthe leaſt in Cathedral Churches , 
[2rd I mention it, becauſe I believe the due 
[performance thereof , and the prepara- 
\ [tions requiſite to the ſame, would be a 
tlgrear means to reform the Manners of 
}[thoſe that officiate in Choirs, and the 
elOfficers belonging thereunto, and of the. 
viServants of the Biſhops and the Chief of 
d{the Clergy, who ought frequently to at» 
tendche rhe ſame(as well as the Prieſts and 
Deacons) and may be ealily brought to u- 
> [by the Authority of their Maſters (and no 
+ 1doubt many Devout Perſons in the Ciy 
ewould come alſo) and this Solemnuy,per- 
Formed as it ought, I verily believe would 
pbea means to reſtore much of the Primutiye 
Devotions; which the Hy” and Diſputes 
efof the lare Times of TiBErty and Licen- 
pIcouſneſs had almoſt utterly extinguiſhed ;, 
eJand I believe alſo that the Zeal and Devo- 
Fſtion of the Biſhops and chief} Miniſters of 
aitius Church, in thus promoringyn 
EEDevotion , and ind eavouring fuch a Re-, 
formation in the Pl ace of their —_— 
. 


" andamong the Officers that depend maff talk 
on them, would mightily cenvince th G9 
Diflentors of their Sincerity in Religion] baY 
and ſilence their ſcandalous renal h 

them, and induce a greater Revereng] 4" 
and ReſpeCt towards them among all th] Mt 
People. And Iam apt to think the wolul| Lig 
Contempt that is caſt on the Clergy by] Ble: 
the generality of the People, 1s permitted] 10 
by Allmighty God as z puniſhment for th] ſev 
ſo great negleCt of his moſt Solemn Chr] can 
ſian Office in that Place which ſhould be the 
an Example to all others, and.would haye tall 
4 great Influence on them. - "Ya B-.1 


 TConclude ths Diſcourſe with my bianty to | 
Prayer ro Allmi;hty God that he will indut hee 
hs Miniſters with Ri hteouf1cſ;, and mals} W 
bis Choſen People Torful. 


pO CEE I I 


I ſhall now add to the People as Ld] *? 
* tothe Miniſters, n earneſt Exhortation, 
That they will ſcriorſly conſider, this Mate H 


fer , and attend the performance of thin'| ©? 
Duty therein ; that I may nor loſe all my: " 


labour in;dire&ting their Behayiqur, . 


If Men*will not diſpoſe themſelves t9: be 
ſcrigus Conſideration we were as 


talk. 
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talk to men aſleep, or to thedead ; neither 


the God hath made any promiſe, or can men 
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by 
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| haveany hope that ſuch ſhall ever be in- _ 


| 
"1 
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the 
fu Lig 


w—_ wuh the knowledge of the 
"ruth, as will not open the Eyes of their 
Minds ta-receive it. The moſt Glorious 

ight of Spiritual and Eternal Life our 
Blefled Saviour ,, even he gives Light to 
none but thoſe that will awaken theme 
ſelves and ariſefrom the dead ; and what 
can it be hoped a Candle ſhould do after 
the Sun? Men had formerly learnt rs 
talk of ſpiritual drowſineſs and death, as 
if it Were bound upon us by ſuch a faral 
neceſſity as muſt ſuppoſe all Exhorrtations 
to be vain; but I hope men have fince 
been better taught; for neither the fin of 
our firſt Parents., nor our own faults, can 
ſo far conſtitute us Bruits, but that we 


; may (if we will ) ſhew our ſcives Aden; 


and in nothing dothit more concern us fo 
to do, than in Things moit nnmediately 


relating to the Honour of God, and our 


Higheſt Felicity ; for on this very Ac+- 
count he hath given us more. Underſtand- 
ing than the Beaſts of the Field, and made 
us capable of doing him Honour , and 
being thus happy-: T hereare four Excer- 
cies of our Reaſon about Senſual Plea- 
ſures, 


| m — _ , 


tural Sagacity and Inſtincts 1n Brates} and 
in things of that Nature theſe ſeem to 
much purpoſe as they ; but in that We 
conſider of God and Inviſible Thing, 
and perform Religious Worſhip in a ft 
and decent manner ; this is the Prive 
ledg of Mankind onely ,- and herein doth 
their Honour and Felicity chiefly conſiſt 
Butalaſs, how do Men cloſe their Eye 


and harden their Hearts willfully , until | 1 


they provoke God to doit judicially ; and 
becauſe they would not have the Light of 


Truth ſhine into ther Minds,. nor the | 


Power thereof impreſs their Souls, God 
reſolves they ſhall not: Oh woful Cond 
tzon! When men ſay to God depart from 
us , We defire not the knowledge of thy 
Ways, and God ſaith to men depart from 
me, Iwill never own ſach Workers of 
Ioiquiry. And yet as woful as it is, it 


ſeems to me that there be but few that 


dread this. What other ſenſe can be put on 


the Language of moit Mens Lives and 


Converſations, but that they ſpeak them 
Contemners of Gods gracious Preſencem 


the Places where he puts his Name, (i. e.) | 


which hecalls h s Houſe, placeth his  Re- 


fires , burhave their likeneſs in the Ne | 


dence there, and owns it for his Drdlig 
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WELL : 
and from whence he confers his Bleſſings 
and Favours upon us, where we behold 
the Beauty of his Pleafed Face when he 
lifts up the Light of his Countenance up- 
on us in the Comfortable Promiſes of 
his Holy Goſpel ; where we offer up our 
ſelves in Sacrifice unto him and ſing this 
Praiſes, and powre out our Souls before 
him in Holy Deſires, Humble Complaints, 
and Hearty Thankſgivings for his Mercy 
in the performance of theſe holy Offices 
wherein we Worſhip him ; for thus is 
God preſent in the place of Holy Afſem- 
tlys. In this Preſence of God good Chre- 


ſhans find a Fullneſs of Joy, and value 


t. above the higheſt Injoyments of the 
World : But how few do approve them- 
ſelves ſuch by this CharaCter? Do not the 
moſt among us ſhew a great diſ-regard to 
our Publick Prayers, and ſeem nptfo care 
whether ever there were any or not?-Je Y- 
may be, fince the Law and the State-of*. 
Things even forceth them to recede from 


1 ther Worldly Imployments and Carnal 


Divertiſements on the Lords Day , they 


will defire that they may have a good 


Preacher that may then entertain them 
vith good Language and quaint Nations 
topleaſe their Ears (while they little re- 

gard 
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gard the Matter of his Sermon , but 
much lefs the Solemn Service of God 
performed by our Common Prayers. But 
whereas we have an Order molt profitable 


and comfortable to pious mind:( viz.) To | 
have Publick Prayers daily, that thoſe 


who are not hindred by neceſſary Provi- 


ſions for Themſelves and Family , or o- | 


ther Works of Juſtice and Mercy , may {| 


conſtantly injoy the Heavenly Delights 
of Gods Houſe , in Civiſtian Communi- 
onand Fellowſhip of the Spirit (which 
certainly are above any can be found elſe- 
where) and for a Freedom whereunto a 
plentiful Eſtate 1s more deſirable than up- 
on any other account wnatfaever: ) yet 
notwithſtanding this, many of the Richeſt 
and molt Leaſurely Perſons never take 
care that this Order be obſerved in ther 
own Pariſh Churches; and when it is, will 
fcarce ever come there, but make that 
which ſhould gyve them the greateſt Ad- 
vantage and Obligation to come , to bea 
Hindrance thereunto : I mean thar Men 
make uſe of their Riches to run themſelves 
into ſuch vait Trades and troubleſome 
Projects, whereby they are ſo incumbred 
with Cares and Labours', that they are 
leis at leaſlure for Gods Service than the 
| | Poor 
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poor and indigent ; or elſe ( if they m- 
cline more to pleaſure than profit ) they 
take no care to order their Carnal Diver- 
iſements, that they may be no hindrance 
to the Service of God ; but make them 
more joyful and zealous therein (tho this 
they ought to do)but ſuffer theſe to ingroſs 
Jall their t1me and exhauſt all the vigor and 

Iſrength of their minds, that either they 
 IJnever come to Church at all (ar leaſt on 
week days ) orif they .do they are more 
ready tofleep than pray , andare far from 
" Jtaking ſuch delight in theſe Spiritual Ex- 
aſes as they find in Carnal Recreatzons : 
Nay, many Ll have obſerved that will ſtand 
atog-:ther idle and unimployed ( athing 
Jthat feems red1ous to Nature it {elf ) and 
Iyer will notdivert themſelves with going 
t Church; and in this I have objerved 
the Female Sex molt guilty , who being 
4not ſo ſubject to be incumbred with buli- 
neſs as Men , and often wanting oppor- 
'tenity of Company, Sports and Paſtimes, 
|have nothing clſe to do ; and yet living 
;near the Churches where Prayers are daily 
iread, ſeldom or never come there : Now 
juhar les doth this ſignify then that ſuch 

|care not for God, nor think cf their de- 
{pendance upon him : let him be gone 
þ by 
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if he will, and remove the Throne of 
his Glory to fome other piace , let him 
ſend his Miniſters to them that have time 


ang. compoſure to hear them ; they have | | 
other things to Uo , and (tudy and cares of | 


another nature,which they think ſufficient 
Excuſe from hearkning to what God faith 


for their Spiritual Conſolation and In 


ſtruction , trom ſeeking his Bleiling , or 
owning his Providence, or adoring his 


Holineſs ; rhey hope to do well enough | | 
without God , and practically ſay to him Þ* 


as Herbert expreſſeth it, We know where 
we can better be, thanto ſerve thee ;, or ras 
ther , as in the Prophet , IWe are Lords, 


awe will not come to thee ; What is the All- \ 


mighty that we ſhould ſerve him , and | 


what profit ſhall we have if we call upon 
him ? Therefore we deſire not the knowledg 
of his Ways : We will not trouble our 
heads with Conſidering how we may bet 
Honour and Pleaſe him, give us Riches, 
Honours and Pleaſures of the World, and 
take thoſe of rhe other who will. 

To ſuch as theſe I would firſt ſpeak (if 
ir were poſhible tro make-them hear) 1 
would but ask them,Whether 1f they were 


in place of the. Al'mighty , they would 


bear to be ſo lighted? I know their pride 
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will help here to ſhew them their own fol- 
y. ?Tis impoſſible for ſuch Men to think 
if they would bur think. ont ). but that 
IGod will right himſelf when thus ſhighted: 
the can,and much leſs poliible to think he | 

annot : And will he thatis God from E- . | 


_— 


w__—— 
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Iath Made and ſtill Governs this World?” 
Jad that by ſuch a worm as man ; and' 
not Vindicate the ſame ? Will he nottake 
{har Glory by his juſt puniſhment , which 
|bey would nor given the Offices of Di- 
ne \Vor ſhip! ? Andcan the Proudeii Man 
inthe World ever think to reſiſt Omni- 
ptency,or fly from Gods Omn preſence ? 
1 God ſhould do no more bur with-draw 
bis Divine Influences , we and all the 
Itings we love and honour above him ,. F 
teriih together : And can Men hope God: | 
fill attend ſach with his Supports and 
macious Influences, that will not attend 
um with their Prayers ard Praiſes? Ir 
my be theſe Men will ſay they do not be- 
ve Allmighty God takes this for any 
:ront , but rather eſtcems ſuch zeal as [ 
me vl mend a work of Su Pele. TOgAtiuN. 

; I 2 . But 
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But I dare fay theſe Men will be of ano- 
ther Mind when Sickneſs or Sorrow make 
them Sober , and eſpecially when they 
approach to Death or Judgment : I never 
knew any that talked” at this rate, but 
that one time or other have confeſſed, 
that ſuch words came not from their Rea- 
ſon or Conſcience , but from their Pride 
and Paſſion ; and that they were forc'd to 
have a ſecret Reverence tor Devour Men, 
and to Condemn themſelves for their neg- 
let of God and his Service : Therefore 
L hope none will be diſcouraged by theſe 
filly ſcofts , fromattending the daily Pray- 
ers. | 
There 15 no Man that conſults his own 
Reaſon , or Gods Revelations, but muſt 


think Gods Honour 1s dearer to him than 


theſe Men ſpeak, -and that we give it him 
more immediately in this way than any 
other; and that nothing can be really done 
for Gods Honour , if men be not careful 
to honour him in this ; becauſe in this 
we give him greateſt honour : therefore 
the love of Publick Worſhip hath ever 
been eſteemed the fir!t Principle of all 
that which may truly be calied Rehgt- 
on. Thoſe whoare recorded for the moſt 
Holy Men and Women :n Scripture, have 

been 
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been the greateſt lovers of Gods Houſe ; 
and that upon this very account -, That 
| there his Honour dwelt and his Glory 
| appeared. YJhey were 1namoured of his 
| Beauty, they deſired to be inſ{trutted by 
his Wiſdom ; aflifted and comforted by his 
| Grice, and prepared for Heavenly Glo« 
{ ry ;*and this made them love the Place 
| where they ſee and 1njoY him to theſe 
oreat Pur pc ſei. Again, *tis moſt evident 
{ to conſidering men, That it was thehap- 
1 pineſs of the Stareof .Jnnocency, that Man 
| had nothing elſe ro do but to Worſhip 
| and Praife his Maker ; (at leaſt rothing 
| that might divert him from it. ) And 
| that it ſhall be our chief Happineſs in the 
| State of Glory, to be freed from all. Cum- 
7} berſome Labours and Cares, and all Di- 
| ftrating Proſecutions and Carnal Plea- 
| ſires ; and ſhall then continually attend 
| Divine Offices, as that which 1s our onely 
| perfect Bliſs and Felicity : and therefore 
! thoſe that do nor eſteem themſelves the 
| more Happy for having a Receſs from 
| Worldly Buſineſs that they may more free- 
| Iyand f requently attend Divine Offices ; 
are under a great deluſion : and thoſe that 


| do will ſhew it by their practice. 
E3 2. That 


[ 238 3 
That God who made all things for 
himſelf, hath created and made us as his 
Church and People (inan eſpecial man- 
ner) for his Glory {or as the Apoſtle) 
For the praiſe of the Glory of his Grace, 


Eph. 1. (44. e. ) That we might ſhew forth | 


his praiſes ; And all Chriſtian Aﬀembhes 
are chiefly Conſtituted and Appointed -for 


thoſe Holy . Offices wherein we do this ,, 


and therefore for Men to call themielves 
Chriſttans and Members of ſuch Afem- 
| blies , and deſpiſe Publick Worſhip for 
which they were made fo,is a great affront 
to the Allmighty and to his Church. 

That the Church hath wel! appointed 
theſe darly Offices of DivineWorſhipit be- 
ing agreeable to reaſon and the DivinePre- 
ſcription to the Jews, and the Cuſtoms of 
o_” Wieſt and:moſt Civilliz'd of theGen- 
tiles, 

Theſe Tihnings, and much more that 
might be ſaid of like nature, being ſo evi- 
dent , 1 muſt believe theſe kind of Men, 
that think our daily attendance at Pray- 
ers 15 being Righteous over much , are 
not moved, hereunto by any thing of 

Reaſon or S5ber Conſideration ; but are 
wholly (influenced by Pride or Covetoul- 


neſs , or other Canal AﬀeCctions, which 
hinder 
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hinder the Excerciſe'of their Rational Fa- 
culties, and make them live moreof the 


1 Animalthan the Divine Life, (z. e. ) more 
! like Beaſts than Men ; and ſo long as they 


| are ſuch we muſt expect no other lan- 


guage from them ; for the Carnal Mind 
( a Man. that diſcourſeth as a meer Ani- 


mal ) perceiveth not the things of the 
Spirit of God, netther can he know them, 
becauſe they are Spiritually diſcerned ; 


and therefore it will be in vain for me to 
fay any more tothem, then earneſtly to de- 
| fire them, Tc ;luck eut the Beamihat is in. 


' their own Eyc, and then ſhall they ſee clear- 


ly to pluck out the Morte that is jn their Bro- 


thers; For no more 1s an extream in this 


matter ( if any man be ſuppoſed to be 
guilty thereot ) in compariſon of their 
total negleCt and contempt of God and his 
Publick Worſhip, and making a mock at 
thoſe that conſtantly and deyoutly attend 
it, 
The Second Sort to whom I ſhall ap- 


. ply my ſelf, and for whoſe ſake 1 chiefly 
' undertook this Work, 1s ſuch as have a 


love for theſe holy Offices and daily fre- 


quent them; to whom my earneſt Requeſt 
15, That they will perſiſt in the good way 


| they have begun, attend to the beſt man- - 
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ner of performance, and makeall the reſt 


of their lives anſwer ro the devotion here. 


in. 
For the firſt of theie, I doubt not but 
ſuch who do unferftand the Grounds and 
Reaſons upon which this Way of our Pub- 
lick Service was firſt ordered, and have 
taken up this practice,not upon ſome Car- 
nal or Secular Accounts ( as may fome- 
trmes happen ) butin a ſenſe of their Duty 
to God and Man : I ſay , theſe will Thope 
ealtily and eftetually comply with my 
delire , and ſave me the labour of Argu- 
ments. 

The inward peace and ſatisfaction they 
witrhnd in governing themſelves in this 
matter by Reaſon and not by Fancy, 
and in following the Univerſal Caitom 
and U:tage of Chriſtianz for many Ages, 
and of molt even in this, and not that of 
Hereriques and Schiſmatiques : 1n obeying 
the Orders of our own Church,made with 
the greateſt Advice and by the moſt un- 
bias'd Perto:s of any in the World ; and 
not Herding with CJaakers, Fifth Monar- 
chy-men, Anabapriſts,and other turbulent 
Sects, that oppole the ſame and ſeek its 
Ruin ; in finding all that was Good and 
Profitable, all that was Decent and So- 


lemn, 


Oy 
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\emn, all that was truly Priminive or any 
 Tway Praiſe Worthy in'the Service of the 
| Church of Rowe (a Church which was 
: Jonce very Famous for Learning , Piety, 
| Jand Stedtaſtneſs in the Faith) ſtill retain- 
ed in ours; and all that which | gnorance, 
1 Error, or the Corruption of Times, had in- 


| rroduced into that, in this purged out: I. 


| fay the ſatisfaftion they will ind in conſ1- 

| dcring the excel!ency of our Form of Di- 

| vine Service, in this and ſuch like reſpects, 
Will prevent all inclinations to turn 1410 0+ 
ther W43)5. 


And ſhould they have any feruples 'ugs. 


| gelted unto them by ' cunning Secucers, 
| I dare ſay, it thev will but do ( what 


' may be julUy expected from men fo edu-- 


cated and © blidged ) that is , Conſult ihe 


! Miniſters of our Church, they wisl and. 


' the fulleft farisfaCtion thar they can debre. 


| Again, as theſe Conſt derations , {6- hs 


| good Ef: of a Devout attending this 
Service, will perſwade them to cchinue 
the fime :- T'he Exaltation of: our Minds 
thereby , above the mean Concerns of 
this World , fo that they ſhall nor be 
n&enced by the Revolutionsand infinite 


| Changes to which they are fubject; the? 
| Conkrmation of our Faith and Hop" Try 
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Gods Promiſes, and the inward Joy and 


Peace that reſults there-from ; the Excita- 


tion of our Loveto God, and the Exer- 
ciling thereof in holy Adorations and 
cheerful Praiſes; the Increaſe of our Love 
to one another by holy Communion in 
ſuch Sacred Offices : theſe and ſuch like , 
which will be the effteCts of attending this 
Service, will inforce our delight therein, 
and our endeavours fo to order it that webe 
not kept from the ſame. 'T'o which I may 
add ſome outward good Effects, ſuch as, 
1. The Preventing many Idle and fome- 
times, very Chargeable Clubs and Vilts, 
from which this will both excule and 
oblidge us. 2. The inducing a Good 
Order into our Families : For the 
contriving our Matters ſo as we may 
have leature to attend Gods Seryice, wall 
be the greateſt help to ſich Order, and 
make much for peaccable Converſe there. 
1n,andg forthe good Succe's of our Aﬀairs, 
of any that can be named. I cannot attend 
the Dcimonſtration, bar I am fire he that 
will try, ſhall find it true by Experience. 

'Fhe .Chearfulnelſs induced into our 
Mints by our Communion in the Ffulmo- 
dy and Reſponſes , and the ufe of cr 
Voice in @ $6: parts of the Service ; tends 
11uch 
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mending our Temper : For as ſilence feeds 

the Melaricholy Humour ( the worſt that 
Mans Body is affected with, and of moſt 
pernicious influence on the Mind, ) fo 
| Speech, and eſpecially in ſuch heavenly 
| Converſe , doth much to difolve and di- 
| ſperſe the ſame, and preſerves the Pody 
healthtul and lively , ard the Mird in a 
iweet and pleaſant” Temper. Iſhal! menti- 
on no more, I hope it may futhce ra have 
| touched theſe things in ſo ſhort a D:ſcourſe 
' to perſwade a conſtant attendance on the 
; Publick Prayers. 

2dly. I ſha'l fay ſomewhat of indea- 
| rouring a right performance. A danger 
| there is , 1n Winch even thoſe are who do 


ai ate es. 
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| daily Frequent the publick Oces of Re- 


| ligion, That they ſhould not perform them 
as they ought, Mat. 15.8. Education, 
{ Cuſtom , and various Intereſts may have 
great force to effect a conſtant attendance 
' a Prayers,whea yet want of conſideration 
may betray Men to Formaliry and undue 
Performance. There 1s a Fear 'of Go! (io 
| his Worſhip Ct . old was called, rwhic!, A 
| taught by the Precepts of Men ; and this is 
when Men go to Church nieerly' Beca:: Pk 
the Migiſtrate.Commands , or thei” Paz 
rents 


much to the health of our Bodies and the 


[144 |] 
rents Bred them to it ; or becauſe it is the 


Cuſtom of their Neighbours ſo to do: 


_ Thele ſhew themſelves of a good dudtile | 
and ſociable Temper , and are more to | 
be eſteemed than ſuch as in deſpite of the | 


Laws, and their good Education , and 


even 1n 4 pious Cohabitation, will con- | 
temn and ſcorn a daily attendance on Gods | 
Worfhip:or than they who ſtrain their wits | 


tofnd faults in onrLiturgy.and do all they 
can to create ſcruples in themſelves and in. 
fuſe them into others. Bur yet this is not 


enough for him that will be accepted of : 


(od or approved of Men as a Good Chri- 


tttan; for though theſe may be of a harm. 


leſs and innocent Temper, yet they fall 
{hort of that Fervent Love to God and to 
our Bleſſed Saviour ; and of that Divine 


_ ---Joy in the Hope of Glory to come, and 


of Fore-taſting the Bleſſedneſs we ſhall par- 
take of in the Eternal World in the Com- 
munion of Saints,allwhich,as the Chriſtian 
Religion 1s deſigned to workin us, ſo we 
are in this. Service to excite and excercule, 
'To theſe my earneſt Exhorrarion is, That 
they will attend more diligently to thoſe; 
inward Preparations With waich they: 
thould come ro Worſhip God, and to thote: 
outward Expre!Fons whereby he 1s Hd- 


Lp fo + z . 1 
310 var? d before M- To G34. 


\ 
$ 
? 


{ 145 ] 

God will be Sanflified im all thoſe that 
come nigh him, and before all the People he 
will be Glorified ;, and this he 1s -onely: by 
thoſe who Horſhip him with a Ho!y Hors 
ſhip; and that both Internally and Exter- 
naily: This we donot, except our mids 
be ſo diſpoſed, our words and actions fo or- 


| dered , -as becomes the Glory of: God's 


Eflence, the Immenlity of his Nivine Per- 
tections, and. the Senſe of our own Con- 
cernments, and of our Relation to thoſe we 
arc to pray with,and topray for; and fo as 
is iuitable to the ſeveral Parts of Worthip 
which weare to perform, asT have before 
oblerved , -thele diſpoſitions cannot be' 
attained but by ferious and frequent Me- 
diration. There 1s a Connexton 1m the 
Duties of Religion,which make it 1mpoſſt- 
ble to perform ſome as we ought, except 
we make Conſcience of others that: are 


preparatory thereunto; 1nM31s. Connexion! 


I ſuppoſe. Meditation to be io: farſt y.and; 


he that makes no Conſcience of that, .or 


knows not how: to Perform 1t', will bei 
harldly-broaght to. a. Good Performance 
1n-any- other Duties ,-efpectally this of : 
Prayer. Men may by-a natural fluency of: 
Specchs atiifted. with a quickneſs of War: 
and ready Invention , calliy pray ta. 
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good acceptance with Men : but as to our 
acceptance with God , and the effe&s of 
Prayer to our own Benefit and Conſfolati- 
on , it depend; on the preparation of ſuch 
Aﬀections and Diſpoſitions of Mind, as 
we can never have without the frequent 
u'e of Meditation. 

M-=diation in the moſt comman ſenſe of 
the ward , is taken for more than bare 
thinking; 13 a thinking of things, that 
we may have ſuch knowl:dz, eſteem, and 
afetions toward them. as we ought to 
have: Ando great an Inflience hath the 

End into the E h-acy ofany Aion, th. t: 
Lcannot expect that any Man ſhould at- 
tain D:voriton by thinking of things 
though never ſo Divine, except ke deligns 
his thoughts to that End: Students of {eve- 
ral Sorts are ing3ged by other Morives to 
think of rhe ſame things that ſerve to this 
En1, but with ut anv Effect asto the d:- 
pretung thet $-nſuil Dehres, or hfting up 
their Minds to Heavenly things. The 
Reaſon is becauſe rbetrr Minds by being fo 
intently fixed on the love of Carnal Plea- 
ſures, d> not diſcern even the things they 

look full upm , nor underſtand thoſe 
very thing3 they reach ro others; and al- 
th they are coaltrained to think how they 
may- 
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may talk or write of ſuch things, yet they 
are With-held by theſe Senſiial AﬀeCtions 
from conſidering the Concern which 
themſelves have therein. 

There 1s no way therefore by meditating 
to attain Devotion , but by crucitying the 
Fleſh, with all its AdeEtions and Luſts, and 
{awakening our dead and drouzic Souls to a 
| faithful endeavour tolive the Life for which 
they were made , and wherein alone they 
[can be happy : And to this our Bleſſed Savi 
'our hath given us ſich Aſſiſtance by the 
| Grace of the Goſpel, that no Man that will 
\take hold of it can complain of infirmity ; 
for alchough we never ſo much feel the 

eight and burden of earthly things which 
prefleth down the Soul, as when we ſtrive 
toaſcend to God in the Excerciſes of True 
[Devotion , yet if wehx our M:nds on the 
| Manifeſtarion of God in theFleſh. ſhewing 

us how lutle thefe thirgs are ( how great 
!fvever they ſecm;) how Iutle to be debired 
'or feared , though ſeemingly dreadful 
or pleaſant : And ſhewing us this, by 
his refuſing all the Glories we fo eager- 
ly proſecute , and accepting the Sufter- 
imgs we fo fear and fly , in hsown Per- 
fon, and in Contemplation of the Hea- 
|\rcnly Joys, of which he offeret us the 
F Par- 
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participation, bat on this condition, The 
we will recave his Spirit, and tead our 
Lives after the Pattern he hath ſet us; I 


ſay , zf we would thus look unto Jeſus 


( who was God manifeſt in our Fleſh ) we 
jhouid ſoon tnd vur ſelves able to lay a- 
fide theſe weights and all lintul aftetions, 


(how eafte ſoever they beſet us ) and ro: 


aſcend ro our Bleſted Saviour in Holy and 
Devout: Aﬀections, while we are imployed 
in thele Sacred Othces. : 

Bur it 1s not lo much the want of abili. 
ry, as of intention, that 18 Cuule of the De- 


cay ot: Dzyvouon among Chrittians, and- 


therefore to: procure-that I would repre- 


ſenr' rae :exceilency of this Heavenly 


Aﬀection. 


Dewvwation 1t 18 2 moſt Divine Sp'rit in 


Man, ts greateit Exalcation above the 


Beaſts atid neare{?f Approach to Angels; *as: 
(as Herbert, faith of the Sabbath } the 


Eruic of this World and the Blofſom 'of 
the next ( 1. e.) the higheſt enjoyment of 
whith we are capable here', and the 
fore-taſte of what we thall moſt fully en- 
1397 hercifrer: Ir raniforms the Soul nto 
a Seraphim, burning wwh the Fervors of 
Divine Love,and Currics it into Heaven, (15 
Eli was ina Ficry Charrot) to take 1t3 
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place in the Choir of Angels, and joyn un 
their Halalujalis and Adoration of him 
 {thar ſits on the Throne, and the Lamb 
- Tthar 13at his Right Hand, Yet it carries 
{us not above any of the Concerns where- 
in we may be uſeful to Men, but deſcends 
to the Conſideration of all their wants 
| {and necellities, ſorrows and miſeries, and - 

takesthem into its Breſt,and preſents them 

| before God with earneſt requeſts for com- 
! fort and relief in behalf of them all, and 
'1t begets in men ſucha Divine Charity as 
reacheth to the uttermoſt of what may 
! be done by us for the well-fare and happr- 
\neſs of our Neighbour. For while. we 
{ not onely Adore God who 1s the Supream 
{ Benefactor, and our Saviour God-Man 
| the Example of Self-denial and-Meekneſs, 
| (Vertues that Cure our Hurtful Luſts ) 
land of ſuch Love to Mankind as excited 
| him to proſecute their Salvation and Felt- 
! city, with the ſhedding of his moſt Precious 
| Blood : and would make us prefer the good 
| of others betore our own. I ſay, while 
' thisis the Objed& of our Adoration 1n thele - 
| Excerciles of Devotion , how can it be o- 


| therwiſe but that it muſt beget in us a Life 


; and Temper moſt pleafant and profitable 


to Mankind ? And indeed.I have as 
that 
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that this Heavenly Flame of True Devotion 
is like that which deſcendedon El:2-sAltar, 
that licks upall our oppoſtteIntereſts(as that * 
did the Water ) and mike both our ſelves |, . 
and all we have,a Sacrifice to the Honour of {bin 
Gd and Good of Mankind : None there- {9v 
fore that conſiders the excelleney of Devo- {mo 
- tion, but would ſet himfelf with greatatten- 4 
tion of Mind, tothe conſideration of ſuch ! 
thinzs as may render him a Devout'M in. * 
The things that are of rhis nature are } 
principally-tuch as relate to:God , to'our Mu 
Selves, or to Others that we are to pray * 
for, We ſhould think therefore upon Div 
Gagand'our pcriect dependance upon him, 
[that he is worthy of all our Adorations * 
and Praiſes, by reaſon of his Glorious ; 
and Infinite -Perfeftions , his Wonderful [the 
Works and Innumerable Bleſtings and jof | 
{Mercies : That he and he onely hearetb ,ev4l 
Prayers, andis ni;h ro all that call upon + 
him, and pleaſed to be Invocated by us 
for the things which he 1s willing to give !? 
us: That he alone Orders and Diſpoſeth theſ 
all the Aﬀairs of this World according to 
his Soveratgn Will and Pleaſure , Re- | 
ſtraines or In/arges the Power of Nature , | 
Stops or D'verts the Courſe of it, Over» | 5 
rules Second Cauſes, Proſpers or Diſapoints |**Y 
Human | 


L558 ] 
Human Undertakings, Gives and Takes 
away , Lifts'up and Caſts down how and 
I whom he pleaſerh, 
{ We ſhould think of our Dependance on 
him, That we Live, Move, and have 


lour Being in him, and cannot Subſiſt a 
| [moment without him; that we are ſub- 
| ject to-innumerable caſualries, which may 
{deſtroy the ſtrongeſt Body and health- 
fulleſt Conſtitution and ſuch amazements 

and vexations as will ſoure the briskeft_ 

[Mind and ſhake the moſt fixed and com- 

{poſed Temper, and all theſe are under the 

Divine Govenment ( beſides his immedi« 

ate Influxesto our Comfort or Affliction ,) 
: He that thinks how many things he wants, 
. what wotul things he1s1n danger of , of 
| [the manifotdtemprations, by allurements 
; |of ſenſual Obje&ts , and ſuggeſtions of 
; ei] Spirits, and the weakneſs of his Graces 
, .ind:in{ufficiency of atl things mn Heaven or 
, }Earth beſides God for his ſupply and ſuc- 
. jcour : 1fay , he that thinks ſeriouſly of 
\ Itheſe- things , will find he ſhall thereby 
) have great help to his Devotion ; hewill 
_ 'knd how much the xs concerned to recon- 

jcle himſelf ro God by humble and peni- 
” !tent Confeſſions , to ſeek his Grace and 
, [Favour by Fervent Supplications, to pray 

tor 
1 
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for the Aid of his Spirit to. help our infir” Ins « 
mity , and afliſt our:victory over our Spi* [yell 
ritual Enemies ;z to give him thanks tha Jhum 
we have not fallen into greater fins and 1nd 
miſeries ; to attend to his Holy Word,that Jour 
thereby we may receive grace from him, fin © 
and Jearn to pleaſe him and. oblidge his Iyer 
care and kindneſs for us, and ſuch like Iwe | 
things he will fee, the knowledge there- kak 
of will beget and excite theſe Holy 1kno 
AﬀcRions in him. | 1% 
It will be profitable alfo to this End, | Mat 
to think of our Obligation to our Chriſti« |;, p 
an Brethren, and Particular Regards we | ,f | 
are to have toall Sorts and Degrees among :14,,! 
them : For we Pray as Members of the Ca- {yori 
tholique Church;and mult havea Concern !;, 4! 
for all,as Members of that one Spiritual In- [pre 
corporation. Bat particularly we ſhould !},, 


often think what Aﬀection we ſhould bear ' ,c 

ro thoſe, whether our Superiors,Equals,and | ,, 
Infertors, with whom we are united as | 1... 
one Nation and National Church , and | |, 
alſo ſhould endeavour to repreſent to our |, , 
ſelves what may be the ſeveral States and Fo# 
Contitions of thoſe we are to joyn with, | 
inthe preſent performance of thoſe Publick | ,.. 
Duties ; and ſuch conſiderations will much | ;, 

help our Devotion : For the ſenſe of the. | |,. 


{ins 
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ins of others ro whoin we are united { 23 
well as of onr own } will heip to make us 
 thumble and contrite in our Contcitions , 
| {and of rheir wants and onferies. 35 weil as 
t Jour own, will hel to make us tervent 
» fin our Prayers and Supphcations Orthe 
$ IMercies they all receive, & we. as iholk 
> {we partake of , will hely to mane us jy- 
; _" in God's Praiſes. "Thus 1',, cneral 
' knowledge, that multitudes &f Chniſtians 
js well as our Selves, are concerredin the 
[Matter of cur Prayers , and that we have 
- /in particuiay ,, of the Concern of many 
of thoſe we preſently joyn with in theſe 
'Holy Othces , will add much to our De- 
1 votion, It mat" be there are many things 
| {in the Publick Prayers that we have not at 
{preſent ſuch a particular Concernment in, 
[but when we think that there are Millions 
of Chriltiars of a!l Nations that have, 
' {whoallareo: the ſame Body with us un- 
| ? der our 3Dear Saviour, the Head of ir, and 
| many of our own Country-men who are 
| | now all united with us as a Holy Nation 
| | and GoC's Peculiar People 3 and ſome of 
| , ourNetghbours with whom we are one, 
 ] asaParocht:al Church, of whoſe Concern 
| m tnole things we may have a particu- 
lar knowledge, I fay, this will greatly 
| alt 
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aſt our Devetion 1n thoſe very Particy- 
lars, an-i theſe Meditations will alfo in- 
creaie that Charity , without which our 
Pra: ers as well as our Selves. are counted 
bur dead in the ſight of Gud : And when 
we have wrought our Selves tothis excel- 
lent Temper, our love to our Brethreu 
will help our Devotion another way alſo. 
For it wi'l make us endeavour to render 
our ſelves as exemplary as we can poſjibly 
among them for a Devour Pertormanceof 
theſe Holy Offices, and the more defeCtive 
we do perceive their Devotion to be, the 
more thall we indeavour to Convince and 
Convert them by the perie&tion of our 
own. And there 1s certainly no better way; 
for many havel known whom reproof and 
diſpuration did but irrirate, thae by ſuch 
Examples have been reformed. 

Laſtly, Frequent Reading theſe Holy 
Offices by our ſelves and ſerious Mc<dita- 
tion thereon, would be a great help to 
our Devotion , eipecialiy if we have fuch 
Books as, Dr. Comber*s Excellent Labours 
en the ſeveral Offizes of the Common Pray- 
er, toaihſt our Meditations; for when we 
have a full underitanding of the great 
things contained in the briet comprehen- 
five Sentences of the Lord's Prayer and 
our 
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our Collefts, the memory thereof, when 
re come to repeat them in this Solemn 
Ofice , will much aj{tilt our Devotion: 
ind 1 am perſwaded that if Men were 
ur converſant in the ſtudy of the Com- 
non Prayer Book , they would find more 
aitruction in the Matter of their Duty to 
od and Man, and more Ajliſtance in go- 
erning their Aﬀections andPaſt ons for pre- 
erving Peace in themſelves, more ſupport 
nd conſolation in troubles and aftiicti- 


| Þns, and more aid againſt temptations, @e, 


han in reading many Bouks , but eſpe- 


| fcally it would be an excellent means to 


ncreaſe thoſe Holy Aﬀections which pre. 
Qre us for Publick Prayers, and to afliſt 


bur Devotion in the Performance. 


| T have mentioned this little of a great 
lleal that might be ſaid , of the Matter of 


bur Meditation: but ſtill it muſt be re- 


pembred , thar theſe things be thought 
pn with a purpoſe and intention to beget 
in us ſuch habitual Aﬀettions and Diſpeyiti- 


Insas may make vs fit to Pray always: and 


inthe moſt wonted Expreflions to exCcer- 
kiſe the moſt Devout AﬀeCtions : and it 
ve do ſo, we ſhall not need the N:tural or 
Artificial Rethorick that muſt be in Pray- 
cs to affet thoſe that want theſe diſpoſiti- 


Ons, 
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2733 , nor-ſhall we be cloy'd with having 
allways the ſame ; as ſome Dainty Sto- 
machs with eating often the ſame Meats ; 
for ſuch Men carry in their Breaſt ſuch a 
Pangent Sourſe and Penitential Apprehen- 
ſion of their paſt Enormities, that it puts 
Life into their conſtant repeating our Ge- 
neral Confethon ; and fuch a High Eſteem 
of Gods Mercy in Chriſt, as gives them 
a Behaviour not ordinary in recelving 
Abſolution ; they have ſuch Aﬀection to- 
wards the Glory and Pleaſure of Allmigh- 


ty God, and beliet that he onely can give | 


what we want, and forgive the fins, and 
prevent the temptations that would in- 
volve us in evil now in this world, &eter- 
nally :n the nex! : that it givesa greatDe- 
votion to their {f.ying the Lords Prayer ; 
and (o of all the reſt of the Service. 

And where men have ſuch ſenſe, me- 
rhinks no man ſhould deny that they pray 


in the Spirit or the Holy Ghoſt, asthe Pre- | 


cepts of the Goſpel require, "That Pious 
| Nonconformiſt Mr 7. Ceorbet in his King- 


dom of God, hath theſe words, The Spi- {| 
rit of Prayer is never wanting, where the | 


heart hath a due ſenſe of the Mattcr : pag. 
4.6. Although (as he afterwards explains 


Owen 


i, ) we nſea tinted Form of Words. Dr. | 
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Over 1 | conſe , In a late Di coUuries 
Vimar: hath theſe words ; Sg © Perk 2 
« zre able in the reading any 7 Book,” mecr- 
.*ly of Human. pn eg to riſe u| in 
© anſwer this Duty of Praying with al! 
C Mannex of Prayer and, St plication, | in 
* rhe Spirit , or the 5B of the Aids 
*and Ailiſtances received from ira and 
& his Holy AQting in them as a Spirit of 
© Graceand Supplication , Endeavouring. 
6 labouring and | : tchingthereunto : they 
* have attained what ] cannot under ta: d. 


Thar is in few. words , the Doctor canno:: 
| underſtand how a zl Man that uſes 2 F arm , 


can be ſaid to pray in the. Spirit Ir would 
be a high preſumprion. in, me to, Gueſt 102. 
the Underſtanding of 19G Great 2 Mas, : but 
hewill not be angry if I queſtion my gun: 


[for I cannot :1 u6derſtand, if he char uſes 4 
[Form cannot pray in, the Spirit,” 1. By. ou! 
(547102 _— from whom we have theſe Pre 
jcepts of 


Praying 1; in the Spirit, ſhould: teach 
[11s, .Diſcipies a Form of Pray by. Bax, it 
(8 - 
|may be ths Dar; will fay (agho dot! 2 iN- 
{lnuace 1n many Þ glaces of that BookyJ'e JA, 
{Chrift gave thoſe Words ons1 for a, Do- 
|&rinal, ard Directive Help: t.T Prayer, Te e.) 
Is reach Men how to Pray Ex' rempore ; 
for which End ( he ſaith ) 'we _nnay read 


{4 Pi ., 
SES fe) 1:5 
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Forms of Prayer (how unlawful ſoever th 


Uſe be, tor which they Were made. )  But* 


then 1 do notunderſtand how the DoQor 
canfay, pag2 34. That it were better ( it 
Tay be) that this vere done: Men taught 
to pray ex'T*2pore in ſome other way , and 
theſe Doctrinal and Diredtive Helps nor 
'caſt into the Form of a Prayer , which 
3s apt to divert the Mind from its proper 
End andUſe. Which words feem to me, 
to have ſuch a *refleetion on our Bleſſed 


Saviour as 1s little ſhort 'of blaſphemy ; 


{( according to the DoCtors Opinion of the 
Lords Prayer: | For if that were not 
Intended for a Form, but for a Do&rinal 
and Direive help to Prayer ; then thoſe 
words applied to him, plainly fay , That it 
ay be , Chriſt might have done better, 


thants have caſt his Inftruttions and Di- 


TeftHons about Prayer into the Forms of a 
Prayer , which is apt to divert the Mind 
Trbm its proper end and uſe : which to lay, 
isto reproach the Wiſdom of God-incarmate, 
2ind'to tell Out great Teacher 'ſent from 
God, that be-did not underſtand his Office, 
nor teach in the beſt manner, a thing of 
preateſt concern to'the Glory of .God, 


nd Happineſs of Mankind ( as the Do- 


m 
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? of Prayer 4s. ) Wards, whach.no  Chriftt- 


an can patiently hear of his Saviour. Now: 
according to my weakopinion,thers is but*: 
one of theſe two-ways for the Doctor to 
avoid. this conſequence from his words, - 
either. that- he. confeſs the truth and. ſay ,. 
That our Saviour intended to. reach- his. 
Diſciples a Form. of Prayer, and thatit_ 
is-(not onely Lawful): but a Poſitive Duty. 
to uſe his Holy Prayer as we do. 

| Or. if - he will hold-to his Opinion, 
viz.that it was not ſo intended, but meant ' 
onely to bea Doctrinal and Directive Help 
to.reach-them to Pray Ex tempore, Then 
he muſt prove that rt 18 not caſt. znto the 
Form. of a Prayer. Now this later ſeems 
utterly impoſſible to be done ,, for ſince it 


| ſo plainly appears to every Mans Senſe 


and Reaſon that it 15caft into the For of a 
Praycr. And {ince the Chrittians of many 
Ages throughout the World, have eſteem- 
ed and uſed it.as a Form of. Prayer. And 
lince the. Doctor himſelf { notwithſtand- 
ing his Opinion that. it was not ſo in- 
tended ). cannot forbear in many places 
of. his Book to call it. The Lords Prayer. 
Ifay, finceitisſo , he will never make 
men believeit is not caſt into the Form of 


| aPrayer; Theretore | hope the Doctor on 


K 2 ſecond 
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ek thete'is' a. work of the Spirit 
Ti x.that: he hath'therein much oppo- 


ork” wherein he moved bur Sa- * 


: oy "Holy Men. to compoſe Forms - 
Pi ra ſer, "and ro teach. their Diſciples to - 
yt IN, 425 the beſt help-to Prayer, A 

Work. vhere creby he. moved andirabled our! 
R gformiprs g well as the'Govenours of o- 
= Chure, 2 FO o Compoſe 'an4 Preſcribe. 
al Liturgy#/ ;r tHe PuBlick'Service of God; » 
whereby | he FReres i 11, men.a deſire ta ap-" 
proach to G80 \the Solemin Office of 
Lrayer, both ii tj BY Cloſers and efpecial-" 
y,in the ChurchC( MB thipkingat enough? 
IQ Pray occaſionally” when they are pref-* 
zea With the preſent ſenſe of dingers , ' mi- 
terics ,"or wants, )'as evety-Chriſtian can” 
Go I confeſs., 1x tempore. 3 Whereby he - 
teacheth Men thierkfully: -roafcept , and" 
faithfully to uſe as Prayers, tHe Form our 
S4viour taught ; - and others ravghr and 
preſcribed as bake. Laſtly ,*a Work * 
whereby he teacheth and aſliſts the prepa-' 
rations I before mentioned , that in the-: 
uſe of ſach Forms we may be tr uly devour 
and fervent ; And if' the Doftor would 
:Alicve this I hope he would ufe no ſuch: 


niwations to' perſwade that no Forms of 
| Prayer' 


Og Adugdtsy willed his Book, and 
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.. Prayer be eyer hereafter made., nor thoſe: 


that are , uſed any otherwiſe than to help 
the attainment of the art_of Praying Ex 
renppore : nor ( whale he profefleth to op- 

ole our Litutgy , as ſer. up to exclude 
their Way et Praying, (endcaveur by fuch 
infinuation: to baniſh our Way our of, the 
World (as the uſe of Ex terpore Prayer 
did once the Liturgy our of the Church:) 


And I hope the Doctor + will excuſe this 


warmth which the conccit of ſuch a deſign 
hath occaſioned. But (to return) if owe 
Saviour meant to teach {© Form of P:aver, 


' there can be no greater proot —— 


Thar. in the uſe of Forms we may belt 
pray inthe Spirit. For {ince by h1 Infpira- 
non the precept, of praying mthe Spirit 


| was given , the way of prayer he taught 
' muſt be acknowledged beſt fur the per- 


tormingthe ſame. "This | hope, wil! pur an 
end to the common way. of appropriating 
the phraſe of Praying in the Spirit to the 
uſe of Exrermpore Prayer, and give thole 
that pray by Forms, and by our Liturgy, 
fome. ſhare in the:honour of it; and then i 
; h:pe we ſhall hear no more ſcottng art 


Praying by the Spirit (which this appfo- 


| priation hath cauſed, however the Daftor 
| complains of it ) which [ by no means ap- 


prove. 2 Bu 


F.xfa ] 


' Bur Laitly , when we have done bs, 4 


C{t in our preparations and performances, 
We muſt rake hced that all be not intended 
to gain an Indulgence'for living-in any 
Stn, cither of Omuilion or Commitſion, 


"The Fhemies of out Church boaſt muck 


of their good lives, and-condemn us that 
are for the CommonPrayer., as a profane 
fort of Men. Ido heartily with them ns 
good as they think themſelves ,” ard that 
their goodneſs may conſiſt as much in the 
Government of their Paſſions and JuſtRe: 


znibutions ; 'in Meekneſs, Humilty and#: 


Candid Interpretations; ſh in Abſtinencs 
from Senſualitvavd. 2 ' ſeerfing conto *M3t 


of all Vortdly Vanities: And | wiſh alffs 


that abundance of- ours did not give | meth 


cation for:this their complaint ; and alis 
that we miy indeayour to Equal ( yer 
Fixcel Y.them 3n Temperance and Hea-+ 
venly Mindedaeſs : {till adding ro ou? 
Loyalty and Goforiry., Sobriety and 
True Sinttity. But rat ! may add to my 
withes, my taithfiil, endeavours to per- 
ſwade them to it, I ſhail offer Two Con- 
iderations to this urfioſs; £ : Phat of the 
acongruity of a Vicious Lil to: an ap? 
Pearance ot Devotion and daily Artend- 
-ance on D.»1r.E Service : $. Of the Unac- 
"Ces 


A i <a 


Aus. ab <a 


: Xe — 
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it | ceptablendF of alllActs of Pety without? 


the Conjunftivn' of a' Holy Life, 

1. The Incongruity is Evident to all 
Men.* None thar ſee' a Man to bow very 
low when he'comes into'the Church , and” 


to appear very devoutby all outward { gns,- 
m the ſeveral Pats vf Worſhip , but dc+ 


_ expect that ſuch a one ſhould be very exacÞ 


in the Courſe of his Fife , and if: they: 
come to know that they are not,*they witt 
he very apt to take offence avit : I con-: 
ieſs for my ovhr part , - it hath' been ſo 
ich me, and others have2o!Þme it harlit 
yeen ſo with them, and feaſon tells me 10; 


"mult beſo withal! good men. Ths kke 


Hay ſay when we hear a mart very rho 
ty ownhimſelta finner, and condemn hinz- 
felt of ifilineſs'in wdring: from Go#s? 
ways and*tbllowitg hisg*own Hefires and» 
Fovices (as in or General Tonteſſion) ant 


then return home as proud-and ſelf con-. 


Saris: Sade's, 


' cited as ever ,- and'never the leſs inclin's* 


® wander from'God in profcution of ſelf 


' ſatisfaction as before. "Fo call-God our Fa- 
ther at Church , as if. we did partake of #* 


ature like his, incl:ned to all Righte-- 


ulneſs, Goodneſs and Truth, and whers 


we come home (by our 11! nature and de- 


#ruftive praftices)-toſhewour ſelves thre: 


Chil- 
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Heaven: when neither the conſideration 
of the Heavenly Original. ot our Souls, 
( Generated as it were. at firſt by Divine 
Spiration, ) nor of their Regeneration by 
the Spirit of .God in the Work of our Re- 
demption, can raiſe our Minds from this 
dung-hill earth ,-to ſeek'the things above : 
Nor the Height and Excellency of Gods 
Glory, and his Advantage of ſeeing and 
puni{hing ( expreſſed. by his beeing in 
Heaven, ) can move usto fear ſim. To 
Pray that bzs Name may be Hallowed ; and 
then Profane it our ſelves (by uſing it in 
vain and light. InterjeCtions, or by Oaths 


and Execrations in our common talk) and 
caulingit to be profaned by others through- 
our vicious and: ſcandalous Lives. That  * 


his Kingdom may come ; and yet rife in Re- 
bellion. againſt the -Holy Government of 
his Spirit 1n.our Hearts; and ag-inlt the 


Diſpoſals of his Providences,as to our outs - | 


ward Eſtate : And aftronting his Miniſters 
and diſcouraging them in the Adminiſtra- 
tion of his Government by. our croſsneſs, 
frowardnes and diſobedience (and ſuch 
Miniſters are all our Superiors, but chiefly 
| Kings. ) That his IWill be done on Earth, as it 


i; in Heaves, when yet our obedience 1s fo - 


dull - 


Children of: the. Devil. Our Father in- © 


s 
a 


Yhe- ; = 
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" dan and heavy ; and as it were conitiair}* 


ed by neceility , -and very unlike the An! 
vels ( who in'doing the Will of God fly- 
with all alacrity.) 1 may add the indecen-! 
cy of our grumbling if- we'are not as rich - 
a5 our Neighbours ; and our drfCentent 2t+ 
aſſes and croſſes ; though we have more - 
than enongh- left ; when yet we pray but 
for our Dail; "Bread : Ot our implacable-: 
[rieſs and ir concileablened towards thoſe « 
{that offend vs, >-watn we pray to be for-- 
given no otherwiſe than as we forgive: ands 
laſtly that when'we pray that Tod will net» 
' lend 'rrs into temptations, that we ſhould ſo- 
| lxedleſly or preſumptuouſly run int» 
T6em: that without a Miracle God him 
| #f cannor deliver us from evil (and that- 
! when'we:may berfiire he wilEwork-no Mt-- 
[racles in favour of ſuch-as ofter themſelvez* 
| aprey to Sathan by running. out of  his- 
| ProteQtion , and negleCting. the-means ofs 
their own Preſervation. )' 
| TIhint+ theſe things on-the beginning of- 
! of ur Service, that we may- ſee the 1ncon-" 
| &ruity of: a'witked life with the-whote. - 
| 2dly:- - The: -unacceptablenefs - of 'all ex" 
| pretiions of: devorion,: from imen'of ſich! 
fcious: and: profane lives. The: ſacrifices of? 
Picked: are-an'cborrinationito/the- Lord; 
"tigy 
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tis the prayer of the righteozes.that is his des 

light. Unto the wicked ſaith God, What haſt + 
zo doto take my Name into thy mouth,ſince. 
thou-hateſt to.be Reformed, and caſteth my 


words. behind thee ? "The. moſt 'Solemn 
Aﬀſemblies of ſuch men for his Worſhip 
and Service 15 a burden to him; Ef. x. 
the reaſon 15, becauſc his infinite veracity 


makes him to hate their kypocricy, his jaſt 


reſentments- of their bold breaking his 


Laws (when the Devil and their Brutiſh- 


Luſts temptsthem) makes his Diſpleaſure 
to ariſe at their fawnings when the tempta« 


ton 15 over. To give real worſhip to Satan. 


by _—_ his lufts, and living tothe Fleſh, 
1 


and fullblling its deſires, and then to make 
theſe outward appearances of great. devo- 
tion. towards-God, makes lusJealouftes burn 
like that of an abuſed Husband, when his 
Wife fawns on him after her Adulterous 
Embraces. "T's our Hearts that are Gods 


Peculiar , and if we. ſufter.any thing. to- 


raviſh or dgfile them-, rhe facrrfices of our 
lips 29ill not-be. accepted. 

But now. how. excellemtly. doth. Holi- 
nels and Righteouſneſs fute together ? and 
how graciouſly. doth God accept ſuch in 
whom they.areconjoyned ?. 'To.ſeea Man 
that makesacknowledgment of a moſt Gld+ 


r10Us. 


bo 


L Erious and "Trimendous Deity by 'Sofemn As of 


Worſhip in the Morning ; Wzlcing-in- the Fear of 
Grd all the Day long. Toice a Man after-he hath 
.Celebrared Goes Glorious P.rieCtions ( Wiſdom , 
"Goodneſs, Truth , Faithfulncſs, Patience, Long- 
ſuffering and Forgivneſs..e&'c.) in the Selemn Office 
'of Thankſgivirg , ſtriving to imitate them in the 
Courſe of his Life, To fee a Man after the Cup of 
Bleſſing received ar the hands of Gods Miniſters with 
great Devotion , to declare by his Converſation , 
that he hath thereby been-made to drink into the 
ſame Spirit with his Saviour :- when he is Lowly, 
Meek, and Patient, Loving, and Diligent in doing 
others good ( little regarding the things below , 
and ſo earneſtly inrendingrthe-joysabove) as Chriſt 
was.: I ſay, to ſee this is molt lovely, becauſe theſe 
| things ſo exeellently agree.” And-ſuch are mioft ac- 
/ ceptable in their approaches to God , he is-well 
pleaſed with their Adorations and Praiſes., delights 

to hear their prayers , and will ſhew ſuch tokens 
for their Good, * that they may-always ſee totheiv joy; 
and their enexies oft to their -hame. And I am per- 


| ſwaded if the People of this Church will joyn theſe 
| Two Things in their conſtant PraGice , God wall 
ſo Bleſs us, that all-the Ends of the Earth ſhall Fear 
/ him ; (5.6. ) be allured by the Flouriſhing Glory of 
| our Church and+ State, to Imirate the Excellent 
| Order of our Divine Service. | 
' And if they would but conſider what good-effes 
It would have (to the healing our Breaches and re- 
| -torirg us to Love and Uniry among our ſelyes, ma- 
king usa Joy to our Friends , and a Terror to'our 
-Enemics abroad ;- and -preventing the miſeries we 
Ecely felt and-prefently fear at home } and will not 
ſuffer themſelves tobe blinded: by paſſion and preju- 
dice , and ul arts of difeonrented amen ;-I ſay, _-_ 
.GOU 


| 
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,conld not thuſe ;but put their helping hand exefs Y | 
#ca the conjunRion. | | 
I Coniclude therefore, with: my Earneft Prayer,tg 
Almighty God for the good Succeſs of this Book, 
(10 perſwade Men to ſuch Decent. Peformance of 
«riſe Holy Othces, and Exemplary Piety in all their 
\ * Converſes) that by his Blefliag (norwithſtanding, all * 
_ -1ts defeats and impertectiqus )- ic may attain its 
-End; and to this Prayer I hope x £4: Good Men will 
iy, Amen. 


ws Ca on oe - ET RT INE" "IF - > > 


{Daly Proj in and about the CITY. 


ay Mor. | Z. M.E, 

* Artie AmgrCnany St, MartineChu, 6 's 

{ Dakes Chappel — Ec Tabernacle 5, ; 

: + Weſminſt dubey Ml TISE.P Covent Gay, I9| 5 

. »Ely Houſe ——.) ; A St. Mart. ,nagate 9;.3 

. «Temple Yt,Dion Back Ch, 8 5 
: . in: Inne _ E 41[St; nar. Una. 

. Greys Inne [Od Fich. ſtreet ls 


. pd Fam. Clerkenwell _.. 16 St. antholing... © * 
! 


| Charter Houſe —— 11} 4þ Sepulchres — | - 
-* Sto Chriſtopher —-; C;, 6{ St. bir Wylnath, 1: 


\ Ar St: Mary 4! ler uy 4 at ti Morn, and, E- 
- vven... Being, given by 2. pious perſon tor one year, 
with. promiſe of ſettling ic. for exer , if it be attend- | 
«- £0, by any conli derable :umber/in that, time. ?Tis 
_ a thouſand piticg furure Generations ſhould be hin- 
3 ae ot Juch.a. Genet by Un = gfghie. 
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